
 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 
AGENDA ITEM: 5.F 

 
DATE: June 28, 2012 

 
****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Ready Adult Update 
 

 

****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Recommendation. 
 

 During the 2010-11 academic year representatives from the campuses worked with the 

system office to track down Ready Adults in South Dakota who might be interested in returning 

to complete their degree.  The group took the data exploring students with 90 or more credits, 

matched it for degree completion against the National Student Clearinghouse and then sent it to a 

company called Acxiom who worked to match current contact information. A letter was 

developed by the committee (see Attachment I) which directed students to a short survey.  The 

decision was made to assign students to campus/center representatives based on the general 

proximity of the student’s current reported address (see Attachment II).  If a student chose to 

respond to the survey, they were asked to select the institution or location and the information 

was sent to the point of contact at each institution who then worked to follow-up with the 

students.  Approximately 60 students responded directly with a call to campus personnel, and 

another 90 have responded to the survey query.  In addition to this mailer, this tool is still in 

place on the Select Dakota website under the ready adult section.   

 

Representatives from USD have inquired about working to update the list of ready adults 

using data from the past few academic years and coordinating a similar match with NSC and 

Acxiom.  AAC representatives are asked to consider potential interest in this project to determine 

whether this should be facilitated at a system level.  

 

 

  

http://sdbor.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_8Idvj0C2hWQzji4
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Attachment I 

 

Continuing and Extended Education 

South Dakota State University 

Box 506, Wecota Hall 

Brookings, SD 57007 

April 7, 2011 

 

Student Name 

Address 

City, ST Zip 

 

Dear Student Name: 

 

The South Dakota Public Universities have been aggressively working to encourage “Ready 

Adults” to meet their original degree completion goals.  This program is designed to assist adult 

students that have completed a significant amount of college credit to return and complete their 

undergraduate degrees.  Additionally, a number of students who had been pursuing a Bachelor’s 

Degree often stop out of their postsecondary experience without realizing that they have already 

met the degree requirements for an Associate’s Degree.  We have identified you as a former 

student from the South Dakota Regental System who may benefit from this program. 

 

We recognize that your needs as an adult student may be different from when you initially began 

your college career.  Whether you want to complete your original degree or pursue a new 

academic area, we have identified personnel to serve as a single-point of contact who can: 

 

 Discuss opportunities available to complete your original undergraduate degree; 

 Connect you with program departments to review your transcripts and discuss with you 

your remaining coursework 

 Connect you with the appropriate campus resources; such as financial aid and career 

services 

Our goal is to offer assistance to students who want to finish their degrees and are not quite sure 

where to begin.  If you are interested in this service, please consider either: 1) completing a brief 

information questionnaire (URL) and a campus representative will follow-up after assessing your 

needs; or 2) contact me directly via email or over the phone using the contact information listed 

at the bottom of this letter.  

We look forward to assisting you in meeting your degree attainment goals. 

Sincerely, 

 

Carey Kilmer 

Student Services Facilitator 

Phone: 

Email:  
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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Ready Adult Update 
 

 

****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Recommendation. 
 

Attachment II 
 

SD County Map – Axciom Data 
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