
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 8.B.1 
 

DATE: August 3, 2007 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: Guidelines for Multiple Degrees and Multiple Majors  

 
In March, AAC had a brief discussion about MCR 27 which states that all degrees/majors 

completed after the original graduation date will be entered as a new degree and new major.  See: 
 (http://www.sdbor.edu/administration/academics/aac/documents/03-
07AAC_8.B.1_multiple_degrees_majors.pdf)   
 

As was noted, this item was before AAC because there were concerns voiced that the 
practice in place was leading to an inflated number of degrees awarded.  The registrars and 
representatives of MOCC had raised this issue and were requesting guidance.   
 

This topic was discussed in June and members of AAC noted that more detailed discussions 
had been held as the policy was developed.  Agendas and minutes of past meetings were 
reviewed and the attached documents were uncovered.  These include: 
 

1. Minutes of the January, 2004 AAC meeting 
2. Agenda Item and Minutes of the December, 2004 AAC meeting 
3. Agenda Item and Minutes of the January 2005 AAC meeting 
4. Agenda Item of the March 2005 BOR meeting 

 
As noted, this was referred to MOCC and to the Registrars’ Module for review.  A 

comprehensive review prompted the MOCC membership to formally recommend this procedural 
change:  clearly distinguish between second majors and second degrees.  If this recommendation 
is officially approved by AAC, the relevant section of MCR 27 will be revised.   

 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion and action, if recommended 
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To enable this change, MOCC asked the University Data Administrators to create a 
fitting Colleague-based strategy.  MOCC approved the module’s recommendation, and the new 
codes were entered in test mode.  These codes have been tested to the System Data 
Administrator’s satisfaction. Pending AAC approval, these codes will be moved to production 
and implemented this academic year (starting fall 07). 
 

Recommended Colleague coding structure:  
 

Coding specific to 2nd majors: 
 

 Programs:  x.SPEC.ADDMJ or x.SPEC.<major> 
 Degree:  ADDMJ  
 Status code for completion:  M – Major Completed 

 
AAC should consider these options.  If it is agreed that current practice should be 

changed, revisions to policies and guidelines can be developed for review.  In addition, AAC 
should be prepared to act on the proposed change to coding for second majors. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 
AAC Minutes, January 2004 

Item 8.C Guidelines for Second Baccalaureate and Double Associate Majors 
Carol provided a draft set of guidelines.  She tried to begin with some basic ground rules and then 
address 2 or 3 different scenarios.  Carol read through the attachment.   
 
Background guidelines: 
Don D. asked if we are intending that the student meet the core requirements, is there a time limit?  If the 
core has been changed, does the student have to meet new requirements or the old?  Or if the student 
meets them at one time, does that mean the student doesn’t have to do it again?  Carol responded that 
we need to clarify that. 
 
Don responded that under current policy, if the student moves between universities, the student would 
change catalogs.  Lesta added that under additional baccalaureate degrees, a student who has a 
baccalaureate degree from a Regental university and then comes back would have to meet the general 
education requirements that are in existence when they come back for the second degree. 
 
Lesta commented that for someone who comes back for a second baccalaureate, the catalog of 
graduation would be the catalog in effect when they come back for the second degree.   
 
Don suggested adding the IGR’s and the ITL requirements as well.   
 
Carol suggested that under the requirements for the second baccalaureate degree, the student has to 
meet grade point average and major requirements.  What do we think it takes to get that second 
baccalaureate degree, besides the additional major and GPA?   
 
Carol remarked that the accelerated nursing program at SDSU assumes that if the student is a graduate 
of a regionally accredited baccalaureate program that they have met an accredited set of general 
education requirements.  To get the BS in Nursing, the student takes the necessary prerequisites and 
support courses and then the 56 credits in Nursing.  They earn a second and distinct degree.  They are 
not held to any new set of general education requirements.   
 
Lesta liked this approach.  Carol would be protective in that accelerated program because it’s part of the 
whole concept.  The distinction is that a regionally accredited program requires general education.  They 
are essentially saying that the student has already met that program once.   
 
Would this include the SGR’s and IGR’s?  What about the ITL’s?  Carol felt that it met all three 
requirements.  A graduate would have met all three of those requirements if they graduated from within 
our system.  Cecelia added that they would have met those requirements if they graduated recently.  
Cecelia felt there should be a time limit when the SGRs, IGRs and particularly the ITL’s are forgiven.  
Carol concurred that the ITL’s are probably a separate issue. 
 
AAC felt they needed to separate the requirements; for instance, if you graduated from a Regental 
institution you meet certain requirements and if you graduated from a non-Regental regionally accredited 
institution, you would meet another set of requirements.    
 
Don D. felt that we are treating students who move among our institutions very differently from students 
outside the system.  There seems to be a fundamental fairness issue.   
 
Don thought that if a student transfers from SDSU to USD, the catalog of graduation changes.  This is 
where the SGRs, IGRs and ITLs are addressed.  Carol felt that if the student meets the general education 
requirements at SDSU, then they meet the requirements at USD.  Lesta understood that if a student 
completes all the requirements at one institution and then transfers to another institution, the student 
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would not have to complete those requirements again.  Don did not feel that the catalog of graduation 
policy read this way.  Don will check on that policy. 
 
We need to divide point #3 into whether you’ve graduated from a regental university or a non-regental 
university.  We still need to resolve the general education requirements issue as to what the expectations 
might be. 
 
If a student is getting a second baccalaureate degree, are they required to complete another minor?  
Carol did not feel that this should become a requirement for a second degree.  
 
One degree, multiple majors/minors 
Carol commented that currently the student would earn one degree and one diploma and the transcript 
would list double majors.   
 
Dan explained that this is where the email from Ranny comes in.  He explained that we are still having 
problems in Colleague generating a reliable table of the degrees and majors approved by the Board.  It is 
combining associate degrees with baccalaureate degrees.  There are some weird combinations.   
 
Dan said that Ranny’s proposed resolution will not work if AAC goes with Carol’s proposed #1 point.  Dan 
is not saying this isn’t correct but he can see that her proposal of entering both programs will not work.  
The status code cannot be associated with the second major right now. 
 
Carol commented that a critical academic point is that majors are authorized within a specified degree 
framework.  This is looked at in #2.  How the codes match up is one issue and what the permanent 
academic records says is another.  Carol is concerned about the academic integrity. 
 
Lesta asked if what we need to do is fine as long as it doesn’t carry over into the transcript and diplomas.  
Dan will clarify this with Ranny. 
 
Lesta asked if the ITL requirements should be included under the first bullet.  Carol responded that her 
intent was to include the ITLs.   
 
Simultaneous degrees 
Carol added that the ITL requirements should be added here too.  Karen remarked that she was most 
concerned with this.  Currently SDSMT has students that double-major but it’s difficult to complete the 
requirements for two different majors within the framework of 128-136 hours.  All their situations are 
students that pursue their degrees simultaneously.  Most of them complete the requirements for both 
degrees in the same semester so the degrees are awarded at the same graduation ceremony.   
 
But also it would seem to violate the description when we’re talking about majors that are not offered in 
the same curriculum.  If they are both BS degrees, they should be under the same degree.  But if they 
decide to defer the awarding of the second degree for one semester, then SDSMT should give them two 
degrees.  If the student wants them awarded in the same semester, then SDSMT would give them one 
degree and list them as two majors.  Is this correct?  Carol agreed that in this instance, SDSMT would 
give the student two degrees. 
 
Lesta added that we need to keep in mind that the degree is Bachelor of Science. The major would be 
mechanical engineering or electrical engineering.  Karen felt that the role of accreditation in an 
engineering major plays an important part.  She felt that it was impossible in four years to complete the 
requirements of two majors.  The amount of additional work is substantial and their position has been that 
a second degree has been awarded. 
 
Karen felt that as this is written now, they could not award two degrees if completed in the same 
semester.  However if one of the degrees were completed a semester later, two degrees would be 
awarded. 
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There also was some confusion on what is actually listed on the diploma. 
 
Carol will rework section 3 on the additional baccalaureate degrees and bring it back to AAC for review.  
She will incorporate AAC suggestions. 
 
Dan P. will contact Ranny for clarification on what is the appropriate degree to put on the diploma, BS, BA 
or something more descriptive.   
 
Karen will provide a statement on ABET accreditation for the engineering programs. 
 
This item will come back to AAC in March for further discussion. 
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ATTACHMENT II 
 
AAC Minutes – December 2004 
 
Item 8.B Guidelines for Second Baccalaureate Degree and Double Associate Majors 
AAC provided suggestions to SDSU’s first draft and those suggestions are incorporated into this 
document.  AAC requested that Ranny Jones review the document and she has provided 
comments on degree information that should appear on the transcript.   
 
AAC reviewed the document and comments from Ranny.  AAC wants the system general 
education requirements and the IGRs to be specified throughout the document rather than just 
marking requirements.   
 
AAC concurred with Ranny’s suggestions on what and how to list degree information on the 
transcript.    
 
A few editorial revisions were made to the document.  The proposal will be cleaned up and 
brought back to the January AAC meeting for review. 
 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 8.B 
 

DATE: December 15, 2004 
 

************************************************************************* 
 
SUBJECT:  Guidelines for Second Baccalaureate Degree and Double Associate Majors 
 
 In January, Dr. Peterson provided proposed guidelines for second baccalaureate and double 
associate degrees.  AAC provided comments and Dr. Whitehead suggested adding information on 
accreditation for the engineering programs.  Dr. Peterson has provided a revised proposal (Attachment I).  
AAC requested that Ranny Jones review the draft policy and her comments are included (Attachment II).  
Attachment II also includes Ranny’s response to AAC’s question about what degree information should 
appear on the transcript. 
 
 AASCU also recently sent a digest on a Second Bachelor’s Degree policies at member institutions 
(Attachment III). 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Action. 
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Attachment I 

DRAFT – based on AAC Discussion 1/13/04 
 

Multiple Degrees, Multiple Majors 
 
Background Guidelines 

The System General Education Core, or its equivalent in transfer, needs to be met once to earn a 
baccalaureate or an associate degree from the South Dakota Regental System. 

 
The Institutional Graduation Requirements and the Information Technology Literacy Requirements of a 
Regental university need to be met once to earn a baccalaureate degree from the South Dakota Regental 
System. 
 
