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Academic Affairs Council Meeting Minutes 
June 29, 2011 

 
The Academic Affairs Council met on Wednesday, June 29, 2011 at Dakota State University in Madison 
with the following persons participating:  BHSU, Kristi Pearce; DSU, Cecelia Wittmayer; NSU, Tom 
Hawley; SDSMT, Duane Hrncir; SDSU, Laurie Nichols & Mary Kay Helling; USD, Chuck Staben & Lynn 
Rognstad; BOR, Sam Gingerich & Paul Turman. 
 
 
Agenda 
Sam thanked everyone for modifying schedules to accommodate this meeting.   
 
 
Item 1.A Program Modifications - Dakota State University 
DSU submitted the following certificate program termination requests.  There are no students enrolled 
currently in these programs. These proposals will move forward to the COPS and BOR meetings in 
August. 

1) Not-for-Profit Management Certificate 
2) Programming and Systems Development Certificate 

 
 
Item 1.B Program Modifications - University of South Dakota 
USD has submitted the following program modification requests.  Lynn explained that the BBA revision 
imposes an exit exam as a graduation requirement.  Sam requested that this modification be held 
pending outcome of the ETS exam.  The remaining requests will move forward to the August COPS and 
BOR meetings for consideration. 
 

1) Coaching Minor (total credits for supportive course work) 
2) Business Administration Minor, non-business majors (total credits for discipline, electives, and 

program) 
3) Bachelor of Business Administration, B.B.A. (impose exit exam as a graduation requirement) This 

will be held pending further review of the underlying issues.  Sam will contact USD. 
4) Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Liberal Studies in the College of Arts and 

Sciences (addition of minor option to degree programs) 
 

 
Item 2.A Course Modifications - Dakota State University 
Dakota State University has submitted a request to offer the existing common course, ELED 395 
Practicum.  This request will move forward to the Executive Director for consideration and be reported on 
the Interim Actions report for the August BOR meeting. 
 
 
Item 2.B Course Modifications - University of South Dakota 
USD has submitted the following new course requests.  These proposals will move forward to the 
Executive Director for consideration and be reported on the Interim Actions report for the August BOR 
meeting. 
 

1) POLS 202 Writing and Research in Political Science 
2) EXPL 186/386 Service Learning 
3) EXPL 487/587 Study Abroad 
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Item 3.A E-delivery of course materials 
In May, the system’s councils held a meeting with Pearson representatives who laid out a paradigm 
developing within their business as the world moves from print to electronic publishing.  Sam had asked 
for volunteers to form a working group.  AAC members have sent a recommended list of participants but 
the working group has not yet been formed.   
 
Sam stressed that it was apparent at that meeting that the campuses are beginning to think about a 
range of issues.  The system office believes that there are benefits to taking a system-wide approach.  
However Pearson was invited to develop a model simply to help start the discussion.  They were not 
invited to propose a solution.  The system has some work to do before solutions are discussed. 
 
All e-text providers will be part of the discussion / selection process.  AAC will have additional discussions 
about how the process should proceed before a working group is organized.  In addition, since faculty 
are included, this process will kick off after the fall semester is underway. 
 
Questions were asked about campus reps and this information was provided.   
 
 
Item 3.B BOR Policy 2:10 Section B – Academic Recognition of Part-Time Students 
In May, 2004 BOR policy 2:10 was approved to incorporate a section allowing recognition for part-time 
students.  USD has asked that this policy be revisited. 
 
Currently, undergraduate, part-time students taking fewer than 12 credits per term may be designated 
for academic recognition at the end of the fall and spring terms. The recognition is determined by the 
home university and does not appear on the transcript.  To be awarded the designation, students must 
meet the following guidelines:  

1) Students must have completed at least 12 credit hours prior to the current semester at one or 
more Regental institutions.  

2) The student must have earned at least 3 and up to 11 credit hours of 100-699 level courses 
during the term.  

3) Students must achieve a System Term GPA of at least 3.50.  
4) Students with F, I, U, RI, or RU grades are not eligible regardless of System Term GPA attained.  

 
Faculty and staff at USD feel the policy is too lenient.  For example, the policy allows for the recognition 
of non-degree seeking students. It also allows recognition of students who earn a good grade in a single 
course, even though they may have dropped all of their other courses. It is believed these and other 
similar cases lie outside of the intent of the policy. 
 
USD has suggested that the policy be revised so that students must complete at least 6 credits to be 
eligible and must be a degree seeking student.   
 
Lynn felt that the policy intended to reward a student who had a home institution with a major, and was 
non-degree seeking at other institutions when they took courses from the other institutions.  However, 
within RIS, the non-degree seeking status in the subsequent semester trumps the degree-seeking major 
from the previous semester.  AAC felt additional discussion with RIS is needed about the way this code is 
being used / reported / stored. 
 
