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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Plus/Minus Grading 
 

In January AAC considered a resolution from the SDSU Faculty Senate supporting the 
establishment of a plus/minus grading scheme - 
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/AAC01-2012_6.S_plus-
minus_resolution_SDSU.pdf .  As was noted at this time, similar resolutions have been 
submitted in the past few years by the faculty from other institutions.  Since this continues to be 
a concern, the Council elected to do a more detailed review. 

 
The Council has continued discussions of this topic these past few months.  As reported, 

RIS staff determined that the system could be modified to accept plus/minus grades with 
minimal work (change grade table, consider rules, test).  Through these discussions the Council 
agreed that this really needs to be a common decision because the system’s requirements and 
academic policies are intertwined.  It was recognized that if a plus/minus grading scheme were to 
be implemented without a common frame, students could elect to schedule courses from faculty 
or institutions simply to benefit from or to avoid a plus/minus grade.   

 
At the last meeting it was agreed to have faculty senates review this issue and to provide 

a recommendation.  As expected, there are divergent views.  Since we appear to be at the point 
where the majority of faculty at three institutions favor instating a plus/minus grading schemes 
and those at the other three are opposed, this is one where we may coordinate a faculty task force 
of some sort in the fall to make sure a set of common issues are identified and considered on the 
separate campuses.   

 
Members of the Council should be prepared to raise any additional issues brought 

forward on campus. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/AAC01-2012_6.S_plus-minus_resolution_SDSU.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/AAC01-2012_6.S_plus-minus_resolution_SDSU.pdf


 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
 Assign to a faculty task force for further analysis.  
 

 