In the first baccalaureate degree from the Regental System, the student will complete System general 
education requirements, the IGR’s for the home university, the support and elective courses specified, the 
required courses in the major for a total minimum of 128 credits, and pass the proficiency examination. 
In the first associate degree from the Regental System, the student will complete system general 
education requirements, the support and elective courses specified, the required courses in the major for 
a total minimum of 64 credits, and pass the proficiency exam. 
 
Since all courses in the Regental system are resident credit, all will count toward the required credits for 
graduation provided: 
 
1. They meet the specified degree requirements. 
2. They meet the requirement for resident credit from the home university. 
 
Courses which meet one requirement may be used to meet other requirements provided over all credit 
requirements and guidelines are still met. 
 
Multiple Majors/Degrees 
 
1. One degree, multiple majors/minors from a Regental University 
 While pursuing a specific degree program, a student may earn several majors or minors 

approved under that same degree program. 
• The General Education, IGR, ITL requirements are met once. 
• The specific requirements for each major and minor must be met. 
• One degree and one diploma are issued.  
• Example BA in Arts and Science-Major: History; Major: Political Science; Minor: International 

Studies. 
 
 An exception to this occurs in Engineering and Engineering Technology where, because of 

professional and accreditation reasons, separate degrees are awarded if more than one major is 
completed and the related requirements are met. 
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2. Simultaneous degrees at a Regental University 
 Students wishing to complete two undergraduate majors that are offered under different 

program structures, or are in Engineering or Engineering Technology, must complete both 
curricula corresponding to the declared major, resulting in the completion of two baccalaureate 
degrees. For two degrees to be awarded during the same graduation, all requirements for both 
degrees must be met. 
a. The General Education, IGR, ITL Requirements are met once 
b. The specific requirements of each degree program must be met 
c. Two degrees and two diplomas are issued 
d. Courses may meet the requirements of both degrees provided the overall university 

requirements are met and the system requirements are met. 
 

3. Additional Baccalaureate Degrees within South Dakota System 
 A student holding a baccalaureate degree from a Regental university may receive an additional 

bachelor’s degree at a later time in a different major from that earned in the home institution. 
Such a student continues to be classified as an undergraduate student and must meet these 
requirements: 
a. Complete all course requirements for the additional major(s) as set forth in the current 

catalog of graduation 
b. Complete specific institutional graduation requirements and ITL requirements if different 

from those at the original home institution. (Note—Major question – Is this waived?) 
c. Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting the 

second degree: 
Baccalaureate  32 hours 
Associate  16 hours 

d. Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that must be 
earned from the institution granting the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

e. Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major requirements that must be 
completed at the degree granting institution: 50 percent. 

 
4. Additional Baccalaureate Degree when First Degree Outside System
 A student holding a baccalaureate degree from a non-Regental, regionally accredited college or 

university may receive an additional baccalaureate degree in a different major from that 
previously earned. Such a student continues to be classified as an undergraduate student and 
must meet these requirements: 
a. Complete unique institutional graduation and ITL requirements not completed as part of the 

general education of the first degree. 
b. Complete all required support and major courses as specified by the Regental University. 
c. Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting the 

second degree: 
Baccalaureate  32 hours 
Associate  16 hours 

d. Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that must be 
earned from the institution granting the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

e. Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major requirements that must be 
completed at the degree granting institution: 50 percent. 

J:\DATA\AcAff\bor\Multiple Degrees-Multiple Majors.doc 
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Attachment II 
Recommendation to Multiple Degree, Multiple Major Issues 

by Ranny Jones and Carla Reihe 
 
 
Recommendation Summary 

Based on previous actions of the AAC and ongoing reporting difficulties, separate academic 
programs should be created for each major a student pursues, regardless of whether the majors are 
being pursued simultaneously or sequentially.  The transcript will list each degree and major and the date 
received.  The institution may decide whether to issue one or two diplomas. 
 
Definition of 2nd Baccalaureate degree received after completion of the first baccalaureate degree as 
approved by AAC on March 14, 2002 as part of the Degree Type Proposal  
 

• A student who has completed a baccalaureate degree and then returns to seek an additional 
major associated with the same or a different degree will be classified as a degree seeking 
student.  These students will be included in the major enrollment report and will be eligible for 
financial aid in accordance with federal financial aid rules.  Upon completion of requirements a 
second notation will be made on the academic transcript and another diploma will be issued. 

 
Reporting Issues 

• In order to tie the various elements of a program to a specific major (specifically degree, degree 
type, and program status), the additional majors functionality in Colleague on the STPA screen 
should not be utilized. 

o XNONE would be added to the Program Addnl Restrictions (PRAR) screen for Addnl 
Majors so that no additional majors could be entered on any programs. 

o The Additional Minors, Specializations and CCDs functionality on PRAR would stay intact.   
 
Procedural Issues 

• At the time of application, there will be an application (APPN) created for EACH Academic 
Program (Major) selected.  Example: If a student states they are interested in Psychology and 
Sociology, an application would be created for both majors. 

 
• As the student continues their academic career, any additional academic programs (majors) will 

be entered on the Student Academic Program (SACP) screen for EACH academic program the 
student selects. 

o This will allow the student to have an advisor for each program (major). 
o This will allow the Enrollment by Major report to pull applicable data such as degree, 

degree type, and program status information from the PROG screen. 
o If the student is applying for minors or specializations and has multiple programs, the 

university will determine which degree the minor and/or specialization is associated with. 
• At the time of graduation, a Student Graduation Data (SGRD) screen will be completed for EACH 

degree (program/major) the student has fulfilled the requirements for.  Academic Credentials 
(AACR) will be updated for each degree (program/name). 

o The transcript will list each degree the student has completed. 
o The transcript will appear as follows: 

Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84 
      Major: Sociology 
 
OR 
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Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84 
      Major: Electrical Engineering 

 
• After graduation with one degree, if a student re-applies to a major associated with the same 

degree or to a major associated with a new degree, an application (APPN) will be created for 
EACH new program and the student will graduate with another degree (program/major). 

o The transcript will list each degree (program/major) the student has completed. 
o The transcript will appear as follows: 

Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/94 
      Major: Sociology 
 
OR 
 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/94 
      Major: Electrical Engineering 

 
University Issues 

• The university determines how many diplomas are generated for a student with multiple 
programs (majors). 

• The university determines what the diploma verbiage is. 
 
Response to AAC Request by Ranny Jones to AAC Question Regarding What Degree Information Should 
Appear on the Diploma 
 
Recommendation:  What is the appropriate degree to put on the diploma, BS, BA, or something more 
descriptive? 
 The "AACRAO Academic Record and Transcript Guide of 2003" states that the following elements 
are essential in the "Statement of Graduation" on the transcript:  

• Title of the degree received is essential.  I would interpret this to mean Bachelor of Science 
should be entered not BS.  NCES defines Degree as "A title conferred by a college or university 
as official recognition for the completion of a program of studies or for other attainment.  

• Date the degree is officially awarded.  Month and year are essential and inclusion of the day of 
the month is recommended.  

• Major - the major field of study is essential.  
• Minor  - is essential  

 
My recommendation is that further description, such as the Division within the university in which the 
degree was granted, should not be entered on the transcript because this information does not follow a 
consistent naming standard (i.e. Arts and Science, Liberal Arts, etc.).  The "division" information has no 
meaning to an outside constituency. 
  
Diploma 
  
Recommendation: What is the appropriate degree to put on the diploma, BS, BA, or something more 
descriptive? 
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In this age of "diploma mills", the diploma should not be considered a legal document. It is a certificate 
of recognition granted by the university.  The academic transcript is the legal document that verifies the 
degree(s) granted. 
  
Therefore, universities could enter more descriptive information on the diploma such as division in 
which the degree was granted at that university. 
  
The only reference to diplomas that was noted in the "AACRAO Academic Record and Transcript Guide 
of 2003" is the following note: "The major should appear on the transcript, but not on the diploma."  I 
do not know the rationale for this. 
  
 Ranny B. Jones 
Student Services Module Coordinator 
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Attachment III 

Second Bachelor’s Degree 
Digest of Responses 

American Association of State Colleges and Universities 
Academic Leadership and Change 

 
5 February 2004 

Reference No: 04-01 
 

Query 
 
From: From our colleague Dan King at Rhode Island College: 
 
"We are experiencing some increase in requests from our own alumni to pursue a second bachelor’s 
degree in a field different from that of the first degree.  However, in many instances the actual degree 
would not change (e.g., a graduate with a B.A. degree in philosophy wants to pursue a second B.A. 
degree in psychology).  There is some discussion on this campus regarding higher education’s tradition of 
awarding a degree only once-that is, if a student has received a B.A., he/she cannot be a candidate for a 
second B.A. (although could be a candidate for a degree with another name, such as B.S., B.S.N, etc.)  
 
I’d like to know which AASCU institutions grant the same degree twice, and in general, what restrictions 
are imposed on such curricula."  
 
Summary 
This was a difficult if not impossible set of responses to summarize.  As you can see by reviewing the 
responses below, there were a variety of approaches.  Clearly a lot of institutions award second 
bachelor’s degrees without the prohibition that Dan describes, yet enough have the restriction that a case 
could be made either way.  As I read the responses, I noticed two things.  First, several institutions 
reported increasing numbers of students interested in second degrees.  I wonder if that is a function of a 
difficult economy, and a concern for broader eligibility for employment?  Second, I noted the for some 
institutions, additional degrees represented access to life-long learning, while for others (particularly in 
this time of retrenchment), the second degree was viewed from a policy perspective as an additional 
burden on the state, to be charged a higher tuition or restricted in other ways.        
 
Appendix of Responses          
Responses listed by chief academic officer, unless otherwise noted. 
 
