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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Approve the proposed revisions to general education for BHSU, SDSU, and NSU. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 3.B.1 
 

DATE: May 31, 2012 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  General Education Revisions – BHSU, SDSU, and NSU 
 

Black Hills State University, South Dakota State University, and Northern State 
University have submitted, for consideration, the following changes to the lists of approved 
courses that fulfill any component of the general education requirements. These changes would 
be included in revisions to BOR policy 2:7 and 2:26.  While these typically are forwarded for 
Board consideration once each year in December, this set is tied to the universities’ effort to 
reduce graduation requirements to 120 hours for baccalaureate programs. 

 
Black Hills State University (Attachment I) 
Institutional Graduation Requirements 

• Part I Institutional Graduation Requirements 
Add MSL 101 Introduction to Leadership, MSL 102 Introduction to Tactical Leadership, 
MSL 201 Innovative Team Leadership, and MSL 202 Foundations of Tactical Leadership 
to the list of courses meeting Goal 2 Behavior and Social Science, of the institutional 
graduation requirements.    

 
 
South Dakota State University (Attachment II) 
 
Institutional Graduation Requirements 

• Part I Institutional Graduation Requirements 
Add ENGL/GLST 125 Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies, HIST/AIS 368 History 
and Culture of the American Indian, AIS/ANTH 421 Indians of North America, 
PHIL/BIOL 383 Bioethics, and ARTH 120 Film as Art to the list of courses meeting 
Goal 2 Cultural Awareness and Social and Environmental Responsibility, of the 
institutional graduation requirements. 
 

• Part II Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 
Add MCOM 476 International and Ethnic Advertising to the list of courses meeting the 
globalization requirement. 
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• Part III Writing Intensive/Advance Writing Requirements 
Add GLST 401Global Studies II – Capstone Course in Global Studies, PSYC 376/376L 
Research Methods II and Lab, AVIA 440 Curriculum Design in Aviation, and AM 473 
Global Sourcing to the list of courses meeting the Writing Intensive Requirements of the 
institutional graduation requirements.  GLST 401 will also meet Goal # 2 objectives of 
IGR #2. 
 
 
 

Northern State University (Attachment III) 
 
System General Education Requirements 

Add MATH 103 (common course) as an option for students to take to for Goal #5 of the 
System General Education Requirements.  

 
Institutional Graduation Requirements 

• Part III Writing Intensive/Advance Writing Requirements 
Revise the writing intensive course in the Medical Laboratory Science degree to Organic 
Chemistry I (Chemistry 326/326L).  

 
The addition of an in depth research paper on a topic in musical theatre that is approved 
by the instructor to THEA 435 Musical Theatre History. The process will include a topic 
proposal, followed by an overview (250-300 words), and a draft. The final research paper 
should be approximately 5000 words (i.e., about 20 pages), with accurate footnotes and 
bibliography.  

 
Revise the writing intensive requirement for the School of Education’s elementary 
education majors from ELED 360 Social Studies Methods to EDFN 442 Meeting the 
Diverse Needs of Students and their Families.  
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

Revision to General Education Requirements 

  

This form is to be used to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in 

Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General 

Education Requirements.  This includes any changes to the System General Education 

Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global Issues Requirement, 

and Writing Intensive Requirement.   

 

NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 

proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 

completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 

Education Requirements   

 

 

SDSU 

 Arts and Sciences/ 

Visual Arts 

    

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

       

SDSU  M. Tim Steele  Kathleen Donovan  1/30/2012 

Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 

       

SDSU  Visual Arts   M. Tim Steele  1/27/12 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 

Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal 

impacts. 

 

X Institutional Graduation Requirements 

 

Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 

X Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  

 

Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
 

The addition of ARTH 120 to the approved list of IGR Goal #2 courses 

 

Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 

 

Fall 2012 
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Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 

The professors have identified this course’s connections to IGR Goal #2 Cultural Awareness and 

Social and Environmental Responsibility and seek approval to add it to the list of approved 

course. 

 

ARTH 120 introduces and explores concepts of the moving image as an art form. Aspects 

explored include compositional visual and design elements, film history, and narrative elements 

and alternatives to mainstream media. 

 

Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 

Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Student Learning Outcome #1 

Articulate the ways in which 

different peoples express an 

understanding of the human 

condition and respond to 

environmental opportunities 

and constraints. 

  (T) Tests will assess: 

- How lectures and readings, introducing various film 

artists across different cultures and eras, engage 

students in understanding a broad and diverse 

response to the human condition through art and 

creative activities. 

- How students have become familiar with the process, 

techniques and approaches to art making, that they 

will be applying later in studio classes. 

Student Learning Outcome #2 

Describe how personal choices 

derive from and affect social, 

cultural, and environmental 

contexts. 

  (T) Tests will assess:  

- The extent to which lectures and readings help 

students learn how artists respond to their own social, 

cultural, and environmental context through content, 

subject matter and technique. 

- The degree to which students are able to describe 

how different technical choices and approaches 

communicate personal meaning. 

- Students’ ability to demonstrate aesthetic awareness 

and refinement through critical analysis. 

Student Learning Outcome #3 

Engage in aesthetic experience 

in order to understand artistic 

expression and to learn how 

meaning emerges from the 

cultural contexts of both artist 

and audience. 

  (D) Through group discussion, students will engage in: 

- The understanding of the aesthetic discovery and 

artistic expression from diverse cultural contexts. 

- The aesthetic experience of viewing a film and 

analyzing it to understand how meaning 

communicates from the artist to the viewer.  

 

 

Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 

 

See Attached Documentation 
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ARTH 120 

Film as Art 
Spring 2012, Grove Hall108   

MW 3:30-4:50pm 

South Dakota State University, Brookings Main Campus 

Credit Hours:  Three 

Academic Term:  Spring 2011 

Course Meeting Times and Location: s01 MW 3:30-4:50pm SGH 108 

Instructor Contact Information:  Cable Hardin, Grove Hall 103 

Office Hours: MW 1:30-3:30 and by appointment 

Email (the BEST way to contact me):  cable.hardin@sdstate.edu  

Office Phone:  688-4657 

 

Course Description 
This course introduces and explores concepts of the moving image as an art form. Aspects explored 

include compositional visual and design elements, film history, and narrative elements and alternatives to 

mainstream media. 

 

Course Prerequisites: none 

 

Required Textbooks:   
Looking at Movies: An Introduction to Film, Barsam, Richard and Dave Monahan, W.W. Norton, 3rd 

Edition, 2010 

 

Required Materials and Supplies: 

Note-taking materials 

External USB drive (512 MB minimum) for saving and transferring files 

 

Listing of Instructional Methods (may include) 

 Group discussions 

 Screenings of films and animations  

 Shot Breakdown 

 3 reading/lecture tests 

 

Course Goals 

By the completion of the course, students should possess:  
1. Basic Knowledge of film history.  

2. Awareness of active film viewing and criticism.  

3. Knowledge of film grammar, cinematic language and classifications in film. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

In accordance to the Institutional Graduation Requirement IGR Goal #2 for the Baccalaureate Degree 

at South Dakota State University, at the end of this course students should be able to: 

1. Articulate the ways in which different peoples express an understanding of the human condition 

and respond to environmental opportunities and constraints. 

2. Describe how personal choices derive from and affect social, cultural, and environmental 

contexts. 

3. Engage in aesthetic experience in order to understand artistic expression and to learn how 

meaning emerges from the cultural contexts of both artist and audience. 
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Assessment of students’ Learning Outcomes: 

 

- Student learning outcome #1 will be met through tests, which will assess:  

- How lectures and readings, introducing various artists across different cultures and 

eras, have engaged students in understanding a broad and diverse response to the 

human condition through art and creative activities. 

- How students have become familiar with the process, techniques and approaches to art 

making, that they will be applying later in studio classes. 

 

- Student learning outcome #2 will be met through tests, which will assess:  

-   The extent to which lectures and readings help students learn how artists respond to 

their own social, cultural, and environmental context through content, subject matter 

and technique. 

