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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.B.3 
 

DATE: August 11, 2008 
 

************************************************************************ 
 
SUBJECT:  Pre-registration: MOCC response 
 

Following extensive analysis and deliberation, the MOCC membership proposes 
shifting the pre-registration period attached to spring semester by one week.  The 
attendant rationale centers on optimizing the timing of events to best meet the collective 
needs of our students.  
 

Meaningful course registration hinges on effective advising.  Timing plays a 
critical role in this process.  We want to insure that any student whose academic success 
is in jeopardy receives notification of mid-term deficiencies prior to making and 
executing course-related plans.  This information will enable sound decision making (for 
not only impending semesters, but also the current).  Moreover, we recognize that 
advising sessions scheduled in the aftermath of spring break are more likely to engage the 
student.  Just prior to this break, students are understandably preoccupied with mid-term 
exams, projects, and presentations. Completing mid-term assignments and obligations – 
followed by a welcome time out from school - allows students to focus more attentively.   
 

Conversely, contact with students subsequent to the pre-registration process is 
also important.  As a group, we acknowledge the merit of BHSU's suggestion.  Reaching 
out to students prior to the conclusion of the semester is certainly commendable - it 
reinforces that we care.  This approach is also pragmatic.  Making contact with students 
prior to (instead of following) summer departures is much more feasible.   
 

Understandably, we are interested in facilitating a situation that promotes 
effective communication with students both before and after pre-registration.  And the 
inherent challenge is obvious:  how do we orchestrate the perfect calendar solution? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************ 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion and recommendation. 
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The table featured below delineates key dates and processes relevant to this discussion: 
 

 Spring 2008 Spring 2009 
First day of classes January 17th January 14th 

Spring break March 17th – 24th March 9th -13th 
Midpoint of semester March 11th March 16th 

Mid-term deficiencies due 
from faculty 

March 18th March 23rd 

Pre-registration period April 7th -25th April 6th- 24th 

(as currently planned) 
Easter break Blended with spring break April 10th-13th 

End of semester May 8th May 9th 
 

For spring of 08, the midpoint occurred prior to spring break; mid-term 
deficiencies were due during the week of spring break.  Following spring break, two 
weeks (the first week shortened by the Monday of Easter break) preceded early 
registration. Consequently, moving pre-registration for this semester would have proven 
difficult to manage.   
 

Spring of 09 holds more promise.  For that reason, we recommend moving the 
pre-registration period up one week; this proposed time frame would span March 30th to 
April 17th.  The shift would preserve two weeks for advising between spring break and 
the start of pre-registration AND afford one additional week for communication between 
the conclusion of early registration and graduation.  The break-down is featured in bullet 
point format below: 
 

 1 week:  spring break 
 2 weeks:  advising  
 3 weeks:  pre-registration 
 3 weeks:  follow-up with students 

 
A secondary benefit to the proposal relates to assignment of pre-registration 

priorities.  Simply stated, a student's place in the registration line is governed by total 
completed credits.  This plan affords adequate time to accurately record transfer credits 
for new students and to recalculate registration priorities and date assignments.  We aim 
to assure equitable treatment of all students.   
 

Thank you for considering our proposal.  We await your final answer!   
 
 