At Salisbury University students may receive two degrees of the same type, i.e. 2 BA degrees, by either 
of two options.  1) Taken Sequentially.  Minimum of 30 semester hours for second degree, meet all 
requirements for the second major, usual GPA, etc.  2) Taken Simultaneously.  Minimum of 150 total 
credit hours, all requirements for both programs, etc.    
David H. Buchanan, Salisbury University 
 
 
Any student seeking a second undergraduate degree from Central may do so after meeting all remaining 
major requirements and any major-specific general education unique to the new program of study.  The 
new major must be different from the major(s) or minor(s) of the original degree.  The student must 
complete a minimum of 30 additional undergraduate semester hours beyond the minimum requirement 
of the first degree before the second degree can be awarded.  The opportunity to receive a second 
IDENTICAL bachelors degree has only been in effect at Central for approximately one year. Prior to this 
recent change a student at Central could not receive the same bachelor's degree more than once.  They 
could, however, receive different bachelor's degrees to include the BS, BA, BS Bus Adm, BS in Ed, B 
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SocWk, B of Music, etc.  Previously they could not earn two BS's or 2 BA's.  Today they can earn multiple 
BS's or any other bachelor's degree.  Central continues to offer students the opportunity to earn second 
majors as a compliment to their original degree program.  A student wishing a second major after 
earning their original bachelor's degree can add the second major to the first degree upon completing all 
major requirements.  Over the years I have seen and heard much confusion with this issue.   Most of the 
confusion comes from those who use the words "degree" and "major" interchangeably.  The degree, of 
course represents the entirety of the 124-semester hour program of study.  The major represents 40-60 
hours of concentrated study within the degree.  We do not offer an Accounting "degree" which 
unfortunately is too often referenced not only by students but also by faculty and administrators as well. 
We do offer a "major" in Accounting via a BS in Bus Administration degree.  Please let me know if there 
are any additional questions or points of interest that I might clarify. 
D Rhodes, Registrar, Central Missouri State University 
 
 
At UW-Stevens Point, we can consider a student for a second degree so long as it is different than the 
first earned here. If a student earned a BFA here, the student can work toward a BM, BA, or BS but not 
another BFA here. It may be possible for a student to get a BFA here after earning a BFA at another 
school because the requirements may be different there for the same degree name. 
Nancy Bayne, University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point 
 
 
We allow students to do two BA's but we only award one degree...even if they come back later for the 
second BA.  They do get a second diploma and degree if they do a degree with a different title (i.e. BS 
and BA). 
Norm Bregman, Longwood University 
 
 
Lincoln University's policy on Second Bachelor's Degree is that a student who has earned a bachelor's 
degree from an accredited college or university may earn a second bachelor's degree if he or she, 1) 
satisfies the curriculum requirements of the new major; 2) declares the new major in a field other than 
that of the first degree; and 3) Completes a minimum of 141-degree credit hours. 
If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me. 
Mohammed Khaleel, Lincoln University 
 
 
Wayne State College allows students to complete an additional program (major or endorsement) under a 
degree already awarded.    In those cases, the students must: 1) complete a minimum of 15 additional 
credits at WSC as approved by the appropriate dean; 2) complete all required courses within the major or 
endorsement; 3) satisfy all other requirements for that major or endorsement.  When an additional major 
or endorsement is completed, a notation to that effect will be placed on the official transcript by the 
Records Office.   No change will be made in the original diploma and the student will not be eligible to 
participate in commencement.    No financial aid is available unless a student is seeking a second degree 
or certificate. 
David Fuller, Wayne State College 
 
 
The more typical approach would be a "double major."  The student would earn a B.A. with a major in 
Philosophy and a second major in Psychology.  The second typical path would be a B.A. in Philosophy 
and a B.S. in Psychology. 
Tom Eaves, Bluefield State College 
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We do allow students to get a second B.A. We also allow them to earn double majors. 
Fredrick Barton, University of New Orleans 
 
 
Alan Goodridge passed your query along for me to address.  The University of Toledo grants second 
degrees.  It is possible for students to earn two (or sometimes more than 2) BA degrees or BS degrees.  
The second degree must be, of course, be granted by a different department.  Furthermore, the following 
guidelines apply: 

 1.    General education requirements completed for the first degree totally fulfill general 
education requirements for the second degree. 
 2.    Hours in general completed for the first-degree count toward the second one. 
 3.    Students must fulfill all of the courses required for the second major 
 4.    Students must complete at least 20 additional semester hours of work over and above the 
minimum number of hours required for the first degree. 

We actually have a substantial number of students who pursue this option.  It makes it easy to meet the 
spirit of lifelong learning that we try so hard to support.  If questions arise, please feel free to contact 
me.   
William L. Bischoff, Provost for Academic Programs and Policies, University of Toledo 
 
 
We allow students to pursue second bachelor's degrees and do not restrict those opportunities based on 
what their first degree was.  They must have the approval of the chief academic officer, meet all the 
requirements for the second degree and take at least 26 hrs beyond their first degree.  It is up to the 
dean of the school that awards the second degree to determine how the courses taken for the first 
degree will count toward the second degree.  The most common second degrees are in teacher 
education, nursing, and business.  It is rare for a student with a BA to pursue another BA. 
Gilbert W. Atnip, Indiana University Southeast 
 
 
Perhaps the issue hinges on whether degrees are major-designated.  E.g., baccalaureate degrees in the 
University System of Georgia include the name of the major in the title of the degree, so we do not 
award undesignated BS or BA degrees. Therefore, our students can pursue more than one baccalaureate 
degree, either simultaneously or sequentially. The details vary from institution to institution, but to 
receive a second baccalaureate degree at this institution, a student must 1) satisfy all core and major-
area curricular requirements for that second degree plus 2) must also complete at least 30 semester 
hours of coursework that is not common to the two degrees. 
David E. Hornbeck, Southern Polytechnic State University 
 
 
UM-Dearborn permits the granting of a second (or third) bachelor’s degree upon completion of the 
requirements for the second (or third) degree program.  We do this because we award the bachelors 
degree in specific fields.  Thus a BA in philosophy is distinct from a B.A. in psychology.   
Robert Simpson, University of Michigan-Dearborn 
 
 
The University of Michigan - Flint Catalog has had an entry for a second baccalaureate degree for as long 
as I can remember (at least 20 years).  The requirements are a minimum of 30 credits beyond those 
required for the previous degree.  "The 90 credits counted from the previous degree will form the basis 
for the new degree, and will carry its grade point average.  When the first bachelor's degree was earned 
at an institution other than one of the campuses of the University of Michigan, students are usually 
granted 75 credits toward the new degree program."  Our students also can work toward two bachelor's 
degrees simultaneously.  Minimal requirements for two degrees earned simultaneously include 30 
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additional credits beyond the credits required for one of the degrees and fulfillment of all requirements 
for both degrees. 
Renate McLaughlin, The University of Michigan 
 
 
We have no problem awarding as many B.S. or B.A. degrees as someone wants to earn as long as they 
complete the required number of hours and stay with SACS requirements.  
Tom Rakes, University of Tennessee at Martin 
 
 
Because of our enrollment cap, we are admitting no post-bacs for next year. I think that's CSU-wide. In 
general, I think you can indeed get a second BA from the same college, as long as it's a different major, 
but I would be interested in finding out what Dan learns. 
Ted Lucas California State University Channel Islands 
 
 
Northern Michigan University does allow additional undergraduate degrees based on new majors.  Here is 
the language from our current Bulletin. 

Additional Degrees and Certificates 
Students who have earned a baccalaureate or associate degree or a certificate at Northern Michigan 
University or elsewhere may earn additional degrees or certificates in academic areas or programs other 
than any previously earned degrees or certificates.  Students must meet all current university 
requirements relating to their new degree or certificate. Students with an earned baccalaureate degree 
who are seeking additional degrees must apply in the Admissions Office. Students may only enroll in 
courses leading to their new degree or certificate and may not enroll in any courses at the 500 level or 
above. 
 
To qualify for a second baccalaureate degree, the student must: complete a minimum of 32 semester 
credit hours at NMU beyond the first baccalaureate degree.  Within the 32 hours (or more) the student 
must complete all requirement for the new major including any requirements for "related" course work as 
well as any graduation requirements which are outside the major (excluding liberal studies). 
Fred Joyal, Northern Michigan University 
 
 
MTSU offers a second bachelor's degree.  Requirements: 
l.   First degree awarded by an institution of higher learning. 
2.  All requirements for the major program in the new degree must be met and approved by the major 
department chair and dean of the college. 
3.  2.00 GPA, 2.0 in major, computer literacy requirements and Am history requirements must be met. 
Kaylene A. Gebert, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
 
UMA does allow students who hold a bachelor's degree from us or another institution to earn a second 
one.  A BA holder may earn a second BA, as might a BS holder earn a second BS.  Having said that, we 
only offer a handful of these options, and they are all BS degrees.  We try to define our second 
baccalaureate degrees (30 credit hour minimum) by the upper level courses within the major.  Normally, 
non-major courses and lower division prerequisites are excluded from the second bachelor's 
requirements.   
Josh Nadel, University of Maine at Augusta 
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We do indeed allow students to pursue a second B.A.  Our catalog states that "to receive a second 
baccalaureate degree, a student must meet all the requirements for the second degree, including at least 
36 weeks in residence and earning not less than 32 hours of credit." 
Aaron Podolefsky, University of Northern Iowa 
 
 
At SUNY Brockport, we have also experienced an increase in 2nd degree students.  10 years ago, the 
college may have had 25 students a year who came back for a 2nd degree.  This past year, there were 
110. 
 
Brockport's policy requires that students returning for 2nd degrees must be accepted into a major that is 
significantly different from the major(s) that was completed when the first degree was awarded.  The 
college does not restrict acceptance based on the type of degree awarded.  One of the reasons for this is 
that some of Brockport's majors can only be awarded as a Bachelor of Arts (i.e. International Studies) or 
Bachelor of Science (i.e. Business Administration).  We would not want to prohibit a student from 
returning to pursue a 2nd degree in another one of the majors that can only be awarded under a specific 
degree type. 
Peter Dowe, Registrar, State University of New York College at Brockport 
 
 
This is a subject that has come up in the SD system several times and our Academic VP group has it as 
future agenda item to develop a system policy.  At this time here at SDSU we would give one degree with 
several majors if the majors came within the same degree framework. But if the new major were offered 
within a different framework then a second degree would be given.  For an example a person earning a 
major in history and another major in English would get one degree if these were both earned within the 
BA framework of the College of Arts and Science.  However if the person earned a degree in history 
under the BA framework and another major in nursing under the BS framework the two degrees would 
be awarded.   
Carol J. Peterson, South Dakota State University 
 
 
VCSU allows two or more degrees.  We require the student to meet all the specific requirements for the 
major in the second degree along with any other state, disciplinary accreditation requirements.  While we 
have not had many requests to do so, we do worry about the considerable "parallelism" between double 
majoring and double degreeing.  We are currently discussing very distinct guidelines to keep these two 
issues apart from one another.  Hope this helps.  I think it's not a problem for us because the number of 
requests has been so small. 
Leslie Wong, Valley City State University 
 
 
Our catalog reads: 
"Normally, two identical degrees are not awarded. However, a student may receive the appropriate 
degree of any other program by completing the additional requirements of that program and earning at 
least 30 hours of resident credit (20 hours for the associate degree) in excess of the requirement for the 
original degree." 
 