-   The degree to which students are able to describe how different technical choices and 

approaches communicate personal meaning. 

-   Students’ ability to demonstrate aesthetic awareness and refinement through critical 

analysis. 

 

- Student learning outcome #3 will be met through group discussion, where students will engage 

in: 

-   The understanding of the aesthetic discovery and artistic expression from diverse 

cultural contexts. 

-   The aesthetic experience of viewing a film and analyzing it to understand how 

meaning communicates from the artist to the viewer.  

 

Evaluation 

Accuracy of responses on written tests will quantify results.  Written papers will take into writing 

concept, structure and strength of argument, clarity and overall writing ability. 

 

Final Grade Breakdown: 

3 Tests, each worth 33.3% of final grade 

 

Writing Tutoring Available 

For those interested in tutoring and help in writing assignments, visit the SDSU Writing Center.  The 

Writing Center is located on the 2
nd

 Floor of the Wintrode Student Success Center.  Contact the center at 

688-6559 for an appointment or visit during normal business hours. 

 

Unprofessional Conduct 

Any student who is deemed unprofessional or disrespectful to others or the class will receive one (1) 

warning.  Each additional warning will result in the final grade being lowered by one letter grade.  The 

below conditions also apply: 

 Restrain use of laptop computers (note taking excepted) – NO email or web use during class 

times. 

 No mobile phones, mp3 players or PDA’s.  Cell Phones are not to ring or be answered in 

class.  This is very distracting to the instructor and students.  Set rings to silent and do not use 

them in the classroom, this includes text messaging.  After one warning, failure to comply will 

result in the student’s final grade begin lowered one (1) letter grade.  

 No sleeping in class.  A hotel is cheaper anyway.  If you’re too tired to stay awake then stay 

home and take an absence. 

 

 

Class Attendance 
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 Class attendance is required.  It is the policy of the Visual Arts Department that there be no 

absences above the one per credit hour tolerated per semester course.   

 

Excused absence and Make-up Policy 

 It is the students’ responsibility to keep up with screenings, information, notes, assignments and 

work missed.  For best results, ask a classmate first, and then seek the instructor if further 

explanation is needed (as the instructor will not repeat the lecture or technical demonstration for 

one or a few students not in class).  It is NOT the instructor’s responsibility to inform students of 

work missed. 

 Students who have missed class for genuinely legitimate reasons (such as death in the family, 

etc.) may be given an opportunity to make-up their work. Health reasons generally necessitate a 

doctor or nurse’s note.  Students should make the instructor aware of their excused absence as 

soon as possible. 

 

Cheating and Plagiarism 

Cheating and plagiarism are grave offenses; they are academic crimes.  They will not be tolerated by the 

instructor or the department under any circumstances.  For studio assignments or written papers it is 

vitally important that you do not copy directly from a source.  It is also essential that you cite your 

sources appropriately when they influence work heavily.  

 

Accommodation/Disability 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should 

contact Nancy Hartenoff-Crooks, Coordinator of Disability Services (605-688-4504 or Fax, 605-688-

4987) to privately discuss your specific needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in room 065, 

the Student Union. Board of  

 

Regents’ Policy on Academic Freedom and Responsibility 

Freedom in Learning. Students are responsible for learning the content of any course of study in which 

they are enrolled. Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be 

evaluated solely on an academic basis and students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data 

or views offered in any courses of study. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to 

academic standards but is related instead to judgment of their personal opinion or conduct should first 

contact the instructor of the course. If the student remains unsatisfied, the student may contact the 

department head and/or dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
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 MONDAY WEDNESDAY notes 

Week 2 

Jan 17 

Martin Luther King Day   

NO CLASS 

Introductions, Syllabus 

Looking at Movies 
read: 

Ch.1 What is a Movie? 

Ch. 2 Film Form 

Week 3 

Jan 24 

Film Form-clips from:  

Juno, Jason Reitman, 2007 

read: 

Ch. 3 Types of Movies 

Ch. 4 Narrative Elements 

Genre and Narrative 

Elements 

Screening:  Stagecoach,  

John Ford 1939, 96 min. 

read: 

Ch. 5 Mise-En-Scene 

Week 4 

Jan 31 

Mise-En-Scene and 

Composition 

Review 

Screening:  Night of the 

Hunter, Charles 

Laughton, 1955, 93 min. 

Review for test 

Week 5 

Feb 7 

TEST #1 

Film Analysis:  Make an 

Argument 

Read:  Ch. 6 

Cinematography 

Screening:   

Visions of Light, 

Samuels/Glassman, 

1992, 92 min. 

 

Week 6 

Feb 14 

Cinematography, cont’d 

read: Ch. 7 Acting 

Select paper topic 

Acting  Thurs Feb 17- Art 

PROGRESS REVIEW  

Week 7 

Feb 21 

Presidents’ Day Holiday 

NO CLASS 

 

Paper #1 Due 

Screening: 

Amadeus, Milos 

Foreman, 1984, 180 min 

read: 

Ch. 8 Editing 

 

Week 8 

Feb 28 

Editing: 

Battleship Potempkin, 

Psycho and others 

 Screening: 

Citizen Kane, Orson 

Welles, 1941, 119 min. 

read: 

Ch. 9 Sound 

Week 9 

March 7 

Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break 

Week 10 

March 14 

Sound Design and Sound 

Editing.  Clips: 

Jaws, Wall-E, Seven 

Samurai 

ADVISING DAY 

Art Majors MUST 

attend a session! 

NO CLASS 

read: 

Ch. 10 Film History 

Week 11 

March 21 

Film History Overview 

Review for test 
TEST #2 

 
 

Week 12 

March 28 

Film as Process:  

Filmmaking Production 

Screening: 

Clips TBA 
Select paper topic 

Week 13 

April 4 

Alternatives to Mainstream 

Cinema 

Screening:  

Experimental and 

Avant-Garde Film 

Classics 

 

Week 14 

April 11 

Guatemalan Handshake, 

Todd Rohal, 2006, 89 min. 

Animation Overview 

 
 

Week 15 

April 18 

Short Films Test #3 HOPPY EASTER!  

Week 16 

April 25 

EASTER RECESS 

NO CLASS 

Screening:  TBA Finish 399 Papers 

Week 17 

May 2 

Paper #2 Due no later than 

TUESDAY MAY 3
rd

, 2-3:40 

 SATURDAY, May 7, 

Commencement  

10:00 AM 
 

All information is subject to change without notice based on class progress and instructor 

discretion per success of the class meeting course goals. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
Revision to General Education Requirements 

  
This form is to be used to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in 
Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General 
Education Requirements.  This includes any changes to the System General Education 
Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global Issues Requirement, 
and Writing Intensive Requirement.   
 
NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 
proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 
completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 
Education Requirements   
 

NSU  Math    5/11/12 
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
       
       
Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       
       
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 
 
Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal 
impacts. 
 

X System General Education Requirements 
 Institutional Graduation Requirements 
 Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 
 Writing Intensive Requirement 

 
 
Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 
 Revision to an approved course  

X Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  
 Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 
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Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
 
Add MATH 103 (common course) as an option for students to take to for Goal #5 of the System 
General Education Requirements. 

 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 
 
Fall 2012 

 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 
 
To be in agreement with the other institutions. 

 
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 
Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
 
It is a common course that is already approved for Goal #5. 

 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 
 
Course will be taught for the first time Fall 2012. Plan to adopt syllabi shared by USD. 
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This form is to be used to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in 
Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General 
Education Requirements.  This includes any changes to the System General Education 
Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global Issues Requirement, 
and Writing Intensive Requirement.   
 
NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 
proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 
completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 
Education Requirements   
 
 

 
NSU  

College of Arts & 
Sciences/Biology, 
Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Physics   

 

2/14/2012 
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 
 

  
Jodie Ramsay 

 
Celestino Mendez 

  

       
Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       
       
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 
 
Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal 
impacts. 
 

