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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Agree to form an ad-hoc group. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  6.D 
 

DATE: May 31, 2012 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Remedial Math – Administrative Issues 
 

The Math Discipline Council met a few weeks ago and, as part of the discussions, 
members of the council once again commented that the work they’re doing to redesign remedial 
math offerings are not supported by the system’s academic processes.  Specifically, campuses 
that are implementing MATH 095 as a competency-based, self-paced option for those students 
enrolled in remedial math stated that registration issues and grading issues are difficult to resolve 
in the current system.  Some perspectives are provided by the attached e-mails. 

 
As background, these issues were discussed by AAC in November of 2010 (see 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/11-10AAC_6.J_remedMath-adminIssues.pdf).  At 
that point in time, there were some discussions about disconnects that occur when a competency-
based approach is inserted into the contact-hour/seat time framework that drives enrollment 
management processes.   

 
Board staff believe that these issues need to be discussed in greater detail.  Recognizing 

that remediation is a significant barrier to completion, the system is investing time and effort 
rethinking and redesigning policies, guidelines and practices.  At this time it does appear that the 
system’s academic processes may be an impediment to this work.   

 
To address this, it is recommended that an ad-hoc task force be created, including 

representatives from faculty, registrars, financial aid and academic administration. As the process 
unfolds, it may be necessary to involve other groups.  Members of the Council should be 
prepared to discuss this. 
 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/11-10AAC_6.J_remedMath-adminIssues.pdf


 

 
From: Cogswell, Kurt  
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 11:04 AM 
To: Turman, Paul; Palmer, Jeff; Avery, Rich; Elkhader, A S; Rojas, Ricardo; Riley, Kyle L.; Teets, Donald 
A.; Kemp, Daniel; Flores, Jose; Van Peursem, Dan; Gayle, Richard; Siewert, Daluss 
Cc: Gingerich, Sam 
Subject: RE: Math Discipline Council Meeting - Follow-up Items 
 
The 102I tracking courses were a one-time fix for Opportunity Scholars who didn’t finish 102 in one 
semester, and thus is no longer being used.  The discussion we had at MDC a couple weeks ago revolved 
around Math 095 grading.  We needed a good grade solution for students who will take more than one 
semester to complete 095.  Problems with some of the options were: 
• RU – unduly harsh, which is why we originally pursued an alternative. 
• I or IP – neither requires the student to pay in order to complete the course. 
• NG (No Grade) – 0 credits, so created a FinAid problem. 
• NP (Normal Progress) – available only for grad thesis/dissertation courses. 
• Create a new grade – apparently would violate a fundamental law of nature and/or rip a hole in the 

universe. 
 

For over a year it appeared no solution was possible.  Once students started complaining last semester, 
a solution became possible.  What we did was: 
• Quick fix for Fall 2011 only:  assign an NG grade and have FinAid deal with the problems created.  

Not long-term sustainable. 
• Fix going forward:  our Registrar has submitted a proposal to Academic Affairs to be allowed to use 

the NP grade at the undergrad level. 
 
This proposal could presumably still be rejected, but for now we are proceeding on the assumption that 
it will be approved.  Note that if approved it will allow for the continuous enrollment model Sam 
mentioned. 
Kurt 
 
 
From: Avery, Rich  
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2012 6:28 PM 
To: Gingerich, Sam; Turman, Paul; Palmer, Jeff; Elkhader, A S; Rojas, Ricardo; Riley, Kyle L.; Teets, 
Donald A.; Cogswell, Kurt; Kemp, Daniel; Flores, Jose; Van Peursem, Dan; Gayle, Richard; Siewert, 
Daluss 
Subject: RE: Math Discipline Council Meeting - Follow-up Items 
Dr. Gingerich, 
  
Terrific, thanks for moving on this item. I agree that the continuous enrollment process for the Emporium 
model courses makes a lot of sense - reward progress and effort. If I were a student I would be very 
disappointed to get an RU on my transcript, especially if I had done everything the instructor had asked 
of me in terms of time, effort and quality of work in a mastery course. 
  