According to my registrar: 
If a student gets a BA in Psychology and then comes back and wants one in Sociology we tell them they 
can't get an additional degree because they already have one BA, they can't get another BA. What they 
can do is enroll as a post-bac, take the courses necessary for the sociology major and when certified by 
the sociology department we will note on their transcript that they completed requirements for an 
additional major in sociology as of whatever date they complete. Some students do this but for many this 

Page 16 



isn't an option because they want financial aid and they cannot get aid as a post-bac (non degree seeking 
student). We do allow a student to come back and pursue a different degree program as additional 
degree (BSED, BS, etc.) 
Samuel Sullivan, Augusta State University 
 
 
At West Texas A&M University, we do allow students to pursue a second degree in the same degree (BA, 
BS etc) as long as it is a different major.   The student has to meet the degree requirements of the new 
major and under the catalog that pertains to the second attempt.  We have had a lot of discussion on 
whether they should have to meet any new core requirements, or core requirements that were not 
satisfied by the core at the previous school.  However, in the spirit of Texas law on core, we are probably 
going to accept that a student is ‘core complete’ at an accredited school, that we would not require 
completion of a new set of core requirements, unless they are requirements for the new major. 
Flavius Killebrew, West Texas A&M University 
 
 
Students already holding a baccalaureate degree from Oakland University (OU) who wish to earn 
an additional baccalaureate degree must: 

1. Receive written approval from the college or school concerned as part of the admission 
process to the new program.  

2. Complete at least 32 additional credits at OU.  
3. Meet the university-wide general education, ethnic diversity and writing proficiency 

requirements (the writing proficiency requirement will be eliminated beginning the 2004-
05 academic year), and all other specific requirements for the new degree as stipulated 
by the college, school in which the student is a candidate. 

In the case of students holding a baccalaureate from Oakland University, the new degree must 
have separate designation or be awarded by a different academic division, as described above. 
Alternately, students may enroll as post-baccalaureate students have completion of an additional 
major recorded on the transcript.  Such students must meet all requirements for the additional 
major. 
Steven J. Shablin, Registrar, Oakland University 
 
 
Midwestern State will grant second bachelor's degrees independent of whether they have the same 
designations or not. The only thing required is, of course, that the majors be in different fields. 
Friederike Wiedemann, Midwestern State University 
 
 
FHSU permits second degrees as long as the individual acquires 30 hours beyond the first-degree 
program.  In actuality, most second degrees require more than 30 hours and students end up with 160 to 
180 hours if they pursue a second degree. This does include second B.A. degrees as well as the addition 
of a B.S. as desired by individual students.  There are no restrictions other than those I note in my first 
sentence, but the real controlling element in many of the requests is the age and applicability of 
individual courses.  For example, our Gen-Ed courses must be retaken after six years.  Thus, if a person 
were to return after leaving the institution, each Gen-Ed course would be scrutinized carefully.  We make 
exceptions, but the rule still applies.  Finally, most B.S. degrees in the sciences require 50 hours of 
coursework in the sciences to include cognates, pre-reqs, etc.  This makes it more difficult to pick up a 
second degree that is categorized as a B.S. than it might seem.   
Lawrence Gould, Fort Hays State University 
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It is standard practice to award a degree only once. A student could either get a second major under the 
same degree; or as you suggest, earn a different degree, i.e. BS of BSN, etc. 
Terrel L. Rhodes, Vice Provost for Curriculum and Undergraduate Studies, Portland State University 
 
 
CSU does not award a second degree unless it is a different degree.  Students, however, may pursue a 
second major under the same degree if the major is in a significantly different discipline. 
Carl Wallman, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Columbus State University     
 
 
Illinois State will permit a student to seek admission as a second bachelors as long as the second 
bachelors is in a different major field of study. A student may earn the same degree. The curriculum 
requirements for the second bachelors are published in the catalog and are as follows: 

--Completion of all requirements for the major 
--Completion of 32 semester hours taken after granting of the first degree 
--30 of the 32 hours must be in residence at Illinois State 
--24 of the 32 hours must be senior college 
--Completion of all other graduation requirements with the exception of the general education 
requirement. 

We will award around 60 second bachelors degrees a year. 
John W. Presley, Illinois State University 
 
 
We do allow for a 2nd baccalaureate degree, but advise against it.  However, we will honor the student's 
choice.  We will not award additional baccalaureate degrees beyond a second one.  Our guidelines follow: 
 
Second Bachelor Degree (Undergraduate)  
Students who have received one baccalaureate degree at Thomas Edison State College or another 
regionally accredited institution can earn a second baccalaureate degree under the following conditions. 
1) Students must complete a minimum of 30 additional credits beyond the date all prior degrees were 
completed. 2) Students must select an area of study, which is significantly different from their previous 
degree(s). 3) Students must complete all requirements for the area of study under the current catalog. 4) 
Coursework used to fulfill requirements for a previous undergraduate degree major or any other 
advanced and professional degrees may not be used to fulfill requirements for the second bachelor's area 
of study.   Thomas Edison State College encourages students to consider other approaches to advance 
their education. In most situations students would be better served by pursuing an appropriate advanced 
degree rather than additional bachelor degrees.  
 
Third Bachelor's Degree (Undergraduate)  
The College will not award a third bachelor degree.  
William J. Seaton, Thomas Edison State College 
 
 
The short answer is that we do award second bachelor degrees, but it cannot be the same degree and 
from the same college as the student's previous degree.  For instance, a student cannot earn a BA in 
English and a BA in history because that would be the same degree earned twice from the same college, 
Arts and Sciences.  But the student could earn a BA in English and a BS in Chemistry because the 
degrees would be different even though it would be from the same college.  The additional credit 
requirement is a minimum of 30 credits in resident credit beyond the first degree's requirements. 
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Here is the catalog copy from our 2003-2005 General Bulletin: 
 
Second Degree 
A student may earn a second bachelor's degree at Montana State University-Billings by taking a minimum 
of an additional 30 semester credits in residence beyond the 120 semester credits required for the first 
bachelor's degree. Once the first bachelor's degree has been awarded, the student must earn an 
additional 30 semester credits regardless of the total number of credits earned within the first degree.  
Students at Montana State University-Billings may earn the two degrees concurrently. In order to earn 
two bachelor's degrees concurrently, a student must earn a minimum of 150 semester credits. The 
student must meet all other requirements for the second degree.  Students transferring to MSU-Billings 
for the second degree must have earned the first degree at an institution accredited by its regional 
accrediting association. Montana State University-Billings will not grant a student a second degree if the 
second degree is the same degree and from the same Montana State University-Billings College that 
awarded the first degree.   
 
Students who have previously earned a master's degree or a more advanced degree may be eligible to 
earn a bachelor's degree. The bachelor's degree must be outside of the major concentration of the 
advanced degree, and the student must earn no less than 30 additional semester credits at Montana 
State University-Billings while meeting all the requirements for the bachelor's degree. 
Karen E. Everett, University Registrar and Director of Admissions, Montana State University-Billings 
 
 
Second Degree Requirements: 
If you have earned a degree from Morehead State University or any other accredited college or 
university, you may earn a second bachelor's degree or associate degree by completing program 
requirements approved by your major department and the following minimum requirements. 
 
For a second bachelor's degree, you must: 
1.  Hold an acceptable bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university. 
2.  Complete a program of study approved by the head of your major department, including at least 32 
new semester hours earned at Morehead State University.  Of these 32, a minimum of 15 semester hours 
must be earned to complete a new major or area of concentration. 
3.  Earn a minimum of 2.0 GPA in all course work presented to complete the program, in all course work 
completed at Morehead State University, and in all course work in a major, minor, or area of 
concentration. 
 
For a second associate degree, you must: 
1.  Hold an acceptable associate or higher degree from an accredited college or university. 
2.  Complete a program of study approved by the head of your major department, including at least 16 
new semester hours (at least 12 must be earned at Morehead State University).  At least nine of the 16 
semester hours earned must be in courses in a new prescribed associate degree program. 
3.  Earn a minimum of 2.0 GPA in all course work presented to complete the program, in all course work 
completed at Morehead State University, and in all course work in the new prescribed associate program. 
Michael Moore, Morehead State University 
 
 
The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire will grant a second degree of the same type.  The primary 
requirement for this is a minimum of 30 credits beyond the first degree, of which at least 23 are taken in 
residence.  All general education and University-wide requirements are considered met, but the student 
must, of course, meet all major/minor and other degree specific requirements of the second degree.  
Sue E. Moore, University Registrar, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire  
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SOU allows a student to seek a 2nd BA or BS degree in a different major than was awarded on the 1st 
degree, provided the student completes at least 36 additional credit hours (if 1st degree granted by SOU) 
or 45 credit hours (if 1st degree granted elsewhere). Both degrees may be BS or BA. There are no other 
restrictions. 
Michael Corcoran, Registrar, Southern Oregon University 
 
 
Montana Tech of the University of Montana awards a second degree under the following circumstances: 
all necessary major requirements, including pre-requisites, must be met for the second baccalaureate; 15 
additional upper division credits, including the senior capstone, must be completed; general education 
requirements are considered met with the first degree.  University of Montana-Western awards a second 
degree (of any type); the only stipulation is that the student needs to complete an additional 30 credits 
beyond that needed for the first degree.  Montana State University-Northern only awards a second 
degree if it differs from the student's first degree; that second baccalaureate degree also requires a 
minimum of 30 additional credits. 
Roger Barber, Interim Deputy Commissioner for Academic & Student Affairs, Office of the Commissioner 
of Higher Education 
 
 
We would grant the same degree but with a different major. 
Robert Sedlak, University of Wisconsin - Stout 
 
 
The policy at Fort Lewis College is copied below.  
Second Bachelor's Degree  
Students pursuing a second bachelor's degree at Fort Lewis College after earning the first bachelor's 
degree must complete a minimum of 30 credit hours at Fort Lewis College. To be recognized, the first 
degree must be from a regionally accredited institution. If the first bachelor's degree was either a 
bachelor of arts or a bachelor of sciences degree, the student will be exempt from general education 
requirements, needing to complete only the requirements for the Major, including auxiliary requirements. 
Students whose first degree was a degree other than a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science, (e.g. BFA, 
BSN, BMA) will be required to fulfill general education requirements as well as Major requirements, either 
by transfer of equivalent courses or by taking appropriate courses at Fort Lewis College.  
No honors are awarded upon the receipt of a non-concurrent second bachelor's degree.  
Sherri Waggoner, Registrar, Director Records Services, Fort Lewis College  
 