 System General Education Requirements 
 Institutional Graduation Requirements 
 Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 

X Writing Intensive Requirement 
 
 
Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 
 Revision to an approved course  
 Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  
 Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 

 

ATTACHMENT III     120



Course Form #11 
AAC Feb2007 

 
Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
 
We would like to change the writing intensive course in the Medical Laboratory Science degree to 
Organic Chemistry I (Chemistry 326/326L).   

 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 
 
Fall 2013 

 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 
 
The MLS curriculum has been changed so that Genetics is no longer required. Since Genetics was 
designated as the writing intensive course for this degree, we need to make this change.   

 
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 
Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
 
All MLS students take Organic Chemistry I.  This course requires papers, lab write-ups and other 
written assignments as described in the syllabus.  These requirements allow this course to serve as 
the writing intensive course in this major.     

 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 
 
The syllabus has been provided.   
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CHEM 326/326L 
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY I 

4 credits (3 Lecture, 1 Lab) 
NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 

FALL 2011 SYLLABUS 
 

 
Course Meeting Time and Location: 

Lecture: in MJ 204 at 8:00 AM - 8:50 AM MWF 
Lab: in MJ 308 at 1:00 PM - 3:50 PM Wednesdays, 1:00 PM-3:50 PM Fridays 
 

Instructor’s Contact Information: 
Instructor: Dr. George Nora 
Office: MJ 328 
Office hours: Mondays 11 AM – 1 PM   
                       Wednesdays 11 AM – 1 PM 

                                  Fridays 11 AM - 1 PM 
                Also by appointment or just stop by 

Phone: 626-2471 (Office) 
Email: George.Nora@northern.edu 
 

Course Description: 
Catalog Description: A systematic treatment of the chemistry of carbon 

compounds, including nomenclature, structure-reactivity relationships, reaction 
mechanisms, synthesis, and spectroscopy. 

 
Additional Course Description: This is a one-semester detailed examination of 

organic chemistry, which is intended for chemistry majors and others needing a 
thorough background in chemistry.  Topics covered will include, but are not limited to: 
review of general chemistry topics, nomenclature of organic molecules, 3-D geometry 
and stereochemistry, conformational structure and dynamics, acid-base concepts, 
spectroscopy (FTIR, MS, NMR), structure-reactivity relationships, synthesis of organic 
compounds, and reaction mechanisms. 

 
Course Prerequisites:  

Previous courses/experience: Chem 114. 
 

Description of Instructional Methods: Lecture, demonstrations, class participation, 
homework, tests. 
 
This class will fulfill the writing intensive requirement for the MLS degree. 
  
Course Requirements: 

Required Textbooks and Other Materials: 
1. Organic Chemistry, 10th edition, by T. W. Graham Solomons 
2. The Organic Chem Lab Survival Manual, by James W. Zubrick 
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3. Laboratory notebook 
4. Safety goggles or safety glasses 
5. A molecular model set 

Supplementary Materials: Lab Coat 
 

Class Attendance Policy: 
You are required to participate in the laboratory section that you registered for 

every week.  No informal switching between sections will be allowed.  Laboratory results 
and reports will not be accepted for labs that you did not attend.  IF YOU MISS MORE 
THAN ONE LABORATORY SESSION, YOUR COURSE GRADE WILL BE LOWERED 
ONE LETTER GRADE FOR EACH ABSENCE OVER ONE. 

 
Policy on Academic Misconduct (Cheating and Plagiarism): 

ZERO TOLERANCE!! All forms of academic dishonesty will result in an “F” 
grade for the course. 
 Academic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) plagiarism, copying answers 
or work done by another student (either on an exam or on out-of-class assignments), 
allowing another student to copy from you, and using unauthorized materials during an 
exam. 
 

Make-up Policy: Those who must miss a lab class or a test day for legitimate 
reasons (legal, medical, family emergency, university-sponsored activity) need to hand 
in a signed paper stating the reason and date of absence and accommodations will be 
made to makeup work.  For university-sponsored activities, please inform me a week in 
advance of your absence so arrangements can be made.  ALL MAKEUP EXAMS WILL 
BE CONDUCTED AS ORAL EXAMS! 
 
Course Goals: This course primarily addresses the System General Educational Goal 
#6: “Students will understand the fundamental principles of the natural sciences and 
apply scientific methods of inquiry to investigate the natural world.”:  The Student 
Learning objectives for this goal include: 

1. Demonstrate the scientific method in a laboratory experience. 
2. Gather and critically evaluate data using the scientific method. 
3. Identify and explain the basic concepts, terminology and theories of the 

selected natural sciences. 
4. Apply selected natural science concepts to contemporary issues. 

 
To meet outcomes 1 and 2, students in this course will: 

A. Become proficient in basic laboratory techniques in organic chemistry. 
B. Demonstrate knowledge and depth of understanding of material through exams, 

lab exercises, and written lab reports. 
C. Enhance critical thinking and interpersonal skills through collaborative group work. 

 
To meet outcomes 3 and 4, students in this course will: 

A. Understand concepts related to organic chemistry. 
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B. Demonstrate knowledge and depth of understanding of material through exams 
and written reports. 

C. Demonstrate the ability to use technology in analysis of data. 
D. Develop an appreciation for problem solving and use of basic chemical principles 

in the area of organic chemistry. 
 
Evaluation Procedures: 
 
Class: 

 
Assessments: 
Test 1                          20% 
Test 2                          20% 
Test 3                          20% 
Test 4                          20% 
Final Exam                  20% 
Home work                  20% 
Drop 1 test (1-4 only) -20% 
-------------------------------------- 
Total                           100% 
 
Note that this is an interactive course.  Active participation in regular classroom 
discussions and problem-solving is absolutely required, as is standard for college-
level courses.  
  
Lab: 
 
Mid term exam   10% 
Lab reports         50% 
Notebook            30% 
Final paper         10% 
------------------------------- 
Total                    100% 
 
Grading policy:  
 
               Grading Scale: 
                         100-90% A 
                         89-80%   B 
                         79-70%   C 
                         69-60%   D 
                         59-0%     F    
 
 
All homework will be graded in class by your fellow students.  This will be done by 
exchanging papers with other students in class and grading them.  Any errors done by 
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the grader will result in double the points being taken off of their homework.  This 
includes marking ones that correct as incorrect and not marking incorrect answers.      
 
 
Practice exams will be handed out one week before the scheduled exam.  The format of 
the exam will be very similar to the practice exam.  Homework will be assigned regularly 
and graded.  Most of the homework problems will come from the textbook.   
 
Programmable calculators are not allowed on exams and quizzes.  Cell phones cannot 
be used in class or for exams and must either be turned off or in silent mode during 
class.  
 
REGRADES:  Errors found in graded work may be resubmitted for review if done within 
the first week after original grades were given.  Submissions will not be accepted after 
the one-week deadline.  In all cases, you must attach a clearly written explanation of 
why you are requesting a regrade and include on the attachment a complete and 
correct response to each question you wish to have regraded.  Exams submitted for 
regrading will be rejected without the requested written explanation.  With your 
explanations in mind, I will regrade the entire exam, and I will return the regraded exam 
to you after making any appropriate adjustments.  
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) STATEMENT:  
Northern State University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional 
climate in which students with disabilities can thrive.  If you have any type of disability 
for which you require accommodations, please contact Karen Gerety at the NSU Office 
of Disability Services (ODS) as soon as possible to discuss your particular needs.   
 
The mission of the Office of Disability Services is to provide equal access to university 
programs, as mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Any student requesting accommodations must submit 
adequate documentation of disability before accommodations can be provided." 
 
Contact information for the ODS:  
Phone – 605-626-2371; Fax – 605-626-3399  
E-mail – geretyk@northern.edu;  
Location for the 2011-12 school year: Graham Hall 202 
 

Chem 326 Lecture Schedule 
This is a tentative guide and may have slight changes (except for Exam dates). 

