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SUBJECT:   Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant Activities Update 
 
Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching (MERLOT) 
 
The participants in this grant activity met in Pierre on April 8th to share the work which they 
had done in their respective classrooms with the MERLOT materials (learning objects). 
Numerous participants had gone above and beyond simply using MERLOT learning objects in 
their classrooms by authoring learning objects, submitting learning objectives, and by 
presenting their work to fellow faculty members and at state conferences. At the time of the 
workshop, eleven participants indicated they would be available to present their work in 
Ottawa at the MERLOT International Conference next August. These eleven involve 
representation from all work groups (triads).  
 
Praxis Preparation Website 
 
Review sheets for five programs have been posted in the last month. The editing and posting of 
review sheets already submitted remains an ongoing process. Recent adjustments in the scanner 
software has made the editing of the scanned reviews more efficient than in the past. 
 
Governor’s New Teacher Academy 
 
This year’s new teacher academies will be held at DSU on June 8th and at BHSU on July 13th. 
Currently three campuses have identified faculty members for the university roundtables which 
are part of the academies. These roundtables provide faculty members from all colleges and 
universities a venue for interviewing recent graduates relative to the strengths and weaknesses 
of their programs. Like last year, a TQE grant activity will be an INTASC-based survey.  All 
academy participants will be asked to rate their level of preparedness in the ten different 
INTASC areas. The INTASC standards are the ten standards with which all NCATE 
accredited institutions are required to align their teacher education programs. 
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Teacher Education Assessment Plans 
 
The assessment activity remains the primary focus of the grant. To date faculty members have 
prepared contextual information regarding each of the programs which support teacher 
education. They have also aligned their program performance-based objectives with state and 
national standards and identified assessment tools for each of the national standards. Campuses 
are currently working to complete the fourth component which is a description of each of the 
assessment tools. This description includes the relationship between the assessment tool and 
national standards; it also includes demographic information regarding the tool. Currently, 
campuses are also scheduling conference calls during which the progress on this grant activity 
is reviewed.  The next and last section of the assessment plan will be due June 1, 2006. This 
section will require a description of the process through which assessment data will be used to 
improve programs. 
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