
1 
 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.B.2 
 

DATE: August 11, 2008 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: Tracking of Honors Students 
 

Earlier this summer, a request came from a campus to establish a tracking code for 
students enrolled in the Honors Program offered.  After some discussion, it was discovered that 
in general coding issues including requests for new coding methodologies and new codes are 
typically referred to the technology module/data administrators for review.  However, in this 
case it was forwarded to AAC for consideration since this will involve the creation of an 
approved program/degree audit.   
 

In addition, in situations such as this there may be interest in developing codes system 
wide.  As discovered with programs leading to teacher licensure, since programs (degrees plus 
majors) leading to licensure are not common, common coding methods needed to be initiated to 
facilitate the preparation of reports.  While this is not an issue with Honors Programs at this point 
in time, it could be an issue some day.  As background, a summary of the methodologies used to 
track students in Honors Programs is included. 
 

Members of AAC should consider whether or not the Council should review all tracking 
codes to determine if there is system applicability.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion and Recommendation. 
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BHSU: 
 
Our Honors Program Director identifies our honors students in Colleague on the STAL screen 
when they are admitted to the program by using the code “BADHN” in the “Other Cohorts” 
field.  We add an H to the end of our section numbers (ENGL 101 B001H) to identify our honors 
sections.  The Honors Program Director tracks their curriculum and notifies me when they are 
done.  
 
 
DSU: 
 
DSU has a Center of Excellence Honors program where students must meet admission 
requirements and complete the academic requirements as outlined in the catalog.  Students who 
choose to complete the Center of Excellence minor are tracked in Colleague and the minor is 
listed on the academic transcript.   
 
Students choose the requirements from a list of approved courses, which include courses with a 
HON prefix.  The HON courses meet the general education requirements for DSU programs. 
 
 
NSU: 
 
At NSU, we offer several sections of general education courses as honors courses each semester. 
 Students with an ACT composite of 27 or higher are permitted to register for these sections.  We 
have all freshmen with that level ACT enroll in our Honors freshman seminar and several honors 
sections instead of the learning communities we enroll other freshmen in.   Former honors 
directors kept varying levels of records on their honors students, but for many years, nothing 
formal has been done.  If a student was motivated enough to want to graduate in honoribus, they 
paid attention to the requirements (minimum of 18 credits in honors courses, including an honors 
thesis ,cum gpa of 3.5 or higher).  If a student enrolls for an honors thesis, I pull their transcript 
and look to see if they have completed the required number of credits, and if so, we notify the 
honors director, confirm with him and the student gets special recognition at graduation and a 
notation on their transcript. 
 
The current honors director, the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences and I met this past year 
to try to figure out how to better promote involvement in the program at NSU.  We have asked 
for a code, perhaps at the level of specialization or certificate so we can attach a requirement to a 
regular baccalaureate program so that students can track their progress on Program Eval.  At 
present, I have been keeping a spreadsheet of students who take honors courses and update the 
sheet each term to see if anyone is getting close, then send them an email to inform them of the 
requirements if they are close.  Building it into program eval would be better, but still would 
require a fair amount of manual work on my part.  This due to the fact that we do not have 
separate numbers for honors courses, so I will have to manually select the courses that will apply 
to the honors requirement, except for our honors seminar and thesis, which are numbered HON 
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190 and HON 498.  Even so, we think this will help the eligible students be aware of what they 
need to achieve this honor. 
 
To automate an honors requirement in program eval, we would need permission to set up 
“honors sections”, with honors noted in the course number, not just the section or course 
description.  For instance, if ENGL 101 were to be offered as an honors course, we would need 
to list it as HON 101, or as a unique HON number, or ENGL 101H.  We would prefer the latter 
as then the subject would still work for identifying the course and for various rules, etc. 
 
 
SDSMT: 
 
We do not offer honors program.  
 
 
SDSU: 
 
Our honors courses have HON in the title of the course.  (ie, Engl 201, Composition I HON).  
We have an Honors College with a Dean.  If a student wants to take a class for honors that is not 
given for honors, the students makes a written agreement with the Honors College and instructor 
of the course to do additional work.  When the course is completed, the Honors College notifies 
Records and we add HON to the title of that class.  The Dean of the Honors College tracks these 
students and supplies a list for the graduation program and for our office.  We then put the 
wording, “Honors College Distinction” on the transcript and diploma.   
 
 
USD: 
 
When students enter the Honors Program, they are added to the Honors Cohort on the STAL 
screen (Other Cohorts field—UADHN is the code). When they leave the program through 
graduation, resignation, or dismissal, an end date is applied.  
 
Also, when students complete the equivalent of the IdEA Program (2 seminars completed), the 
Honors Substitution (UH) code is applied to the Notes field on the STAL screen.  
 