 
Date Chapter Assignment Due 

Monday, August 29 No Class None 
Wednesday, August 31 Introduction Quiz 1 

Friday, September 2 Chapter 1 Read Chapter 1, Quiz 2 
Monday, September 5 No Class Labor Day None 

Wednesday, September 7 Chapter 1 Boot camp hand out 1 
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Friday, September 9 Chapter 1 Boot camp hand out 2 
Monday, September 12 Chapter 2 Read Chapter 2, Quiz 3, HW 1 

Wednesday, September 14 Chapter 2 Boot camp hand out 3 
Friday, September 16 Chapter 2 Boot camp hand out 4 

Monday, September 19 Chapter 3 Read Chapter 3, Quiz 4, HW 2 
Wednesday, September 21 Chapter 3 Boot camp hand out 5 

Friday, September 23 Chapter 3 Boot camp hand out 6 
Monday, September 26 Review Boot camp hand out 7 

Wednesday, September 28 Test 1 None 
Friday, September 30 Chapter 4 Read Chapter 4, Quiz 5 
Monday, October 3 Chapter 4 None 

Wednesday, October 5 Chapter 4 None 
Friday, October 7 Chapter 5 Read Chapter 5, Quiz 6, HW 4 

Monday, October 10 No Class Native American Day None 
Wednesday, October 12 Chapter 5 None 

Friday, October 14 Chapter 5 None 
Monday, October 17 Review HW 5 

Wednesday, October 19 Test 2 None 
Friday, October 21 Chapter 6 Read Chapter 6, Quiz 7 

Monday, October 24 Chapter 6 None 
Wednesday, October 26 Chapter 6 None 

Friday, October 28 Chapter 7 Read Chapter 7, HW 6, Quiz 8 
Monday, October 31 Chapter 7 None 

Wednesday, November 2 Chapter 7 None 
Friday, November 4 Chapter 8 Read Chapter 8, HW 7, Quiz 9 

Monday, November 7 Chapter 8 None 
Wednesday, November 9 Chapter 8 None 

Friday, November 11 No Class Veteran’s Day None 
Monday, November 14 Review HW 8 

Wednesday, November 16 Test 3 None 
Friday, November 18 Chapter 9 Read Chapter 9, Quiz 10 

Monday, November 21 Chapter 9 None 
Wednesday, November 23 No Class Thanksgiving Break None 

Friday, November 25 No Class Thanksgiving Break None 
Monday, November 28 Chapter 9 None 

Wednesday, November 30 Chapter 10 Read Chapter 10, Quiz 11, HW 9 
Friday, December 2 Chapter 10 None 

Monday, December 5 Chapter 10 None 
Wednesday, December 7 Review HW 10 

Friday, December 9 Test 4 None 
Thursday, December 15 Final Exam 9:45-11:45 am 

 
 

Home Work Assignment Problems in Textbook 
HW 1 1.27, 1.28, 1.29, 13.1 a-h, 1.32, 1.35 
HW 2 2.29, 2.30, 2.31, 2.33, 2.34, 2.35 a-g, 2.36, 2.40, 2.41, 2.42, 
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2.46, 2.47, 2.48, 2.50 
HW 3 3.18, 3.19, 3.20, 3.21, 3.22, 3.23, 3.24, 3.25, 3.27, 3.28, 3.29, 

3.30, 3.32, 3.33 
HW 4 4.23, 4.24, 4.29, 4.34, 4.36, 4.37, 4.39, 4.43 
HW 5 5.33, 5.35, 5.39, 5.41, 5.45 
HW 6 6.20, 6.21, 6.22, 6.23, 6.24, 6.25, 6.29, 6.33, 6.34, 6.41, 6.47 
HW 7 7.26, 7.27, 7.28, 7.29, 7.30, 7.31, 7.32, 7.36, 7.37, 7.38, 7.39, 

7.40, 7.41, 7.44, 7.46 
HW 8 8.26, 8.28, 8.29, 8.33, 8.35, 8.37, 8.39, 8.45, 8.48, 8.55 
HW 9 9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 9.26, 9.28, 9.30, 9.32, 9.33, 9.39, 9.44, 9.46 

HW 10 10.21, 10.22, 10.23, 10.24, 10.31, 10.32, 10.33 
 
 

Laboratory Schedule 
 

Week Date Experiment Due 
1 Wednesday Aug 31, Friday Sept 2 Introduction and Safety Quiz 
2 Wednesday Sept 7, Friday Sept 9 Library Exercise None 
3 Wednesday Sept 14, Friday Sept 16 Melting/Boiling Point None 
4 Wednesday Sept 21, Friday Sept 23 Crystallization Lab Report 1 
5 Wednesday Sept 28, Friday Sept 30 Extraction Lab Report 2 
6 Wednesday Oct 5, Friday Oct 7 Distillation Lab Report 3 
7 Wednesday Oct 12, Friday Oct 14 Chromatography Lab Report 4 
8 Wednesday Oct 19, Friday Oct 21 Midterm Exam Lab Report 5 
9 Wednesday Oct 26, Friday Oct 28 Cis-Trans Isomerization None 

10 Wednesday Nov 2, Friday Nov 4 Alkyne  Lab Report 6 
11 Wednesday Nov 9, Friday Nov 11 No Class Veteran’s Day None 
12 Wednesday Nov 16, Friday Nov 18 Carbene Addition Lab Report 7 
13 Wednesday Nov 23, Friday Nov 25 No Class Thanksgiving Break None 
14 Wednesday Nov 30, Friday Dec 2 Identification of Organic 

Compounds Part 1 
Lab Report 8 

15 Wednesday Dec 7, Friday Dec 9 Identification of Organic 
Compounds Part 2 

Lab Report 9 

16 Wednesday Dec 14, Friday Dec 16 No Class Finals Week Final Paper 
 
 

Advice for learning Organic Chemistry 
 

1. Organic chemistry is difficult because there is a lot of material to learn and new 
material requires understanding of the preceding material.  This is a fast passed 
class due to the large amount of material.  Thus do not get behind or put off 
learning the material until right before the exam. 
 

2. Resolve questions that you may have as you come up with them.  Do not 
hesitate to come to my office hours or ask questions.  I am here to help you learn 
and want to see you succeed. 
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3. Read the assigned chapters before class.  In class, difficult material will be 

clarified and more important material will be stressed.   
 

4. Studying in groups can be very beneficial.  Verbalizing concepts can increase 
understanding and other students may present some of the material in a manner 
that clarifies the information.  I recommend that if you choose to study in a group 
that you be an active member in the group and that the group be a small one. 

 
  
NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY DIVERSITY STATEMENT: Northern State 
University strives to build an academic community of people from diverse backgrounds 
and experiences who are committed to sharing diverse ideas in a mutually respectful 
environment. We value open discourse and consideration of multiple perspectives on 
issues of regional, national, and international importance, in which individuals are free to 
express their points of view. Our goal is a diverse learning community with equal 
opportunity for all. 
 
ACADEMIC FREEDOM STATEMENT: FREEDOM IN LEARNING. Under Board of 
Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated solely 
on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic 
standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views 
offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but 
they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are 
enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or 
capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic 
standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a 
review of the evaluation. 
 

THE LABORATORY NOTEBOOK 
 
A laboratory notebook is needed to record measurements and observations concerning 
an analysis.  The book should be permanently bound with consecutively numbered 
pages (if necessary, the pages should be hand-numbered before any entries are made).  
Most notebooks have more than ample room; there is no need to crowd entries.  The 
first few pages should be saved for a table of contents that is updated regularly.   
 
RULES FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF A LABORATORY NOTEBOOK 
 

1. Record all data and observations directly into the notebook in ink.  Neatness is 
desirable, but you should not achieve neatness by transcribing data from a sheet 
of paper to the notebook or from one notebook to another.  The risk of 
misplacing-or incorrectly transcribing-crucial data and thereby ruining an 
experiment is unacceptable. 
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2. Supply each entry or series of entries with a heading or label.  A series of 
weighing data for a set of empty crucibles should carry the heading “empty 
crucible mass” (or something similar), for example, and the mass of each crucible 
should be identified by the same number or letter used to label the crucible.  