 
In response to your recent email to AASCU Chief Academic Officers, Eastern Connecticut State University 
does grant second bachelor degrees.  This degree can be the same degree previously received.  Our 
policy is:  Eastern Connecticut State University undergraduate students may complete two baccalaureate 
degrees simultaneously by fulfilling all undergraduate graduation requirements, accumulating a minimum 
of 150 credits, fulfilling a minimum 60-credit residency, and meeting all requirements of both majors, 
with at least 15 credits in each major earned at Eastern.  Eastern Connecticut State University 
baccalaureate degree holders may earn a second baccalaureate degree by fulfilling all undergraduate 
graduation requirements, accumulating a minimum of 150 credits, fulfilling a minimum 60-credit 
residency, and meeting all requirements of the second major, with at least 15 credits in the second major 
earned at Eastern.  Baccalaureate degree holders from a regionally accredited college or university 
wishing to earn a second baccalaureate from Eastern Connecticut State University must meet the 
minimum 30-credit residency requirement and all requirements for the major, with at least 15 credits of 
the major completed at Eastern. 
Kathleen B. Fabian, Registrar, Eastern Connecticut State University  
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We do not restrict a student from coming back for a second bachelor's degree of the same type (BA, BS, 
etc).  We encourage them to choose a second major in a different college (AAS, BUS, EDU, FNA, FOR, 
LBA, SCM) but this also is not a set rule.  What they cannot do is come back and do a second bachelor's 
degree using courses used toward a major or minor on the first degree. 
Mary Cullinan, Stephen F. Austin State University 
 
 
The University of Wisconsin - La Crosse does award a second degree of the same flavor. Students must 
earn at least 30 credits and fulfill all core, professional and major requirements.  
Elizabeth J. Hitch, University of Wisconsin - La Crosse 
 
 
At UW-Platteville a separate diploma is awarded only when the new major leads to a degree different 
from the first degree granted.  Fulfillment of requirements for a second major of the same degree type 
will not lead to a second degree, but rather credit for a second major is entered on the recipient's 
transcript. 
Carol Sue Butts, University of Wisconsin, Platteville 
 
 
To the best of my knowledge Indiana University does not have a universal policy covering this issue; 
however, individual schools do address it.  For example, the IU Kokomo School of Business precludes the 
second baccalaureate, as it will not award the same degree twice. 
Stu Green, Indiana University 
 
 
WE grant the degree once.  If a student returns to seek an additional "concentration" of coursework 
under the same degree, there is no additional degree granted and the course work simply shows on the 
transcript.  If the student returns to complete a degree in a different discipline or program, then a second 
degree may be granted provided all requirements are met.  
Jeanne Daboval, McNeese State University 
 
 
At California State University, Sacramento, we allow a second bachelor degree as long as it is 
substantially different in discipline to the first degree (no distinction BA/BS).  We require 30 units in 
residence (if they are not from CSUS) and a minimum of 24 upper division units in the major.  The 
transcript reads " second baccalaureate degree in ..." (BA or BS not noted).  Second-bac students are the 
lowest priority for registration times, the first to close when we shut off enrollments and most likely the 
first students we will not admit if we have a no enrollment growth scenario. 
Ric Brown, California State University, Sacramento 
 
 
Clemson does allow students to earn a second baccalaureate degree. The requirement as stated in the 
catalog follows: To complete a second baccalaureate degree, a student must complete a minimum of 30 
semester hours at Clemson in addition to the greater number of hours required for either degree and 
satisfy all course and grade requirements for the second degree.  Somewhat more common at Clemson is 
a baccalaureate degree with a double major. The catalog states: A student in a Bachelor of Arts degree 
program may be awarded a single baccalaureate degree with a double major. The two majors may be 
within a single college or may involve two colleges but are limited to Bachelor of Arts degree programs. 
Stan Smith, Registrar, Clemson University 
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At East Central University, we award a second bachelor's degree based upon the following policy: 
"Having fulfilled all requirements for a bachelor's degree, a student is eligible for a second bachelor's 
degree after finishing 154 semester hours (excluding graduate credit) and the requirements for a new 
major and new minor. Coursework used on the major of the first bachelor's degree may not apply as 
coursework for the major of the second bachelor's degree."  We would grant a second BA or a second 
BS, as the case may be. 
Duane C. Anderson, East Central University 
 
 
Our policy is identical to what was stated in the policy below,  
A student is to receive only one degree in a degree area, i.e., BBA, BA, BS.  However, the way a student 
can receive a second degree in an area is if the major in the degree area is listed on the diploma. 
Otherwise BS, BSW, or whatever would apply to every major listed under that degree. 
Joseph Silver, Savannah State University 
 
 
The University of Guam allows second baccalaureate degrees, but the majors must be significantly 
different as certified by the Deans and faculty advisors. See our website at www.uog.edu for a copy of 
the latest catalogue and rules. 
Helen Whippy, University of Guam 
 
 
Over the years, we have had a number of students who have pursued a second bachelor's degree at 
Cortland. The students have earned either a second BA or BS, or have added either of those degrees to a 
BSED (and vice-versa). We have not to my knowledge ever turned away a student who was seeking the 
same degree in a different discipline. We treat the second bachelors degree students very much like our 
enrolled students who pursue the same degree with a dual major, in some cases it may be the same 
degree (BA_SOC & BA_SPA), or it could be dual degree and dual major (BA_ATR & BSED_PEC).  
At Cortland, we follow the formal State University of New York policy established by Dr. James E. Perdue, 
Vice Chancellor for Academic Programs, Policy & Planning in his Memorandum to Presidents, Vol. 80, No. 
5, dated April 11, 1980. The guidelines state that: a) " a second degree at the same level may be 
undertaken concurrently or consecutively, but should be awarded when a 'significant amount' of 
additional coursework in a very different field is completed. This also applies to programs at two different 
colleges."  b) "When a student meets the requirements of more than one option or major within a single 
degree area, a single degree should be awarded rather than two separate degrees" (cited in the BA 
example above).  c) "programs pursued in two different colleges or schools of a campus which lead to 
two different career objectives may result in the awarding of two degrees, provided the degree 
requirements have been met in each program, and a 'significant additional amount' of course work 
beyond the single degree requirement has been completed.  In order to avoid excessive specificity, we 
have avoided prescribing a specific number of credits for an additional degree, and instead have used the 
word 'significant.' At the undergraduate level, we believe that a significant amount of additional course 
work should approximate approaching 30 or more credit hours." 
Donna M. Margine, Registrar, State University of New York College at Cortland  
 
 
Our policy, as stated in the General Catalog, is:  "At Lamar University, a second bachelor's degree may be 
granted upon the completion of all requirements for the degree.  A minimum of 30 additional hours 
beyond those required for the first degree, as specified by the department granting the second bachelor's 
degree, must be completed at Lamar University."  As a dean, I had some experience with this at my 
previous institution. Basically, if the degrees were the same -- both B.A.s, both B.S.s – and were being 
pursued at the same time, then the student was required to get the double major rather than two 
degrees.  If the degrees were different -- e.g., one a B.A. the other a B.S. -- then the two degrees were 
required.  The major department established the requirements (in writing), with the general guidelines 
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that a minimum of 32 hours (in residence) was required, general education core courses not completed in 
the first degree could be required, and no courses completed in the first degree would be retaken.  In 
practice, at least 32 hours of courses in the major were the norm.  The most common instance of this 
was the case in which a student returned to the university some time after the completion of the first 
baccalaureate degree, and he/she usually had completed a few courses in the major and/or had 
completed a related major (e.g., first degree in mathematics, second baccalaureate degree in computer 
science; first degree in biology, second baccalaureate degree in chemistry; first degree in history 
education, second in math education). 
Steve Doblin, Lamar University 
 
 
Oddly, at Towson this issue did not come up in the debate over Second Bachelor's Degrees, but in the 
debate over offering Concurrent Degrees.  Nonetheless, the key question was the same: 
Should students be allowed to earn a second B.S. or B.A. degree etc., if they earned that degree in their 
first undergraduate program? 
Towson's wording of the original SBDP used the phrase that the content of the second degree had to be 
"substantially different" from the first degree.  For example, a student who majored in Business with a 
concentration in Management would not be allowed to pursue a second Business major with a 
concentration in Marketing or Finance because content was too similar.  However, that same student 
could earn a degree in Accounting or Economics, both of which are offered by the College of Business 
and Economics. Both the University Curriculum Committee (UCC) and the Academic Standards Committee 
(ASC) ruled that despite having common lower-level prerequisites, the core content in Accounting and 
Economics was substantially different from the content in Business/Management.  At Towson University, 
the only difference between a B.A. and B.S. degree is that students earning the former must successfully 
complete 6 semester hours of a foreign language at the intermediate or higher level. Moreover, at TU, 
degrees are not linked to specific majors, that is, a B.S. degree to Chemistry; a B.A. degree to English, 
etc.  Both the B.A. and B.S. degrees are available to all majors. TU also has several additional degrees-
the B.F.A., the B.M., and the latest degree, the BTPS, or Bachelor of Technical and Professional Studies' 
Degree.  These special degrees apply only to specific disciplines and programs.  The lack of a direct link 
of degree to program, and requiring only an intermediate language to distinguish between a B.A. and a 
B.S. degree made the debate at TU a lively, but short-lived one. At TU, the emphasis is on the two 
degrees being substantially different in content. This may not be true at other schools, but when the ASC 
tried to prohibit students from earning concurrent degrees in different programs within the same college, 
it was greeted with tremendous objections from the academic departments, and was forced to retreat to 
its original position of dealing with program content, not degrees. 
William J. Reuling, Assistant to the Provost, Towson University 
 
 
At Texas A&M International University (Laredo, Texas), our policy on earning a second bachelor's degree 
requires the student to complete a minimum of 24 additional hours beyond the first degree, and to 
complete any additional degree requirements of the degree requiring the higher number of hours.  There 
is no restriction against earning a second degree with the same designation (e.g., Bachelor of Arts) with 
a different major.  
Dan Jones, Texas A&M International University 
 
 
On second degrees -- the issue came up here recently and I investigated.  The NY state regulations do 
permit this if the degree is in a field substantially different and the student must take significant extra 
work.  In SUNY, that substantially different is interpreted in terms of overlap in the major program 
requirements, although it’s not clear exactly how much is OK, and significant extra is interpreted as 30 
credits more at least. Hope this helps. 
Margaret Madden, State University of New York College at Potsdam 
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Old Dominion does allow a student to receive the same degree twice as long as the second degree is a 
different course of study.  For example, we would consider a BA in history to be a different course of 
study from a BA in English and allow a student to receive both degrees. 
Judith M. Bowman, Assistant Vice President for Undergraduate Affairs, Old Dominion University 
 
 
The University of Nevada, Reno awards a degree only once.  A student can earn only one Bachelor of 
Arts degree for example.  A student can earn multiple Bachelor degrees with different names such as a 
Bachelor of Science or any of the named degrees such as BS in Nursing, or BS in Chemistry, etc.  A 
student can earn both a BS in Chemistry and a BS with a major in Biology, for example, because the BS 
in Chemistry is a named degree and thus different from an un-named BS degree.  A student can 
complete one or more majors with in one degree.  A student can earn a Bachelor of Arts degree with two 
majors simultaneously or after earning a BA with one major, can return at a later date to pursue a 
second major.  Upon completion of the second major, the major is added to the student's transcript as an 
additional major; the student does not earn an additional degree.  
 
