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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Revisions to the GED Requirements 
 

A staff member at DSU attended a conference earlier this summer where a staff member 
from the South Dakota Department of Labor (DOL) stated that the Department had changed 
GED cut scores effective July 1, 2009.  This staff member suggested that the state’s universities 
and TI’s should consider changing their requirements.  This was reported to Dr. Wittmayer who 
forwarded this to the Board Office.   
 

Board Policy 2:3, Undergraduate Admissions, establishes the system’s expectations 
(Section 2.C). 
 

“An applicant for baccalaureate or associate admissions who is not a high school 
graduate must complete the General Educational Development (GED) High 
School Equivalency Certificate with the following minimum test scores: The 
total cumulative standard test scores for all five test items must total 2250 with 
no standard test score below 410.” 
 
The new state standards are similar, except the minimum score on each standard test has 

now been set at 450 (see http://dol.sd.gov/workforce_training/gedstatepolicy2009.pdf).  In sum, 
DOL’s policy states, 

 
“The total cumulative standard test scores for all five test items must total 2250 
with no standard test score below 450.” 
 
The standards set in Board Policy are those recommended by ACE and used commonly 

by states across the country.  The claim was made that this current requirement is at a 9th/10th 
grade level equivalency.  However, this seems to be contradicted by the information available on 
the GED web site that states that the tests are normed so that only 60% of graduating high school 
seniors would pass on the first attempt (see  

 
http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=GED_TS&CFID=37619429&CFTOKEN=6
9830912&jsessionid=1630eb8456cf$DF$BF$5 ) 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Monitor.    

  

http://dol.sd.gov/workforce_training/gedstatepolicy2009.pdf
http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=GED_TS&CFID=37619429&CFTOKEN=69830912&jsessionid=1630eb8456cf$DF$BF$5
http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=GED_TS&CFID=37619429&CFTOKEN=69830912&jsessionid=1630eb8456cf$DF$BF$5


 
An e-mail was sent to DOL’s contact for the GED, noting that this would be an AAC 

agenda item and asking if the department could provide background information that was used to 
make this change.  To date, no response has been received.   
 

Until information is provided that suggest a revision to policy is warranted, it is 
recommended that the admissions policy not be changed.  Members of the Council should be 
prepared to discuss this topic. 
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