 
3.  Date each page of the notebook as it is used. 

 
4. Never attempt to erase or obliterate an incorrect entry.  Instead, cross it out with 

a single horizontal line and locate the correct entry as nearby as possible.  Do 
not write over incorrect numbers; with time, it may become impossible to 
distinguish the correct entry from the incorrect one. 

 
5. Never remove a page from the notebook.  Draw diagonal lines across any page 

that is to be disregarded.  Provide a brief rational for disregarding the page. 
 
LABORATORY REPORTS  
The format outlined below should be used for all of your laboratory reports this 
semester.  All sections of the laboratory report, including the conclusions and summary 
questions, should be neatly written in ballpoint pen in your laboratory notebook.  Each 
experiment will be worth a total of 35 points, and the point distribution is shown below.  
Please read the Notes below.       
LABORATORY FORMAT FORMAT 
 

1) Title  
It is necessary to record the title of each experiment at the top of the first 
page. It is also appropriate to use the experiment title as a header for each 
page of the experimental write-up. To differentiate each page from the first 
page place the abbreviation for continued in parenthesis after the title i.e. 
Experiment 2: Synthesis of Aspirin (cont.). 

 
2) Introduction 

The introduction section must include: 
• A sentence describing the purpose or the objective of the current 
experiment. 
• A brief description describing the experimental approach for achieving 

desired objective. 
• Traditionally, this is the section that contains any background 

information or previous experiments that have laid the foundation for 
the current experiment. I will not require you to provide the background 
information for each experiment in this class; however, a significant 
amount of background information for each experiment is provided in 
your laboratory textbook, and it is expected that you read this 
information. 

 
3) Experimental  
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In the experimental section, you are required to document the procedures and methods that were used; the mass and moles of 
reagents used; the reaction conditions used; the analytical methods that were employed as well as any observations made 
during the course of the experiment. It is essential that you provide a detailed description of the work performed in the lab. The 
standard used for documenting your work is best described as being detailed enough so that any chemist, provided with your 
laboratory manual, could not only reproduce the experiment (with no other resource than your lab manual) but could also 
reproduce your results.  The experimental section is not to be mistaken with a procedure write-up. A procedure section is (as 
you will find in your lab textbook) is a set of instructions that are to be performed. An experimental section is describing what 
was done and is to be written in third person past tense.  

 
Example: Benzoic acid, 3.00 g (24.6 mmol.), was treated with 20.0 mL of 
3.0 M NaOH (60.0 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred for several 
minutes until all of the Benzoic acid was dissolved. The resulting clear 
solution was gravity filtered to remove any residual solid impurities.  
 
It is important that you become thoroughly familiar with the techniques 
described in the back of your laboratory textbook. It is acceptable, in fact it 
is preferable, that you describe a series of steps by stating that a specific 
technique was used.  
For example: The crude benzoic acid was recrystallized from hot 
deionized water. The statement above is sufficient to describe each 
individual step that was performed during the recrystallization process.  

 
4) Results and Discussion 

 
This section is used to report the results of your experiment along with any 
analytical data or reports that were collected. It is essential that the data 
be interpreted not just reported.  
This section should typically include the following results if tasks were 
performed: 

• The percent yield from your experiment 
• Melting Point / Boiling Point determination 
• Infrared Spectrum (and interpretation of spectrum)  
• Thin Layer Chromatography (interpret results) 
• Gas Chromatogram (interpret results) 

 
In the discussion portion of this section, you are to compare the actual 
results from this experiment with the expected results. Critically evaluate 
the experiment and formulate a logical explanation to account for any 
deviations between actual results and anticipated results. 
 

5) Conclusion 
 

This section is used to draw conclusions that are supported by the observations and data collected during the experiment.  

 
SAFETY IN THE LABORATORY 
Work in a chemical laboratory necessarily involves a degree of risk; accidents can and 
do happen.  Strict adherence to the following rules will go far toward preventing (or 
minimizing the effect of) accidents. 
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1. At the outset, learn the location of the nearest eye fountain, fire blanket, shower, 

and fire extinguisher. Learn the proper use of each, and do not hesitate to use 
this equipment should the need arise.  

 
2. Wear eye protection at all times.  The potential for serious and perhaps 

permanent eye injury makes it mandatory that adequate eye protection be worn 
at all times by students, instructors, and visitors.  Eye protection should be 
donned before entering the laboratory and should be used continuously until it is 
time to leave.  Serious eye injuries have occurred to people performing such 
innocuous tasks as computing or writing in a laboratory notebook. Such incidents 
are usually the result of someone else losing control of an experiment.  Regular 
prescription glasses are not adequate substitutes for eye protection approved by 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  Contact lenses 
should never be used in the laboratory because laboratory fumes may react with 
them and have a harmful effect on the eyes. 

 
3. Most of the chemicals in a laboratory are toxic; some are very toxic; and some 

such as concentrated solutions of acids and bases, are highly corrosive.  Avoid 
contact between the liquids and your skin.  In the event of such contact, 
immediately flood the affected area with copious quantities of water.  If a 
corrosive solution is spilled on clothing, remove the garment immediately.  Time 
is of the essence; modesty cannot be a matter of concern. 

 
4. Never perform an unauthorized experiment.  Such activity is grounds for 

disqualification at many institutions. 
 

5. Never work alone in the laboratory; be certain that someone is always within 
earshot.  

 
6. Never bring food or beverages into the laboratory.  Do not drink from laboratory 

glassware.  Do not smoke in the laboratory. 
 

7.  Always use a bulb to draw liquids into a pipet; never use your mouth to provide 
suction. 

 
8.  Wear adequate foot covering (no sandals).  Confine long hair with a net.  A 

laboratory coat or apron will provide some protection and may be required. 
 

9. Be extremely tentative in touching objects that have been heated; hot glass looks 
just like cold glass. 

 
10. Always fire-polish the ends of freshly cut glass tubing.  Never attempt to force 

glass tubing through the hole of a stopper.  Instead, make sure that both tubing 
and hole are wet with soapy water.  Protect hands with several layers of towel 
while inserting glass into a stopper. 
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11. Use fume hoods whenever toxic or noxious gases are likely to be evolved.  Be 

cautious in testing for odors; use your hand to waft vapors above containers 
toward your nose. 

 
12. Notify the instructor in the event of an injury. 

 
13. Dispose of solutions and chemicals as instructed.  It is illegal to flush solutions 

containing heavy metal ions or organic liquids down the drain in many localities; 
alternative arrangements are required for the disposal of such liquids.   
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
Revision to General Education Requirements 

  
This form is to be used to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in 
Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General 
Education Requirements.  This includes any changes to the System General Education 
Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global Issues Requirement, 
and Writing Intensive Requirement.   
 
NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 
proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 
completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 
Education Requirements   
 

NSU  Theatre    5/1/12 
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
       
  DanielYurgaitis  Alan LaFave   
Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       
       
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 
 
Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal 
impacts. 
 

 System General Education Requirements 
 Institutional Graduation Requirements 
 Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 

X Writing Intensive Requirement 
 
 
Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 
X Revision to an approved course  
 Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  
 Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 
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Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
The addition of an in depth research paper on a topic in musical theatre that is approved by the 
instructor to THEA 435 Musical Theatre History. The process will include a topic proposal, 
followed by an overview (250-300 words), and a draft. The final research paper should be 
approximately 5000 words (i.e., about 20 pages), with accurate footnotes and bibliography. 
 
 
 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 
Fall 2013 

 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 
To add a serious writing component to this musical theatre history course that facilitates student 
research opportunities. Topics may include inquiry into significant composers, lyricists or book 
writers, or to document and research trends and movements in American or British musical theatre. 

 
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 
Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
The additional writing component will strength the composition and research skills of each student 
in the musical theatre major.  