It was also suggested that language be revised so that students who withdraw from a course are no 
longer eligible.  AAC felt that this would need additional discussion as well.   
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Item 3.C. State Authorization Regulations 
Sam reiterated the process that is at play here.  There is an expectation that campuses will be making a 
good faith effort to come into compliance with the requirements established by the USDOE that 
institutions participating in federal financial aid programs be authorized to provide services in states in 
which they operate.  He added that unfortunately any delay in implementation that may occur at the 
federal level really does not change the fact that every state has now been sensitized to the fact that 
each has the authority and responsibility to approve all postsecondary institutions operating within its 
boundaries.     
 
He noted that there are a series of themes playing out at the national level.  While legislation has been 
introduced at the federal level to eliminate the state authorization requirement, if enacted, this would 
only remove the requirement that institutions need to be authorized if they are to participate in federal 
financial aid programs.  This would not change the expectations of the separate states.   
 
In addition, many states realize that the requirements in place to authorize postsecondary institutions 
may have worked when the reviews focused on proprietary institutions with a career focus.  However, 
now that states are being required to review all postsecondary institutions that want to operate within 
their borders, many have discovered that these requirements are not appropriate.  In a set of states, 
legislation is being considered to change these requirements.  These changes commonly include 
opportunities to grant exemptions/waivers to regionally accredited, public universities. 
 
Finally, there continue to be discussions about reciprocity.  Russ Poulin (WICHE) and reps from SREB 
continue to champion this option.  While it will take time to establish the requirements that will guide 
regional/consortial arrangements, there’s reason to believe this option will come into play.   
 
Sam stated that he believes that the changes that are occurring will both simplify the procedural 
requirements and reduce the costs.  For these reasons, he is assisting the campuses in a collective, 
deliberative process approach the separate states to determine what if any steps need to be taken to be 
authorized.   
 
 
Item 3.D StraighterLine - ACE Credit Recommendations 
As the agenda item laid out, ACE’s credit recommendation service is recommending that credit be 
granted for completion of StraighterLine courses.  StraighterLine provides students with an option for 
taking required college courses online using a self-paced, competency-based approach. Since 
StraighterLine is not an educational institution, those completing one of the StraighterLine “courses” do 
not have the course transcripted.  Rather, students receive notice that the material was mastered.  
 
Historically, StraighterLine has worked with a set of partner colleges and universities with each partner 
agreeing to transcript StraighterLine coursework.  Students could then present these transcripts to other 
postsecondary institutions and this would be evaluated like other transfer credit. This practice effectively 
blurred the line between transfer credit and validated credit.  Now ACE is recommending that credit be 
offered to those completing StraighterLine courses. 
 
AAC suggested that one option is to indicate that the system will accept these courses if there is not an 
equivalent CLEP, AP or DANTES course.   
 
AAC recommended that this issue needs to be discussed further with the registrars before making any 
decisions. 
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Item 3.E Discipline Council Final Reports 
Those councils who met throughout the previous year have filed reports that are on the BOR agenda for 
this month. 
 
The EDC is discussing the use of background check for teacher education candidates.   Some of the 
education colleges require students to have the background checks done prior to admission to the 
teacher education programs, which occurs prior the first Level 2 experience.   
 
Members of the Council were asked to review all of the reports to determine if there are specific actions 
to be taken. 
 
 
Item 3.F Study Abroad Issues 
Guidelines have been approved to govern those study abroad offerings that are established under Board-
approved, one-to-one exchange agreements.  The next step in the process will be to develop guidelines 
to address the broader set of study abroad experiences.   The working group established last year did 
identify a set of underlying issues that may be creating barriers for students interested in study abroad.  
If so, these guidelines may provide an opportunity to provide clarification and direction for campus staff. 
 
A working group identified a series of issues / policies that need discussion on campus.   Members of the 
Council were asked to take these back to campus for consideration.  AAC will then develop operational 
guidelines for study abroad credit, admissions, general education, etc. 
 
 
Item 3.G Application of Section 10.A of BOR Policy 2:5 
Clarification is needed on this section of BOR 2:5. 
 
10. Credit Received Through Validation Methods  

A. Credit earned through validation methods other than nationally recognized examinations is 
limited to a maximum of 32 hours of credit for baccalaureate degrees and 16 hours of credit 
for associate degrees.  

1. Validation of Military credit is limited to an additional 32 hours of credit for baccalaureate 
degrees and an additional 16 hours of credit for associate degrees. 
 

Sam noted that requests for credit based on DANTES are included in the credit awarded based on a 
nationally recognized exam.  With these awards excluded, the question then focuses on credit arising 
from the completion of military courses.  Section 10.A(1) states that validated military credits are limited 
to an additional set of hours but it is not clear if this clarifies section A to state that these credits are 
viewed as  the same as other validation methods, or if these are in addition to the limit set in Section A of 
32/16 hours. 
 
AAC concurred that this issue should be referred to the registrars to determine how this is being handled 
on the separate campuses.  Further, they will be asked to forward any recommendations to AAC.   

 
 
Miscellaneous 
Sam commented that the section of the tuition / fee policy that discusses the courses that qualify for lab 
fees will be pulled from the system policy and will be added to the AAC guidelines.  The list will not 
change for the next academic year.    
 
Sam gave a brief update on negotiations.  Impasse has been declared.  As a consequence, the current 
agreement stays in effect until all steps have been completed and a new contract imposed.    


