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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 8.B.1 
 

DATE: June 27, 2007 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  MCR 34 – Admit Status of Incoming Students 
 

MCR 34 includes definitions that establish the admissions status of incoming students.  
Historically, incoming students who had previously attended only non-accredited institutions 
were classified within the Regental system as first-time freshmen.  This departed from the 
accepted IPEDS definition which would classify these students as transfer students.  While this 
variation was seemingly innocuous, an issue related to financial aid did emerge.  Students who 
had attended a non-accredited institution and had received financial aid were being classified as 
first-time freshmen by admissions and as transfer students for the purposes of federal financial 
aid reporting.  As a result, MCR 34 was revised and beginning in Spring 2008, the IPEDS 
definitions will be used.  A copy of this document is included.   

 
Since some students who had historically been classified as first-time freshmen will now 

be classified as transfer students, there will be some changes observed.  However, these will be 
extremely small since the system typically admits only a very few students (ten or fewer) who 
had attended only non-accredited institutions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

  
Information 
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FINAL 
MOCC Coordination Request 

 
 
Title:  Admit Status of Incoming Students 
 
Tracking Number:  34 
 
Point of Origin:  MOCC 
 
Date referred to Admissions Module:  February 23, 2007 
 
Date referred to Financial Aid Module:  March 22, 2007 
 
Date referred to Data Administrators:  February 14, 2007 
 
Date of final approval from MOCC:  April 5, 2007 
 
Date of implementation:  Spring of 2008 
 
 
Recommendation from MOCC Coordinator: 
 
Incorporate IPEDS (Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System) definitions 
specific to incoming students into operational practice. 
 
 
Rationale:  Compliance will: 
 

 Assure procedural consistency among universities 
 Promote fair and ethical allocation of governmental financial aid 
 Expedite processing of financial aid information 

 
 
Background Information: 
 
Historically, incoming students who had previously attended only non-accredited 
institutions were classified as first-time freshmen.  This methodology was seemingly 
innocuous; however, a critical issue related to financial aid did emerge.  This issue 
stemmed from the combination of two key events:  receipt of financial aid from the prior 
institution and application for additional support through the current university.  This 
coupling effect revealed an incongruity of information retained by the regental system 
and the federal government.  Clearly, the consequence of deviating from established 
IPEDS definitions is highly disadvantageous.   
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Classification Resource (Prepared by the Enrollment Services Center): 
 

 FIRST-TIME STUDENT, UNDERGRADUATE:  A new student who has never 
attended a post secondary institution (including non-accredited institutions) and 
is enrolled for the fall term will be coded as a first-time student, undergraduate.  
This includes the student who attended a post secondary or non-accredited 
institution the summer immediately following high school graduation (and 
preceding the fall term).  For example, a high school graduate who completes a 
course from Bob’s Barber College during the summer between high school and 
college enrollment will be coded as a first-time student.   

 
 FIRST-TIME STUDENT, UNDERGRADUATE:  A new student who has enrolled 

in the South Dakota University System with advanced-standing college credits 
earned prior to graduation from high school (including credits earned at a non-
accredited institution) will be coded as a first time student, undergraduate.  For 
example, a high school graduate who took college courses prior to graduation 
will be coded as a first time student; further, he or she could bring in transferable 
college credit. 

 
 TRANSFER:  A new student who has attended a post secondary institution 

(including a non-accredited institution) will be coded as a transfer student.  For 
example, a student who attended Bob’s Barber College prior to enrollment in the 
regental system will be coded as a transfer student. 

 
Information for this resource was derived from the IPEDS website: 
 
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/glossary/index.asp?charindex=T 

 
 
Important Note: 
 
As stated, students who have completed course work at non-accredited institutions will 
now be coded as transfer students (not first-time students).  This procedural 
modification will impact the profile of incoming students:  the number of first-time 
students will be lower, and the number of transfer students will be higher.  This shift will 
be reflected in the Fall Enrollment and other such enrollment reports. 
 

 
 
 
Relevant Colleague Procedures: 
 
 

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/glossary/index.asp?charindex=T
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5.4 Updating/Maintaining Admit and Enrollment Statuses 
Responsibility:  UDA/Central Verification 
  
Admit and enrollment statuses describe the enrollment category of an applicant or 
student from the time of application through graduation, hiatus or termination of 
enrollment.  The admit status is initially assigned at the time of application to a 
university whereas the enrollment status is initially assigned when the first application 
has reached a “ready to register” status and is moved to the students file to allow 
registration to occur. 
 
Admit and enrollment statuses  
 

F - First Time (degree seeking) 
The applicant is first-time degree seeking and has not attended any post-
secondary institution since graduating from high school (or GED or Home 
School), or the applicant will graduate from high school before the planned 
start term.   

 A first-time student may have college credit taken while in high 
school and not be classified as a continuing student or a transfer 
student, even though there will be transfer credit.  

o If a student has post-secondary credit from an institution 
outside the Regental system BEFORE their high school 
graduation, the student is considered first time. 

o If a student has post-secondary credit from an institution 
outside the Regental system, BEFORE AND AFTER their 
high school graduation, they are considered a transfer. 

o If the applicant’s only post-secondary credit is the summer 
following their high school graduation before entering the 
university in the following fall, the applicant is considered first 
time. 