 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 
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THEA 435: Musical Theatre History   Instructor: Mr. Daniel Yurgaitis 
Northern State University    Office: JC 128 
Fall 2011/ 3 Credit Hours    Phone: 626-2563 
Home e-mail: danielyur@abe.midco.net  Office: yurgaitd@northern.edu 

 
Course Meetings : Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays  11-11:50 am, JC 129 

Office Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 10-10:50, 2-2:50, or by appointment 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reminder: All students must complete the “Fall 2011 Attendance Confirmation” by August 31, 
2011. Log in to WebAdvisor, click on "Fall 2011 Attendance Confirmation", and follow the steps 
indicated. 

 
 Description : A survey of the history of the American Musical Theatre, its origins, its, 

development, and its effects on popular culture. 
   

 Objectives :  This course will examine the philosophy of the American Musical Theatre and 
its place in theatre arts today through a study of its historical evolution and component 
parts. 

  
Texts: No Legs, No Jokes, No Chance by Sheldon Patinkin 
(Northwestern University Press, 2008) 

 
 Grading Grading is based on individual growth and development, on individual effort, 

acquisition of process skills, monologue, scene work, written work, quizzes and final exam.   
  The breakdown is as follows: 
 Musical Theatre Research Paper    20% 
 Four Quizzes (worth 20 % each)    80% 
 
 Requirements: 
  
 Quizzes: Four quizzes will be given in class.   
 

Musical Research Paper: Each student will be responsible a research paper on a topic of 
their choice(and approved by the instructor). See the next item for details. 
  

Writing Intensive Course: 
 

This is a Writing Intensive Course, with the following guidelines: 
 

1. Writing will be used as an instrument for learning course content; therefore, the 
research paper will allow the student to address questions for which there is more 
than one acceptable interpretation or explanation. 

ATTACHMENT III     135

mailto:yurgaitd@northern.edu


Course Form #11 
AAC Feb2007 

2. Writing will be integral in course syllabi, with discussion of the uses of writing about 
music theatre history. 

3. Writing will be treated as a process; the writing process for the research paper is 
integral to fulfilling this requirement (see below). 

4. Written assignments will be a major component of the grade. 
5. Students will include with their final research paper all stages of the writing process. 

 
Guidelines for Research Paper: 
 
 Topic Selection—Choose a musical or a composer not covered in detail in the text or 

lectures. Your topic proposal should include an explanation (200-300 words) explaining why 
the composer, lyricist or work is important and what you plan to accomplish. 

 Overview, Outline and Bibliography—Include at least three print sources. You may use 
internet sources to supplement and guide your research. If you cite one, you should list it in 
the bibliography. The overview should be 350-500 words long and summarize the main 
ideas of the paper. The outline should indicate the major topics, sub-topics and areas of 
discussion.  

 Draft—the draft should include the majority of the writing. No work should be cited in the 
bibliography which is not referenced in the text at least once. Citations should be correctly 
marked, including footnotes and bibliography. Include a cover paper (student’s name, title 
of paper, course name). Please take advantage of the writing center. 

 Final Paper—the final paper should be complete in all ways, including a cover paper, 
accurate footnotes and bibliography. It should be free of spelling and grammatical errors. It 
should include all of the revisions/corrections noted by the professor in the draft. The draft 
MUST be turned in with the final paper for comparison. 

Deadlines:   9/26 Topic Proposal Due 
    10/26 Outline/Overview Due 
    11/16 Draft of Paper Due 

    12/7 Final Paper Due 
 

 Attendance: Besides the lecture material, video and audio will be frequently presented to 
illustrate the various eras and styles.  Therefore, attendance is mandatory since both exams 
and quizzes will cover text and in-class presentations. A total of three (3) absences will be 
permitted.  Each succeeding absence will lower the final course average by one point. 

  
 Academic Freedom: Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic 

performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in 
matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned 
exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment 
about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of 
study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation 
reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to 
academic standards should contact the academic dean administratively in charge of the 
class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

ATTACHMENT III     136



Course Form #11 
AAC Feb2007 

 
 

General Outline of Course Content 

 
Week #1 
WED 8/31 Course orientation: Explanation and review of syllabus and course  
  objectives 
 Assignment: Read for next Wednesday Chapter 1, “Oklahoma!"  

Thursday at 5:00- Onstage at The Johnson Fine Arts Center  

Auditions for the NSU Theatre fall musical:" The Phantom of the Opera" 
FRI 9/2  Discussion: Chapter 1, Begin Video/Audio: "Oklahoma!" 
 
Week #2 
MON 9/5 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY – NO CLASS 
WED 9/7 Video/Audio: "Oklahoma!" 
FRI 9/9  Video/Audio: "Oklahoma!" 
  Assignment: Read for Monday Chapters 2 and 3  
 
Week #3 
MON 9/12 Discussion: Chapters 2 and  3 

Assignment: Read for Wednesday Chapter 4 
WED 9/14 Discussion: Chapter 4 
FRI 9/16 Video/Audio: Chapters 2, 3 and 4 

Assignment: Read for Monday Chapter 5 
 
Week #4 
MON 9/19 Discussion : Chapter 5 

Assignment: Read for Wednesday Chapter 6 
WED 9/21 Discussion : Chapter 6 
FRI 9/23 Video/Audio: Chapters 5 and 6 

Assignment: Read for Monday Chapters 7 and 8 
Research Paper: Topic Proposal Due 

 
Week #5 
MON 9/26 Discussion: Chapter 7 
WED 9/28 Discussion: Chapter 8 
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FRI 9/30 Video/Audio: Chapters 7 and 8  
Assignment: Read for Wednesday Chapters 9 and 10 

Week #6 
MON 10/3 Quiz #1 (Chapters 1 thru 8)   

Assignment: Read for Friday Chapters 11 and 12 
WED 10/5 Discussion: Chapters 9 and 10 
FRI 10/7 Discussion: Chapters 11 
 
Week #7 
MON 10/12 Native American Day - No Class! 
WED 10/14 Discussion: Chapters 12 
FRI 10/16 Video/Audio: "Showboat"  

Assignment: Read for Wednesday Chapters 13 and 14 
 
Week #8 
MON 10/19 Video/Audio: "Showboat"  
WED 10/21 Discussion: Chapter 13  
FRI 10/23 Discussion: Chapter 14 

Assignment: Read for Monday Chapters 15 and 16 
 
Week #9 
MON 10/26 Discussion: Chapter 15 and 16 
WED 10/28 Video/Audio: Chapters 13 thru 16 

Assignment for Monday: Read Chapters 17 and 18 
Research Paper: Outline/Overview Due 

FRI 10/30 Quiz #2 (Chapters 7 thru 16) 
 
 
Week #10 
MON 11/2 Discussion: Chapters 17 and 18 

Assignment for Wednesday: Read Chapters 19 and 20 
WED 11/4 Discussion: Chapter 19 and 20 

Assignment for Friday: Read Chapters 21 
FRI 11/6 Discussion: Chapter 21  
 
Week #11 
MON 11/9 Video/Audio: Chapters 17 thru 21 

Assignment for next Friday: Read Chapters 22 and 23 
Research Paper: Draft of Paper Due 

WED 11/11 Veteran’s Day Holiday – No Class! 
FRI 11/13 Discussion: Chapter 22 and 23 
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Week #12 

MON 11/16 Quiz #3 (Chapters 17 thru 22) 
Assignment for next Friday: Read Chapters 24 and 25 

WED 11/18 Assessment Day – No Class! 
FRI 11/20 Discussion: Chapter 24 and 25 

Assignment for next Monday: Read Chapters 26 and 27 
 
Week #13 
MON 11/23 Discussion: Chapter 26 and 27 

Assignment for next Monday: Read Chapters 28 and 29 
WED 11/25 Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class! 
FRI 11/27 Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class! 
 
