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SUBJECT:  Requests for New Prefix - SDSU 
 
 South Dakota State University has submitted the following new prefix requests.  The 
system Vice President for Academic Affairs has reviewed the request and recommends approval. 
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TO:             Sam Gingerich 
                   System Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 
FROM:       Laurie Stenberg Nichols 
                   Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 
DATE:       April 10, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  New prefix/department request for SDSU: CHIN, ET, EXCH, EXPL 
 
The purpose of this memo is to request authorization to use the following course prefixes, CHIN (Chinese) authorized 
for NSU, SDSMT, and USD; the new prefix ET (Electronics Technology); EXCH (Exchange Programs) used at BHSU, 
NSU, DSU, USD, and SDSMT; and EXPL (Experiential learning) approved at USD. 
 
CHIN  Historically the occasionally taught languages in the department of Modern Language and Global Studies have 
used the MFL prefix.  However, in an effort to further the common course coding system, the department would like to 
use the same prefix for Chinese language courses as the other Regental institutions in the state.  Currently, SDSU does 
not have authority to use the CHIN (Chinese) prefix.  Therefore, authorization is requested to use the CHIN prefix at 
SDSU in conjunction with the other universities offering it, Northern State University, South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology, and the University of South Dakota.  
 
ET  The Electronics Engineering Technology program will be re-established and restructured to meet the needs of 
regional constituents. Additionally, it will be renamed Electronics Technology to reflect training for professionals in a 
variety of manufacturing and service industries.  Consequently, the department also requires a new prefix for the 
modified curriculum. Therefore, authorization is requested to use the ET prefix at SDSU. 
 
EXCH  Traditionally, many exchange studies have been housed in University College (formerly the College of General 
Studies) and thus have used the GS/UC prefixes for the courses.  However, these educational experiences are now 
managed through the Office of International Affairs and Outreach.  Historically this department has not had an academic 
prefix to support their work with students.  Therefore, authorization is requested to use the EXCH prefix for the course 
work and the department exchange experiences at SDSU in conjunction with the other five universities in the BOR 
system, BHSU, NSU, DSU, USD, and SDSMT. 
 
EXPL  Finally, SDSU requests the use of the EXPL (Experiential Learning) prefix.  The use of the prefix will provide a 
better tracking mechanism that more closely aligns the study abroad enrollment management with the University of 
South Dakota.  Courses using this prefix will be a placeholder course available to students in all academic programs 
participating in a reciprocal exchange program.  The course will be removed from transcript once the study abroad credits 
are transferred back to SDSU.  Therefore, authorization is requested to use the EXPL prefix for the off campus 
coursework. 
 
Approval of the new prefix and department codes will be immediately followed with course requests to address these 
additions. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.  

 
 
 

Laurie Stenberg Nichols 
Provost and Vice President 
 
cc:  Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs Mary Kay Helling 
       Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs - International Affairs & Outreach Kathleen Fairfax   
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