Thanks for the quick response, 
  
Rich Avery 

 



 

From: Gingerich, Sam 
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2012 3:40 PM 
To: Avery, Rich; Turman, Paul; Palmer, Jeff; Elkhader, A S; Rojas, Ricardo; Riley, Kyle L.; Teets, Donald 
A.; Cogswell, Kurt; Kemp, Daniel; Flores, Jose; Van Peursem, Dan; Gayle, Richard; Siewert, Daluss 
Subject: RE: Math Discipline Council Meeting - Follow-up Items 
 
Rich, 
 We’ll discuss this in AAC.   
 As a note, I believe some of your colleagues prescribe to the continuous enrollment process.  That is, 
every student should be required to register (and to pay) for MATH 095 (or MATH 102) every semester 
they’re engaged.  We can come up with a way to handle grades.  The question is tuition. 
 Thoughts on this one? 
 Sam 
 
 From: Avery, Rich  
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2012 3:05 PM 
To: Turman, Paul; Palmer, Jeff; Elkhader, A S; Rojas, Ricardo; Riley, Kyle L.; Teets, Donald A.; Cogswell, 
Kurt; Kemp, Daniel; Flores, Jose; Van Peursem, Dan; Gayle, Richard; Siewert, Daluss 
Cc: Gingerich, Sam 
Subject: RE: Math Discipline Council Meeting - Follow-up Items 
  
Dr. Gingerich, 
Is there anyway to define a new grading scheme that is easier to use than what is outlined below for the 
Math 095 course?   It doesn’t appear to be a very easy process to give NG as a grade.   
Rich 
  
From: Turman, Paul  
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2012 2:55 PM 
To: Palmer, Jeff; Avery, Rich; Elkhader, A S; Rojas, Ricardo; Riley, Kyle L.; Teets, Donald A.; Cogswell, 
Kurt; Kemp, Daniel; Flores, Jose; Van Peursem, Dan; Gayle, Richard; Siewert, Daluss 
Cc: Gingerich, Sam 
Subject: Math Discipline Council Meeting - Follow-up Items 
  
Good afternoon, 
  
I followed-up on a number of items that were discussed at the Math Discipline Council meeting 
two weeks ago and have additional information for the council noted below. 
  

1.      Grading Strategy being used at SDSU -  I spoke with Sam regarding this issue and he 
provided a series of emails that specified the following.  I believe that SDSU is using a 
Math 102I: College Algebra Tracking course to track students who received an 
incomplete grade.  These students are enrolled in the E102 sections that coincide with 
other open times in the NPBS math classrooms.  These tracking courses need to have 
sections built for each of the MATH 102 F2F sections and grades of “NG” need to be 
submitted at the end of the term.  Kurt, if I have this wrong please let me know.   
  



 

2.      Accuplacer Placement Above College Algebra – I reached out to the Accuplacer 
representative that I’ve been working with regarding Kurt’s information about placement 
in calculus for Mankato State.  I received the following response: 

  
Many schools use the College Level Math section to place into courses higher 
than College Algebra.  I have attached some sample cutscores from the 
Accuplacer manual.  
  
Also you are correct MnSCU uses an additional test (there is some history here) 
called Calculus Readiness. Pre Accuplacer (before the computerized version) the 
paper pencil version was called Descriptive Tests of Mathematics (DTMS).  There 
were four math sections: arith, elementary algebra, intermediate algebra, and 
functions and graphs. When the program went online intermediate algebra and 
functions and graphs was combined to create the College Level Math test. Some 
faculty preferred the old version, some liked the new.  So we compromised and 
loaded functions and graphs (renamed Calculus Readiness) as a local test in the 
Accuplacer system.  I certainly can explain this in more detail at the meeting and 
also since I am driving I will bring with me the binders that have the entire pool 
of questions, math faculty sometimes prefer to look at the test this way.   
  
Also currently MnSCU is in partnership right now to create a customized 
intermediate algebra exam with the College Board. The exam is set to be piloted 
Sept 2012.  I can bring/send the content specs (doc still being tweaked a bit) and 
this test could be made available to South Dakota also IF your math faculty feel it 
meets their needs. 
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