Week #14 
MON 11/30 Discussion: Chapter 28 and 29 

Assignment for next Wednesday: Read Chapters 30 and 31 
WED 12/2 Discussion: Chapter 30 and 31 

Assignment for next Friday: Read Chapters 32 
FRI 12/4 Discussion: Chapter 32  

Assignment for next Monday: Read Chapters 33 and 34 
 
Week #15 
MON 12/7 Discussion: Chapter 33 and 34 
WED 12/9 Video/Audio 
  Research Paper: Final Paper Due 
FRI 12/11 Quiz #4 (Chapters 23 thru 34) 
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Revision to General Education Requirements 

  

This form is to be used to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in 

Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General 

Education Requirements.  This includes any changes to the System General Education 

Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global Issues Requirement, 

and Writing Intensive Requirement.   

 

NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 

proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 

completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 

Education Requirements   

 

NSU  School of Education    10/21/11 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

       

  Alan Neville  Connie Geier   

Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 

       

       

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 

 

Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal 

impacts. 

 

 System General Education Requirements 

 Institutional Graduation Requirements 

 Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 

X Writing Intensive Requirement 

 

 

Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 

 Revision to an approved course  

 Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  

 Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 
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Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
Change the writing intensive requirement for the School of Education’s elementary education 

majors from ELED 360 Social Studies Methods to EDFN 442 Meeting the Diverse Needs of 

Students and their Families. 

 

 

Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 

Fall 2012 

 

 

Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 

At this time, this is required in the 3
rd

 block of methods classes in a Social Studies methods course. 

Because the emphasis in this class is to teach pedagogy, the writing element is difficult to 

implement and assess to include quality writing requirements.  EDFN 442, however, already 

includes requirements to write each week on a variety of topics related to diversity within the area 

of the student’s specialization. 

 

 

Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 

Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 

EDFN 442 requires over 40 pages of writing in addition to a powerpoint presentation based upon 

outside research.  The writing is reflective, supported by research and citations, and covers four 

primary topics related to diversity in today’s classrooms.  There are three different types of 

reflective writing assignments allowing the students to write in response to different stimuli with 

different requirements.  The written assignments are a significant part of the student’s grade, and 

are used to promote professionalism in the field of education.  Finally, all elementary education 

majors are required to take EDFN 442. 

 

 

Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 

A copy of the Spring 2011 syllabus is attached.   
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EDFN 442, NO1A (79704), NO2A (94351), EDFN 542, NO1A (00425)  

MEETING THE DIVERSE NEEDS OF STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

School of Education 

Northern State University 

Spring, 2011 

 

Class Meetings: Monday-Friday, 10:00-11:15, GB 210, January 12, 2011-February 11, 2011 

 

Instructor: Dr. Andrea R. Hathcote   

Office: Gerber 137 

Office hours: Monday, 12:00-2:50, Tuesday, 9:00-9:50 and 2:00-3:00, Thursday, 2:00-3:00, 

other times by appointment 

Phone: 605-626-2232   

Email: D2L or Andrea.hathcote@northern.edu 

Course Description 

In this course, students develop an understanding of the changing dynamics of families and 

society as well as the diverse needs of P-12 students, to include English as a Second Language 

and differentiated instruction.  2 credit hours 

 

Knowledge Base 

This course addresses: 

 knowledge of self as an individual 

 knowledge of content 

 knowledge of the learner 

 knowledge of pedagogy 

 knowledge of self as a teacher and member of a learning community 

 

Content Standards  

This course addresses:  

 NCATE Standard 4:  Diversity 

o NCATE Standard 4a:  Design, Implementation, and Evaluation of 

Curriculum and Experience 

o NCATE Standard 4b:  Experiences Working with Diverse Faculty 

 

Course Materials/Methods  

 Required text:  There is no required text for this course. 

 Supplementary materials:  numerous readings, downloads (provided on 

supplementary List of Readings) 

o Payne, R.K. (2005).  A framework for understanding poverty (4
th

 revised ed.).  

Highlands, TX:  aha! Process. (ISBN:  978-1-929229-48-2) 

 Instructional methods:  For each class period, the student is required to read assigned 

articles before class and take appropriate notes.  One of the goals of a professional 

block class is to practice and demonstrate professionalism.  Students will earn a grade 

for attendance and professional behavior and work throughout the course.  Students 

will be required to sign in for every class in order to receive credit for attendance.  

Students will produce a reflection paper for each of the 4 topics we will cover.  In 
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addition, students will complete a book report over Payne’s A Framework for 

Understanding Poverty, as well as completing 2 Guest Speaker forms.  Finally, 

students will be required to work in a group to create a powerpoint presentation over 

one of the topics discussed in class. 

 

Course Requirements 

 Assignments: 

o Reflection papers (4 at 20 points each):  For each of the topics we will cover, the 

student will write a reflection paper.  The paper will follow the format presented 

in Appendix A.  The paper should be 3-5 pages in length.  The student will follow 

the specified requirements and outline provided.  Any deviation from these 

specified requirements will result in rejection of the paper, and the student will 

not earn points.  Proper spelling and grammar are essential elements of the paper 

as is adherence to the topic.  The paper will include (a) cover sheet, (b) body, (c) 

reference page.  The cover sheet and reference page do not contribute to the 3-5 

page requirement.  The paper must be typed in Times New Roman 12-point font, 

with one-inch margins on all sides, double-spaced.  Additionally, page numbers 

will be placed in the header section of the paper in the upper right corner.  The 

cover sheet will include the following information, centered on the page and 

double-spaced between each line:  (a) title of paper, (b) student’s name, (c) course 

title and number, and (d) semester and year.  The body of the paper (3-5 pages) 

will organized as follows:  (a) title on top line of body, (b) introductory paragraph, 

(c) a description of the topic covered, (d) analysis of the topic including 

definition, characteristics, examples, the connection to diversity in general, and 

(e) concluding paragraph.  All information written in the body of the paper should 

be appropriately referenced according to APA-style.  Citation style is important, 

and points will be deducted for citation errors.  The reference page will be 

inserted on the page following the last page of the body and will include the 

following elements:  (a) title “Reference/s” centered on the top line of the page, 

(b) an alphabetical list of all references used in the paper formatted to APA-style.  

See Appendix A for sample paper.  Papers will be submitted in the appropriate 

dropbox on D2L by midnight on the due date. 

o Book report (20 points):  Students will read Payne’s A Framework for 

Understanding Poverty.  Students will complete a Book Report using the form in 

Appendix B.  The form must be completed as shown in the Appendix.  All 

responses must be in complete sentences, utilizing proper grammar, spelling and 

punctuation.  The Book Report should be at least 2 pages in length.  It will be 

submitted in the appropriate dropbox on D2L by midnight on the due date. 

o Guest Speaker forms (2 at 20 points each):  Two leading researchers in the field 

of diversity will be guest lecturers in class.  For each guest speaker, the student is 

required to develop 5 quality questions to be asked during class.  The student will 

record the answer to the questions, transcribe them, and submit the completed 

form in the dropbox on D2L on the due date.  The form used must be exactly like 

the one provided in Appendix C.  All responses must be typed in complete 

sentences utilizing appropriate grammar and spelling.  These reflections should 

not exceed 2 pages.  Any deviation from the form may result in non-acceptance. 
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o Powerpoint Presentation (1 group grade at 50 points; 1 individual grade at 50 

points):  As a culminating activity for each topic covered in the class, a group 

powerpoint presentation will occur.  Each group must work together to create a 

cohesive overview of the information learned during the week.  Each member of 

the group is responsible for 6-8 minutes of the presentation in which the presenter 

must use at least one additional research-based reference to the readings provided.  