This status includes applicants to certificate programs and first time 
enrollee’s to the Master’s program.   

 
T - Transfer 

The applicant is transferring from a post-secondary institution from outside 
the South Dakota (SD) Board of Regents (BOR) System.  

 The applicant has taken post-secondary credit after graduating 
from high school or GED or home school. 

o This does not include applicants taking post-secondary 
credit during the summer following their high school 
graduation.  If the applicant’s only post-secondary credit 
is the summer following their high school graduation 
before entering the university in the following fall, the 
applicant is considered first time. 

 If a student has post-secondary credit from an institution outside 
the Regental system, before and after their high school 
graduation, they are considered a transfer. 

Revised 
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This status includes applicants to certificate programs and both 
undergraduate and graduate levels.   

 
TS - Transfer within the SD university system 

The applicant is ‘transferring’ from one of the Regental institutions to one 
of the other five Regental institutions.  This status includes applicants to 
certificate programs and both undergraduate and graduate levels.   

 
R - Readmit  

The applicant is applying to a post-secondary institution previously 
attended without attending any other post-secondary institution in the 
interim.  This is different than a transfer in that the institution of previous 
attendance and the institution of application are the same.   This status 
includes applicants to certificate programs and both undergraduate and 
graduate levels.   

 
H - High School  

The applicant wishes to attend a post-secondary institution and high 
school at the same time often termed dual enrollment.  At the 
undergraduate level, when an ‘H’, high school, code is used, the academic 
program is “xSPEC.SPEC” where ‘x’ is the university identifier.  At the high 
school level (NSU only), when an ‘H’, high school, code is used, the 
academic program is “xHS.HS” where ‘x’ is the university identifier. 
  

S – Special 
The applicant is not seeking a degree at the time of application.  The 
program assigned to special undergraduate students is ‘xSPEC.SPEC’ 
where ‘x’ is the university identifier.  Special graduate students are 
assigned ‘xSPECG.SPEC”.  Applicants seeking a certificate degree 
should not be coded as special but are to be coded as degree seeking.  
 

C – Continuing (only an enrollment status) 
The student has maintained continuous enrollment at a university for two 
consecutive terms.  Spring/Fall are considered consecutive terms.   

 
 
Admit Status 
 
The admit status is assigned at the time of application to a university and describes the 
status of the applicant upon application.   Each application and level will have an admit 
status, however, it is the first application that is moved to student at each level that 
updates the admit status at the student level.  Subsequent applications may have a 
different admit status than the first; but the admit status on a student’s level will not and 
should not change when the subsequent application’s are moved to student unless the 
student never attended.   
 
The admit status is viewable and updateable on the Prospect Summary (PRSP) screen, 
the Applicant Summary (ASUM) screen or the Applications (APPN) screen. 
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• The admit status is assigned to each application/program as it is entered on 

APPN.  The first application moved to student will populate the admit status for 
the acad level.  

• An academic program is assigned for each major the applicant wishes to pursue. 
• Applicants may have more than one application for a university for a start term.  If 

all of the applications are degree seeking, then the admit status must be the 
same for all applications at that level.  The admit status may differ if one of the 
applications is not degree seeking or the application is at a different level. 

• Applicants may have an application for more than one university for a start term. 
If more than one application exists for different universities and the student is a first time 

student, the admit status would be an “F” for all universities. If a student is not a 
first time student, the applications would not necessarily have the same admit 
status on APPN. A student may be a former student at one university with an 
admit status of “R” while the student may be a within system transfer at another 
university with an admit status of “TS” during the same term. However, STAL 
would maintain the original admit status of the student. 

 
 
Admit Status and the Move to Student Process 

 
• When an applicant reaches “a ready to register” status, one or more of the 

assigned applications are moved to the students file allowing registration to occur 
for all universities for that student.   

• The Move to Student process can be done via a batch process on the Student 
Record Creation (SRCR) screen or by singly entering a ‘MTS’ value in the priority 
field on the Applications (APPN) screen.    

• The student creation rules are constructed so that only applications for a specific 
university are moved during the process. 

• Only the first application that is moved for a student populates the level-related 
information (UG, GR, MD, LA, HS) on the STAL screen including the admit status 
and enrollment status (through rules) and other level-related information.  
Subsequent student creation moves will only move the university application but 
will not change any of the student and level-related data previously moved.   

• One academic level record is created on STAL for each level (UG, GR, MD, LA, 
HS) of academic program that is moved to the students file. 

• While the first application/program that is moved at each level is the only one to 
create the student’s academic level (STAL) file and allows the student to register 
in courses at that level, the remaining applications must be moved to the 
students programs file (SPRO, STAL and SACP) for tracking purposes. 

• Admit status never changes for a student who attends the institution for the 
semester in which the student was moved to student. 

• Admit status could change if a student did not attend the institution for the 
semester in which the student was moved to student --for example, if a student 
applies and is accepted as a First time student, never attends (goes out of state, 
etc), and later applies as a transfer student. 
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