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SUBJECT:  Withdrawal Dates 
 
 The COPS had a brief discussion earlier this year about withdrawal dates and this topic 
was once again forwarded to AAC for consideration.  Specifically, it was noted that students can 
go through 70% of the semester and withdraw without penalty.  Dr. Warner suggested that AAC 
once again consider moving the withdrawal date earlier in the semester. 
 

It was noted that AAC had discussed this a few years ago when it was stated that grades 
are assigned at midterm, students need to know how they are doing before they register, faculty 
need a week to post grades and students need time to make a decision.  At that point in time, it 
was decided that the timeline in place made sense (see AAC agenda items and minutes from 
September, October and November 2006.  The final comment made was found in the minutes of 
the November 2006 meeting,  “Issue of W Grades in Policy. Royce had talked to President 
Abbott and given the comments made by AAC and reasons where it was set at 70% of the 
semester, President Abbott is no longer interested in reviewing further. The policy will remain as 
is.”) 
 

However, it is clear that if the goal is degree completion, this policy is not helping.  
Students who withdraw late in the semester are using up financial aid and not moving towards 
any goal of degree completion.  Other members of the Council stated that students could find out 
how they are doing in the course other than waiting for midterm grades. 
 

VPAAs were asked to talk about this with others on campus and see what issues may 
come in to play if this topic is revisited.  They were asked to be prepared to share this at the 
September meeting. 
 

In addition to moving the date, another alternative was mentioned at the recently held 
AASCU Summer Academic Affairs conference.  During a presentation on retention, a 
representative from Georgia State University mentioned that a few years ago a policy was passed 
limiting the number of classes a student could drop during their career.  It was noted that this 
approach did improve completion/success rates.   
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Create an ad hoc working group to recommend changes to policy/guidelines. 
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