To earn a second degree, the degree must have a different name, the student must complete 32 
additional credits beyond the 128 required for the first degree, as well as complete all of the 
requirements for the additional major.  If the first or second major requires a minor, the minor must be in 
a separate discipline from either of the two majors.  To earn a second major within one degree, the 
student must complete all requirements for the additional major.  There is no requirement for additional 
credits beyond the 128 needed for the degree and, if either major needs a minor, the other major can be 
in the same discipline as the minor, effectively serving to meet the minor requirement.  
Carol Ort, University of Nevada, Reno 
 
 
At Marshall University, students may receive the same degree twice. Our current policy stipulates that the 
student who seeks a second baccalaureate degree must complete all of the major and minor 
requirements for the desired degree, complete a minimum of 30 additional hours after receipt of the 
previous baccalaureate degree, and meet the minimum residency requirement of 24 credit hours. A 
student may also earn two degrees simultaneously by fulfilling all of the degree requirements for each. 
Frances S. Hensley, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Marshall University 
 
 
If a different degree is involved, then a minimum of 30 semester hours is required, and a second degree 
is issued.  If the second, or third, or fourth major is in the same degree type, e.g., B.A, then there is no 
additional degree granted, nor is there a specific credit total requirement.  When the additional majors 
are completed, they are listed on the transcript.  AT MSU Moorhead, majors are not listed on the 
diploma; only the degree type and whether or not honors were achieved.  
Minnesota State University, Mankato 
 
 
 
 
or more information, please contact the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU): 
Mary-Kathryn McKenna, Digest Editor, 1307 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20005.  Phone:  202 
478-7833, Email: mckennam@aascu.org or George Mehaffy, Vice President for Academic Leadership and 
Change, mehaffyg@aascu.org. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Policy Manual 
 
SUBJECT: Grades and Use of Grade Point Averages (GPA) 
 
NUMBER: 2:10 
 
1. Undergraduate Grades 
 
Undergraduate Grades will be assigned to the undergraduate academic level and to all courses and 
sections with course numbers ranging from 001 to 499.  Plus and minus grades are not used. 
 

A  Exceptional   4.00 grade points per semester hour 
B  Above Average   3.00 grade points per semester hour 
C  Average    2.00 grade points per semester hour 
D  Lowest Passing Grade  1.00 grade points per semester hour 
F  Failure    0.00 grade points per semester hour 

 S  Satisfactory   Does not calculate into any gpa 
 U  Unsatisfactory   Does not calculate into any gpa 
 RI  Incomplete (Remedial)  Does not calculate into any gpa 
 RS  Satisfactory (Remedial)  Does not calculate into any gpa 
 RU  Unsatisfactory (Remedial) Does not calculate into any gpa 

W  Withdrawal   Does not calculate into any gpa, no  
      credit granted 

 AU  Audit    Does not calculate into any gpa 
 I  Incomplete   Does not calculate into any gpa 
 IP  In Progress   Does not calculate into any gpa 

EX  Credit by Exam   Does not calculate into any gpa. 
CR  Credit    Does not calculate into any gpa 
TR  Note for NSE/MEDT  Does not calculate into any gpa, no  
      credit granted 
LR  Lab grade linked to  

Recitation Grade  O credit course 
NR  Grade not Reported by  

Instructor   Does not calculate into any gpa 
Grade*  Academic Amnesty  Does not calculate in any gpa, no 

     credit given 
 
An incomplete grade may be granted only when all of the following conditions apply: 

a. A student has encountered extenuating circumstances that do not permit him/her to complete 
the course. 

b. The student must be earning a passing grade at the time the Incomplete is necessitated.  
Anticipated course failure is not a justification for an incomplete. 

c. The student does not have to repeat the course to meet the requirements.   
d. The instructor must agree to grant an incomplete grade. 
e. The instructor and student must agree on a plan to complete the coursework. 
f. The coursework must be completed within one semester; extensions may be granted by the Vice 

President for Academic Affairs. 
g. If the student completes the course within the specified time, the grades that may be assigned 

are A, B, C, D, F, S, RS, RU, or U. 
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h. If the student does not complete the course within the specified time, the grade assigned will be 
F (Failure) or U (Unsatisfactory) or RU (Remedial Unsatisfactory) if the student had requested 
S/U within the time specified in BOR policy 2:6.9. 

 
An in progress grade may be granted only when all of the following conditions apply: 

a. The requirements for the course (for every student enrolled in the course) extend beyond the 
current term. 

b. The extension beyond the current term must be defined before the class begins. 
c. The instructor must request permission to award IP grades for a course from their Department 

Head and Dean, and then approval must be obtained from the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs. 

d. A definite date for completion of the course must be established in the course syllabus. 
 
2. Definition of Grade Point Averages 
 
The following grade point averages are calculated each academic term (Fall, Spring, Summer): 
 
Institutional GPA—based on credits earned at a specific Regental university.  Utilized to determine if 
degree requirements have been met and to determine Honors Designation at Graduation. 
 
System Term GPA—based on credits earned at any of the six Regental universities within a given academic 
term (Fall, Spring, Summer).  Utilized to determine minimum progression status. 
 
Transfer GPA— based on credits earned and officially transferred from an accredited college or university 
outside the Regental system.  When a letter grade that normally calculates into the grade point average 
exists for a non-academic course (e.g., credit earned via examination), it will be included in the transfer 
gpa. 
 
Cumulative GPA— based on all credits earned by the student (transfer credit plus system credit).  Utilized to 
determine minimum progression status and to determine if degree requirements have been met. 
 
3. Minimum Progression Standards 
 

Class  Credit Hour Range  GPA Standard 
Freshman  0-31.99  2.0 

Sophomore  32-63.99  2.0 
Junior  64-95.99  2.0 
Senior  96+  2.0 

 
Minimum progression standards and related actions are based on the student’s cumulative grade point 
average and system term grade point average. 
 

1. A student with a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or better is considered to be in good 
academic standing. 

2. If a student’s cumulative grade point average falls below 2.0 in any academic term (i.e. fall, 
spring, summer), the student is placed on academic probation the following term. 

3. While on academic probation, the student must earn a system term grade point average of 2.0 or 
better. 

4. When a student on academic probation achieves a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or 
better, the student is returned to good academic standing. 

5. A student on academic probation who fails to maintain a system term grade point average of 2.0 
or better is placed on academic suspension for a minimum period of two academic terms. 
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6. Students on academic suspension will not be allowed to register for any coursework at any 
Regental university except when an appeal has been approved by the Regental university from 
which the student is pursuing a degree.  An approved appeal granted by one Regental university 
will be honored by all Regental universities.  Also refer to policy 2:3.3. G Probation/Suspension of 
Students. 

7. Only Academic Suspension will be entered on the student’s transcript.  Academic probation will 
be noted in the internal academic record only. 

 
Progression and graduation are contingent on satisfactory performance on the Proficiency Examination.  
Refer to policy 2:28. 
 
4. Minimum Progression Standard Report 
 
A Minimum Progression Standard Report will be submitted to the Board of Regents each October.  It will 
contain information on the number of all undergraduate students in Regental universities in Good 
Standing, Returned to Good Standing, Placed on Probation, and Suspended during the previous Summer, 
Fall, and Spring terms.  Subdivisions of this report will provide information on non-traditional students 
who did not meet baccalaureate admissions requirements, students admitted as exceptions to 
baccalaureate programs, and students admitted to associate degree programs. 
 
5. Academic Amnesty 
 
The goal of academic amnesty is to respond to the academic needs of matured individuals as they 
develop newly identified potential.  Through the application of academic amnesty, the student’s prior 
academic record can be excluded from current work under certain conditions.   
 
Eligibility: 
The student must: 

1. be an undergraduate, full-time or part-time, degree-seeking student at one of the universities in 
the South Dakota Regental system. 

2. not have been enrolled in any Regental university for a minimum of three calendar years (9 
consecutive terms including Fall, Spring, and Summer) prior to the most recent admission to the 
home institution.   

3. have completed a minimum of 24 graded credit hours taken at any Regental university with a 
minimum grade point average of 2.0 for the 24 credit hours after the most recent admission to 
the home institution.   

4. not have earned a baccalaureate degree from any university.   
5. not have been granted any prior academic amnesty at any Regental university. 
6. submit a formal Academic Amnesty Petition to their home university following the procedures 

established by that university. 
 
Conditions: 

1. Academic amnesty does not apply to individual courses. 
Academic amnesty may be requested for either (a) all previous post-secondary education 
courses, or (b) all previous post-secondary education courses at a specific institution.   

2. Academic amnesty, if granted, shall not be rescinded. 
3. Courses for which academic amnesty is granted will: 

a. remain on the student’s permanent record. 
b. be recorded on the student’s undergraduate transcript with the original grade followed by an 

asterisk (*).  
c. not be included in the calculation of the student’s grade point average because no credit is 

given.   
d. not be used to satisfy any of the graduation requirements of the current degree program. 
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4. Academic amnesty decisions will be made by the student’s home institution and will be honored 
by all other institutions within the South Dakota Regental system. 

