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 Information Only. 

The 2012-13 academic year will serve as the starting point for implementing the 120 credit 
hour graduation limit for the majority of bachelor’s degree programs offered in the Regental 
System.  As a result of this change, campus personnel have queried whether the Proficiency 
Examination guidelines would need to be modified to reflect the change in overall credit hours 
required for graduation.  Currently Section IV of the CAAP guidelines (see Attachment I) 
specifies that associate degree students are required to sit for the proficiency examination during 
the first semester in which they have successfully completed 32 credit hours above the 100 level.  
This threshold has been set at 48 hours for bachelor’s degree seeking students.  When these 
thresholds were set, the rationale was to provide a framework or window whereby the majority 
of students would have had an opportunity to complete the general education coursework needed 
to ensure successful completion of the various CAAP sections.  Since the general education 
curriculum has gone unchanged during the move to the 120 hour requirement, the goal would be 
to retain the same credit completion benchmarks for flagging students for their need to sit for the 
examination.    
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Attachment I 
 
IV. Students Testing for the First Time  

A. Testing Schedule  
There will be two testing periods during an academic year during which the Proficiency Examination 
will be administered.  One testing period will be held during the first two weeks of November and the 
second testing period will be held during the last two weeks of March. Testing dates will be scheduled 
individually by each institution at least one year in advance and published in the Master calendar.  

  
B. Selection for Testing  

Prior to each testing period, RIS staff generate lists of students required to sit for the Proficiency 
Examination for each Regental institution.  Students are selected for testing according to criteria 
established within BOR Policy 2:28.  In some cases, students may be exempted from testing.  

  
1. Criteria for Test Eligibility  

Students are required to sit for the Proficiency Examination during the first semester in which 
they become eligible according to the criteria outlined below.  ` 

  
a. Associate Degree-Seeking Students  

• Degree-seeking student registered for credit  
• Completion of 32 passed credit hours at or above the 100 level  

 
b. Baccalaureate Degree-Seeking Students  

• Degree-seeking student registered for credit  
• Completion of 48 passed credit hours at or above the 100 level  

 
c. Transfer Students  

Transfer students are subject to and must meet the Proficiency Examination 
requirements.  Transfer students are eligible for testing as soon as they meet criteria 
associated with the level of degree they are seeking.  Transfer students’ transcripts must 
be analyzed by the receiving institution as soon as possible to insure that students sit for 
the Proficiency Examination when they first become eligible to do so.  Failure to do so 
may delay testing until later in the student’s academic career.    

  
 
Students who have taken the CAAP exam prior to being selected to sit for the Regental 
Proficiency Examination, or who sat for the CAAP exam at another accredited non-
Regental institution, may not use their scores from those test administrations, in whole 
or in part, as a substitute for sitting for the Regental Proficiency Examination if those 
scores meet the Minimum Performance Standards of section IV. E. and if they were 
achieved no more 3 years prior to the semester in which the student would be required to 
sit for the CAAP exam.  Transfer students with eligible transfer scores are responsible 
for providing official verification of the previous scores immediately after receiving 
notification of the requirement to test.     

  
See 2. c. Exemptions, Transfer Students for SDOS students.   

  
d. Readmitted Students  

Baccalaureate degree-seeking students who withdraw from the university prior to 
completion of 48 credits hours at or above the 100 level who are readmitted into an 
associate degree program, are required to sit for the examination during the first 
semester in which they become eligible to do so under the criteria established for 
associate degree-seeking students.   

 
 


