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SUBJECT:  Voluntary System of Accountability 
 

In January, AAC discussed a range of issues related to institutional participation in the 
Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA), and the potential impact to the system resulting 
from a need to measure student (freshman and seniors) critical thinking and essay writing skills.  
It was determined that an attempt by the system to use the existing proficiency framework for 
testing would ultimately place the system at a disadvantage when compared to those institutions 
testing freshmen and seniors.   As a result, the System Assessment Committee was charged with 
examining the three available measure used in the VSA template (CLA, CAAP, and MAPP) to 
evaluate student value added thinking and writing essay skills at the freshman and senior year 
within the system.   

 
During their meeting on July 25, 2008, institutional representatives of the System 

Assessment Committee reviewed and evaluated each of the three measures and agreed that 
committing to use the CAAP writing essay and critical thinking tests to meet the minimal 
requirements of the VSA (i.e., 200 freshmen and 200 seniors sampled) was the most viable 
option for positioning the system for maximum flexibility (as the VSA is /is not instituted 
nationally).  As a system, institutions would begin testing freshmen at the start of the Fall 2010 
semester and conclude with seniors at the end of the Spring 2011 term, with ACT performing the 
scoring of the writing essay portion of the examination.  The committee asked for potential 
flexibility to reassess options for future testing once results from the proposed validity study for 
the MAPP, CAAP, and CLA, become available.  If this recommendation is accepted by the 
members of AAC, the committee will begin to explore the staffing and financial impacts, as well 
as testing incentives necessary for successful implementation over three years to meet VSA 
requirements for reporting results in the College Portrait.   
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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion & Recommendation. 