5. Universities outside of the South Dakota Regental system are not bound by the academic 
amnesty decisions made by the South Dakota Regental system. 

6. Regental graduate programs and graduate professional schools may consider all previous 
undergraduate course work when making admission decisions. 

 
6. Dean’s List Designation 
 
Undergraduate, full-time students may be designated for the Dean’s List at the end of the fall and spring 
terms.  The Dean’s List designation is determined by the home university and is based on a student’s 
total course registrations for academic credit for the term from any Regental university.  The Dean’s List 
designation does not appear on the transcript. 

 
To be awarded Dean’s List designation, students must meet the following guidelines. 

 
1) Students must have earned a minimum of 12 credit hours during the term. 
2) Students must achieve a System Term GPA of at least 3.50. 
3) Students with F or I or U grades are not eligible regardless of System Term GPA attained. 

 
 
7. Academic Recognition for Undergraduate, Part-Time Students 
 
Undergraduate, part-time students taking fewer than 12 credits per term may be designated for 
Academic Recognition for Part-Time Students at the end of the fall and spring terms.  The Academic 
Recognition for Part-Time Students designation is determined by the home university.  The Academic 
Recognition for Part-Time Students designation does not appear on the transcript.   
 
To be awarded the Academic Recognition for Part-Time Students designation, students must meet the 
following guidelines: 

 
1) Students must have completed at least 12 credit hours prior to the current semester at one or 

more Regental institutions. 
2) The student must have earned at least 3 and up to 11 credit hours of 100-499 level courses 

during the term. 
3) Students must achieve a System Term GPA of at least 3.50. 
4) Students with F or I or U grades are not eligible regardless of System Term GPA attained. 

 
8.  Honors Designation at Graduation 
 
Baccalaureate Degree 
 
The institution granting the degree determines the Honors Designation for its graduates.  To earn an Honors 
Designation at graduation the undergraduate student must meet both the following cumulative and 
institutional grade point averages: 
 
 Summa Cum Laude  equal to or greater than 3.9 
 Magna Cum Laude  equal to or greater than 3.7 and less than 3.9 
 Cum Laude   equal to or greater than 3.5 and less than 3.7 
 
The undergraduate student must have completed a minimum of 64 credit hours at the institution 
granting the degree.  Courses that are part of a formal collaborative agreement among Regental 

Page 28 



universities are considered to be earned from the institution granting the degree.  Also refer to policy 
2:29.  
Associate Degree 
 
The institution granting the degree determines the Honors Designation for its associate-level graduates.  
To earn an Honors Designation at graduation, an associate-level graduate must meet both the following 
cumulative and institutional grade point averages: 
  
 With highest honor  equal to or greater than 3.9 

With high honor  equal to or greater than 3.7 and less than 3.9 
 With honor   equal to or greater than 3.5 and less than 3.7 
  
An associate-level graduate must have completed a minimum of 32 credit hours at the institution 
granting the degree.  Courses that are part of a formal collaborative agreement among Regental 
universities are considered to be earned from the institution granting the degree.  (Also refer to BOR 
Policy 2:29.) 
 
9.   Graduate Grades 
 
Graduate Grades will be assigned to the Graduate Academic Level and to all Courses and Sections with 
course numbers of 500 or greater.  Plus and minus grades are not used. 
 

A  Exceptional   4.00 grade points per semester hour 
B  Good    3.00 grade points per semester hour 
C  Average    2.00 grade points per semester hour 
D  Unsatisfactory   1.00 grade points per semester hour 
F  Failure    0.00 grade points per semester hour 

 S  Satisfactory   Does not calculate into any gpa 
 U  Unsatisfactory   Does not calculate into any gpa 

W  Withdrawal   Does not calculate into any gpa, no  
      credit granted 

 AU  Audit    Does not calculate into any gpa 
 I  Incomplete   Does not calculate into any gpa 
 IP  In Progress   Does not calculate into any gpa 
 NP  Normal Progress  Does not calculate into any gpa 

NR  Grade not Reported by  
Instructor   Does not calculate into any gpa 

EX  Credit by Exam   Does not calculate into any gpa. 
CR  Credit    Does not calculate into any gpa 
TR  Note for NSE/MEDT  Does not calculate into any gpa, no  
      credit granted 
LR  Lab grade linked to  

Recitation Grade  O credit course 
 
An incomplete grade may be granted only when all of the following conditions apply: 

1) A student has encountered extenuating circumstances that do not permit him/her to complete 
the course. 

2) The student must be earning a passing grade at the time the Incomplete is necessitated.  
Anticipated course failure is not a justification for an incomplete. 

3) The student does not have to repeat the course to meet the requirements. 
4) The instructor must agree to grant an incomplete grade. 
5) The instructor and student must agree on a plan to complete the coursework. 
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6) The coursework must be completed within one calendar year; extensions may be granted by the 
Graduate Dean. 

7) If the student completes the course within the specified time, the grades that may be assigned 
are A, B, C, D, F, S, or U. 

8) If the student does not complete the course within the specified time, the Incomplete grade 
remains on the transcript. 

 
An in progress grade may be granted only when all of the following conditions apply: 

a. The requirements for the course (for every student enrolled in the course) extend beyond the 
current term. 

b. The extension beyond the current term must be defined before the class begins. 
c. The instructor must request permission to award IP grades for a course from their Department 

Head and Dean, and then approval must be obtained from the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs. 

d. A definite date for completion of the course must be established in the course syllabus. 
 
A normal progress grade may be granted by an instructor when the instructor determines that a graduate 
student is making normal progress in a graduate Thesis/Dissertation course.  If a graduate student does 
not enroll for a period of one calendar year, the NP grade may change to I (Incomplete) upon approval 
by the Graduate Dean.  The NP grade calculates into attempted credits but does not calculate into 
completed credits or grade point averages. 
 
10. Last Date of Academic Activity 

 
Each university must have in place a practice for determining and recording the Last Date of Academic 
Activity, whenever reporting a final grade of F, U, or RU. 
 
 
 
SOURCE:   BOR, May 1996; BOR, December 1998; BOR, March 2002; BOR, June 2002; BOR, August 2002; 
BOR, October 2002, BOR, June 2003; BOR, October 2003; BOR, March 2004; BOR, May 2004; BOR, October 
2004. 
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ATTACHMENT III 
 
AAC Minutes – January 2005 
 
Item 8.A Guidelines for Second Baccalaureate Degree and Double Associate Majors 
Lesta reported that the changes addressed the problems with the Program Enrollment 
Report producing degree and major combinations that were valid academic programs.  
Our previous change would reinstate the problems we had with the report.   
 
Lesta will talk to Ranny to make sure that degree audit reflects the MOCC and AAC 
recommendation.  The proposal will move forward to the COPS and Board meetings in 
March. 
 
 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  
 

DATE: January 13, 2005 
 

************************************************************************************* 
 
SUBJECT:  Guidelines for Second Baccalaureate Degree and Double Associate Majors 
 
 The AAC revisions made to the proposed guidelines for second baccalaureate and double 
associate degrees during the December 2004 meeting are highlighted on Attachment I.  Ranny Jones 
reviewed the draft policy and her comments are included (Attachment II).  The AAC response to these 
recommendations also is highlighted in yellow. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Action. 
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Attachment I 

DRAFT – based on AAC Discussion 12/15/04 
 

Multiple Degrees, Multiple Majors 
 
Background Guidelines 

The System General Education Core, or its equivalent in transfer, needs to be met once to earn a 

baccalaureate or an associate degree from the South Dakota Regental System. 

 

The Institutional Graduation Requirements and the Information Technology Literacy Requirements of a 

Regental university need to be met once to earn a baccalaureate degree from the South Dakota Regental 

System. 

 

In the first baccalaureate degree from the Regental System, the student will complete System general 

education requirements, the IGR’s for the home university, the support and elective courses specified, the 

required courses in the major for a total minimum of 128 credits, and pass the proficiency examination. 

In the first associate degree from the Regental System, the student will complete system general 

education requirements, the support and elective courses specified, the required courses in the major for 

a total minimum of 64 credits, and pass the proficiency exam. 

 

Since all courses in the Regental system are resident credit, all will count toward the required credits for 

graduation provided: 

• They meet the specified degree requirements. 

• They meet the requirement for resident credit from the home university. 

 

Courses that meet one requirement may be used to meet other requirements provided over all credit 

requirements and guidelines are still met. 
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Multiple Majors/Degrees 

 

One degree, multiple majors/minors from a Regental University 

 While pursuing a specific degree program, a student may earn several majors or minors 

approved under that same degree program. 

• The System General Education IGR, ITL requirements are met once. 

• The Institutional Graduation Requirements must be met. 

• The specific requirements for each major and minor must be met. 

• One degree and one diploma are issued.  

• Example BA in Arts and Science-Major: History; Major: Political Science; Minor: International 

Studies. 

 

 An exception to this occurs in Engineering and Engineering Technology where, because of 

professional and accreditation reasons, separate degrees are awarded if more than one major is 

completed and the related requirements are met. 

 

 

Simultaneous degrees at a Regental University 

 Students wishing to complete two undergraduate majors that are offered under different 

program structures, or are in Engineering or Engineering Technology, must complete both 

curricula corresponding to the declared major, resulting in the completion of two baccalaureate 

degrees. For two degrees to be awarded during the same graduation, all requirements for both 

degrees must be met. 

• The System General Education IGR, ITL requirements are met once. 

• The Institutional Graduation Requirements must be met. 

• The specific requirements of each degree program must be met. 

• Two degrees and two diplomas are issued. 
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Courses may meet the requirements of both degrees provided the overall university requirements are 

met and the system requirements are met. 

 

Additional Baccalaureate Degrees within South Dakota System 

 A student holding a baccalaureate degree from a Regental university may receive an additional 

bachelor’s degree at a later time in a different major from that earned in the home institution. 

Such a student continues to be classified as an undergraduate student and must meet these 

requirements: 

• Complete all requirements for the additional major(s) and degree(s) as set forth in the current 

catalog of graduation 

• Complete specific institutional graduation requirements and ITL requirements if different from 

those at the original home institution.  

• Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting the second 

degree: 

Baccalaureate  32 hours 

Associate  16 hours 

• Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that must be earned 

from the institution granting the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 

Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

• Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major requirements that must be completed at 

the degree granting institution: 50 percent. 

 

Additional Baccalaureate Degree when First Degree Outside System

 A student holding a baccalaureate degree from a non-Regental, regionally accredited college or 

university may receive an additional baccalaureate degree in a different major from that 
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previously earned. Such a student continues to be classified as an undergraduate student and 

must meet these requirements: 

• Complete Institutional Graduation Requirements and ITL requirements not completed as part of 

the general education of the first degree. 

• Complete all required support and major courses as specified by the Regental University. 

• The specific degree program requirements must be met. 

• Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting the second 

degree: 

Baccalaureate  32 hours 

Associate  16 hours 

• Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that must be earned 

from the institution granting the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 

Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

• Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major requirements that must be completed at 

the degree granting institution: 50 percent. 

J:\DATA\AcAff\bor\Multiple Degrees-Multiple Majors.doc 
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Attachment II 
Recommendation to Multiple Degree, Multiple Major Issues 

by Ranny Jones and Carla Reihe 
 
 
Recommendation Summary 

Based on previous actions of the AAC and ongoing reporting difficulties, separate academic 
programs should be created for each major a student pursues, regardless of whether the majors are 
being pursued simultaneously or sequentially.  The transcript will list each degree and major and the date 
received.  The institution may decide whether to issue one or two diplomas. 
 
Definition of 2nd Baccalaureate degree received after completion of the first baccalaureate degree as 
approved by AAC on March 14, 2002 as part of the Degree Type Proposal  
 

• A student who has completed a baccalaureate degree and then returns to seek an additional 
major associated with the same or a different degree will be classified as a degree seeking 
student.  These students will be included in the major enrollment report and will be eligible for 
financial aid in accordance with federal financial aid rules.  Upon completion of requirements a 
second notation will be made on the academic transcript and another diploma will be issued. 

 
Reporting Issues 

• In order to tie the various elements of a program to a specific major (specifically degree, degree 
type, and program status), the additional majors functionality in Colleague on the STPA screen 
should not be utilized. 

o XNONE would be added to the Program Addnl Restrictions (PRAR) screen for Addnl 
Majors so that no additional majors could be entered on any programs. 

o The Additional Minors, Specializations and CCDs functionality on PRAR would stay intact.   
 
Procedural Issues 

• At the time of application, there will be an application (APPN) created for EACH Academic 
Program (Major) selected.  Example: If a student states they are interested in Psychology and 
Sociology, an application would be created for both majors. 

 
• As the student continues their academic career, any additional academic programs (majors) will 

be entered on the Student Academic Program (SACP) screen for EACH academic program the 
student selects. 

o This will allow the student to have an advisor for each program (major). 
o This will allow the Enrollment by Major report to pull applicable data such as degree, 

degree type, and program status information from the PROG screen. 
o If the student is applying for minors or specializations and has multiple programs, the 

university will determine which degree the minor and/or specialization is associated with. 
• At the time of graduation, a Student Graduation Data (SGRD) screen will be completed for EACH 

degree (program/major) the student has fulfilled the requirements for.  Academic Credentials 
(AACR) will be updated for each degree (program/name). 

o The transcript will list each degree the student has completed. 
o The transcript will appear as follows: 

Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84 
      Major: Sociology 
 
OR 
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Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84 
      Major: Electrical Engineering 

 
AAC—This needs to match with the Guidelines for One Degree, Multiple Majors.  E.g. 
  Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84 
  Major:  Psychology 
  Major:  Electrical Engineering 
 
If separate lines for majors cannot be used, it should read: 
  Major:  Psychology and Electrical Engineering 
 
• After graduation with one degree, if a student re-applies to a major associated  with the same 

degree or to a major associated with a new degree, an application (APPN) will be created for 
EACH new program and the student will graduate with another degree (program/major). 

o The transcript will list each degree (program/major) the student has completed. 
o The transcript will appear as follows: 

Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/94 
      Major: Sociology 
 
OR 
 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/84   
      Major: Psychology 
Bachelor of Science, 05/11/94 
      Major: Electrical Engineering 

 
University Issues 

• The university determines how many diplomas are generated for a student with multiple 
programs (majors). 

• The university determines what the diploma verbiage is. 

 
Response to AAC Request by Ranny Jones to AAC Question Regarding What Degree Information 
Should Appear on the Diploma 

Recommendation:  What is the appropriate degree to put on the diploma, BS, BA, or something more 
descriptive? 
 The "AACRAO Academic Record and Transcript Guide of 2003" states that the following elements 
are essential in the "Statement of Graduation" on the transcript:  

• Title of the degree received is essential.  I would interpret this to mean Bachelor of Science 
should be entered not BS.  NCES defines Degree as "A title conferred by a college or university 
as official recognition for the completion of a program of studies or for other attainment.  

• Date the degree is officially awarded.  Month and year are essential and inclusion of the day of 
the month is recommended.  

• Major - the major field of study is essential.  
• Minor  - is essential  

            My recommendation is that further description, such as the Division within the university in 
which the degree was granted, should not be entered on the transcript because this information does 
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not follow a consistent naming standard (i.e. Arts and Science, Liberal Arts, etc.).  The "division" 
information has no meaning to an outside constituency. 
  

Diploma 
  
Recommendation: What is the appropriate degree to put on the diploma, BS, BA, or something more 
descriptive? 
  
In this age of "diploma mills", the diploma should not be considered a legal document. It is a certificate 
of recognition granted by the university.  The academic transcript is the legal document that verifies the 
degree(s) granted. 
  
Therefore, universities could enter more descriptive information on the diploma such as division in 
which the degree was granted at that university. 
  
The only reference to diplomas that was noted in the "AACRAO Academic Record and Transcript Guide 
of 2003" is the following note: "The major should appear on the transcript, but not on the diploma."  I 
do not know the rationale for this. 
  
 Ranny B. Jones 
Student Services Module Coordinator 
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ATTACHMENT IV 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Academic and Student Affairs
 

   AGENDA ITEM: II - B 
 

   DATE:  March 23-24, 2005 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Guidelines for Awarding Multiple Degrees and Majors 
 
 The Academic Affairs Council has developed Guidelines for Awarding Multiple Degrees 
and Majors in order to provide consistent practices among the public universities.  Guidelines are 
provided for the following circumstances: 
 

• One degree, multiple majors/minors from a Regental University 
• Simultaneous degrees at a Regental University 
• Additional Baccalaureate Degrees within South Dakota System 
• Additional Baccalaureate Degree when First Degree Outside System 

 
The Council of Presidents and Superintendents has reviewed the proposal and the 

Executive Director recommends approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
  
 Approve the proposed guidelines for awarding multiple degrees and majors. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR MULTIPLE DEGREES AND MULTIPLE MAJORS 
 
Background Guidelines 
The System General Education Requirements, or its equivalent in transfer, needs to be met once 
to earn a baccalaureate or an associate degree from the South Dakota Regental System. 
 
The Institutional Graduation Requirements of a Regental university need to be met once to earn a 
baccalaureate degree from the South Dakota Regental System. 
 
In the first baccalaureate degree from the Regental System, the student will complete System 
general education requirements, the IGR’s for the home university, the support and elective 
courses specified, the required courses in the major for a total minimum of 128 credits, and pass 
the proficiency examination. In the first associate degree from the Regental System, the student 
will complete system general education requirements, the support and elective courses specified, 
the required courses in the major for a total minimum of 64 credits, and pass the proficiency 
exam. 
 
Since all courses in the Regental system are resident credit, all will count toward the required 
credits for graduation provided: 

1. They meet the specified degree requirements. 
2. They meet the requirement for resident credit from the home university. 

 
Courses that meet one requirement may be used to meet other requirements provided over all 
credit requirements and guidelines are still met. 
 
Multiple Majors/Degrees 
 
4. One degree, multiple majors/minors from a Regental University 
 While pursuing a specific degree program, a student may earn several majors or minors 

approved under that same degree program. 
a. The System General Education requirements are met once. 
b. The Institutional Graduation Requirements must be met. 
c. The specific requirements for each major and minor must be met. 
d. One degree and one diploma are issued.  
e. Example BA in Arts and Science-Major: History; Major: Political Science; 

Minor: International Studies. 
 An exception to this occurs in Engineering and Engineering Technology where, because 

of professional and accreditation reasons, separate degrees are awarded if more than one 
major is completed and the related requirements are met. 
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5. Simultaneous degrees at a Regental University 
 Students wishing to complete two undergraduate majors that are offered under different 

program structures, or are in Engineering or Engineering Technology, must complete 
both curricula corresponding to the declared major, resulting in the completion of two 
baccalaureate degrees. For two degrees to be awarded during the same graduation, all 
requirements for both degrees must be met. 
a. The System General Education requirements are met once. 
b. The Institutional Graduation Requirements must be met. 
c. The specific requirements of each degree program must be met. 
d. Two degrees and two diplomas are issued. 
e. Courses may meet the requirements of both degrees provided the overall 

university requirements are met and the system requirements are met. 
 

6. Additional Baccalaureate Degrees within South Dakota System 
 A student holding a baccalaureate degree from a Regental university may receive an 

additional bachelor’s degree at a later time in a different major from that earned in the 
home institution. Such a student continues to be classified as an undergraduate student 
and must meet these requirements: 

a. Complete all requirements for the additional major(s) and degree(s) as set forth in 
the current catalog of graduation 

b. Complete specific institutional graduation requirements if different from those at 
the original home institution.  

c. Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting 
the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  32 hours 
Associate  16 hours 

d. Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that 
must be earned from the institution granting the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

e. Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major requirements that must be 
completed at the degree granting institution: 50 percent. 

 
4. Additional Baccalaureate Degree when First Degree Outside System
 A student holding a baccalaureate degree from a non-Regental, regionally accredited 

college or university may receive an additional baccalaureate degree in a different major 
from that previously earned. Such a student continues to be classified as an undergraduate 
student and must meet these requirements: 
a. Complete Institutional Graduation Requirements not completed as part of the 

general education of the first degree. 
b. Complete all required support and major courses as specified by the Regental 

University. 
c. The specific degree program requirements must be met. 
d. Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting 

the second degree: 
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Baccalaureate  32 hours 
Associate  16 hours 

e. Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that must 
be earned from the institution granting the second degree: 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

f. Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major requirements that must be 
completed at the degree granting institution: 50 percent. 
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