The group should use ONE powerpoint for the entire presentation with internal 

title slides to divide each individual presenter’s sections.  Each slide (excluding 

title slides) should have a citation at the bottom indicating the reference from 

which the information was taken.  The last slide of the presentation should be a 

reference slide including a comprehensive list of references.  All citations must be 

in APA 6
th

 edition style.  Two grades will be earned from the presentation:  1 

grade for the individual’s presentation including creativity, accuracy of 

information, and adherence to requirements; 1 grade for the entire group including 

evidence of collaboration, creativity, and adherence to requirements.  The 

powerpoint will be submitted in a dropbox in D2L by midnight on the date of the 

presentation.  

o Attendance and professionalism (10 points):  These points will be earned through 

the attendance sign-in sheets and professor observations of participation. 

 Grading policy: 

o 225-250 points = A 

o 200-224 points = B 

o 175-199 points = C 

o 150-174 points = D 

o Below 150 points = F 

 

American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

Northern State University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in 

which students with disabilities can thrive.  If you have any type of disability for which you 

require accommodations, please contact Karen Gerety at the NSU Office of Disability Services 

(626-2371, Student Center 217) as soon as possible to discuss your particular needs. 

 

Northern State University Diversity Statement 

Northern State University strives to build an academic community of people from diverse 

backgrounds and experiences who are committed to sharing diverse ideas in a mutually 

respectful environment.  We value open discourse and consideration of multiple perspectives on 

issues of regional, national, and international importance, in which individuals are free to express 

their points of view.  Our goal is a diverse learning community with equal opportunity for all. 

 

Academic Freedom Statement:  Freedom in Learning 

Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated 

solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic 

standards.  Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any 

course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for 

learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled.  Students who believe 

that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or 
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conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the 

class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

 

 

Cheating & Plagiarism 

Cheating is defined as, but not limited to, the following: (a) use or giving of any unauthorized 

assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) use of sources beyond those authorized 

by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other 

assignments; or (c) acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material to a 

member of the institutional faculty or staff.  Plagiarism is defined as, but is not limited to, the 

following: (a) the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of 

another person without full and clear acknowledgement consistent with accepted practices of the 

discipline; or (b) the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency 

engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  Neither of these forms of 

dishonesty will be tolerated.  Punishment consistent with Board of Regents and university policy 

may include a lower grade or no credit granted.  If any words or ideas in assignments do not 

represent your original words or ideas, you must cite all relevant sources and make clear the 

extent to which such sources were used.  Words or ideas that require citation include, but are not 

limited to, all hard copy or electronic publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or 

visual communication when the content of such communication clearly originates from an 

identifiable source. 

 

Class attendance policy 

It is imperative that candidates make every effort to attend class sessions. Professional courtesy 

requires that candidates notify the professor prior to the class meeting in the event of an absence. 

It is expected that teacher candidates who must be absent will assume responsibility for course 

content and assignments.  No credit will be awarded for missed in-class activities.   

 

Caveat 

The schedule and procedures in this course are subject to change in the event of extenuating 

circumstances and the pace of the class. 

 

Make-up Policy 

Assignments are due on the scheduled date and time.  Any exceptions to this policy will be made 

by prior arrangement and acceptance is at the discretion of the professor.  Late work submitted 

after an unexcused absence will only be eligible for half credit. 

 

Bibliography 

Collier, C. (2010).  RTI for diverse learners:  More than 200 instructional interventions.  

Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin. 

Gregory, G.H., & Chapman, C. (2002).  Differentiated instructional strategies:  One size doesn’t 

fit all.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin. 

Mazur, A.J., & Doran, P.R. (2010).  Teaching diverse learners:  Principles for best practice.  

Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin. 

Payne, R.K. (2008).  Under-resourced learners:  8 strategies to boost student achievement.  

Highlands, TX:  aha! Process. 
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Payne, R.K. (2005).  A framework for understanding poverty (4
th

 revised ed.).  Highlands, TX:  

aha! Process. 

Sousa, D.A. (2011).  How the ELL brain learns.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin. 

Vaughn, S.R., Bos, C.S. & Schumm, J.S. (2011).  Teaching students who are exceptional, 

diverse, and at risk in the general education classroom (5
th

 ed.).  Upper Saddle Ridge, 

NJ:  Pearson. 

 

Tentative Schedule 

Date Reading/Activity Work Due by midnight 

Thursday, 1/13 Introduction, Syllabus, Philosophical 

Discussion 

 

Friday, 1/14 Overview of Diversity  

Monday, 1/17 Holiday:  Martin Luther King Day  

Tuesday, 1/18 ELL Overview   

Wednesday, 1/19 ELL:  Guest Lecturer, Dr. Mickie Wong-Lo, 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Guest Lecture form 

Thursday, 1/20 ELL:  Guest Lecturer, Dr. Gerardo Moreno, 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Guest Lecture form 

Friday, 1/21 ELL:  Group Presentation ELL Reflection Paper 

due Sunday, 1/23 

Monday, 1/24 RTI:  Overview  

Tuesday, 1/25 RTI:  Examining the tiers  

Wednesday, 1/26 RTI:  Examining the tiers continued  

Thursday, 1/27 RTI:  Identifying resources and work time  

Friday, 1/28 RTI: Group Presentation RTI Reflection Paper 

due Sunday, 1/30 

Monday, 1/31 Differentiated Instruction Overview  

Tuesday, 2/1 DI:  Implementation in the classroom  

Wednesday, 2/2 DI:  Implementation in the classroom 

continued 

 

Thursday, 2/3 DI:  Identifying resources and work time  

Friday, 2/4 DI: Group Presentation DI Reflection Paper due 

Sunday, 2/6 

Monday, 2/7 Poverty Overview Book Report Due 

Tuesday, 2/8 Poverty:  Understanding the effects on students 

and families 

 

Wednesday, 2/9 Poverty:  Understanding the effects continued  

Thursday, 2/10 Poverty:  Identifying resources and work time  

Friday, 2/11 Poverty:  Group Presentation Poverty Reflection 

Paper due Sunday, 2/13 
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Appendix A:  Reflection Sample Paper 

 

 

 

 

 

Title of Paper 

StudentFirstName StudentLastName 

EDFN 442:  Meeting the Diverse Needs of Students and their Families 

Spring 2011 
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Title of Paper 

 This is where the introductory paragraph should be written.  Here the student should 

introduce the topic to be discussed and outline exactly how the information will be presented. 

 In this section of the paper, the student will provide a description of the topic, probably 

citing the readings as references for the information contained here (Zirkel & Thomas, 2010).  

This discussion could easily take more than one paragraph. 

 Next, the student will provide an analysis of the topic.  This is an appropriate place to 

discuss the definition of the topic, characteristics, examples and the connection to diversity in 

general.  This discussion could easily take multiple paragraphs.  

 Finally, the student should provide a concluding paragraph.  The conclusion should 

contain a summary of all the major points made in the paper.  Remember that a paragraph 

consists of at least 3 sentences.  Additionally, the body of the paper must be between 3 and 5 

pages to be accepted for grading, and that proper spelling, grammar, punctuation and citation 

style are important.   
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Reference 

Zirkel, P.A., & Thomas, L.B. (2010).  State laws and guidelines for implementing RTI.  

TEACHING Exceptional Children, 43(1), 60-73. 
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Appendix B:  Book Report Form 

Book Report on A Framework for Understanding Poverty by Ruby K. Payne 

StudentFIRSTNAME StudentLASTNAME 

1. Provide an overview of the organization of the book. 

 

2. Provide a summary of the key points within the book. 

 

3. Describe the target audience of the book. 

 

4. Describe how the book connects to the topic of diversity. 

 

5. Analyze your opinion of the book and the way the information has affected you. 
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Appendix C:  Reflective Form for Guest Speaker 

 

Reflective Form for Guest Speaker 

 

Student Name: 

Guest Speaker Name: 

University Affiliation: 

Date: 

 

 

Student Question 1: 

 

 

Guest Speaker Response: 

 

 

Student Question 2: 

 

 

Guest Speaker Response: 

 

 

Student Question 3: 

 

 

Guest Speaker Response: 

 

 

Student Question 4: 

 

 

Guest Speaker Response: 

 

 

Student Question 5: 

 

 

Guest Speaker Response: 
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