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 Discussion.  
 

During the March AAC meeting, representatives discussed the number of Special/Non-
Degree Seeking students in the system with more than 48 credit hours completed who would not 
be pulled in our annual identification of CAAP eligible students.  This analysis was performed in 
response to a discussion held in September related to a non-degree seeking student at USD who 
had been applied for graduation but had not met the Proficiency Requirement.    

 
There were a total of 238 students in the Fall 2010 extract who had been enrolled during 

the Spring 2010 or Fall 2009 semester.  It was agreed that AAC representatives would review the 
circumstances for the students from their institution before a decision would be made to make 
modifications to the CAAP guidelines or establish an advising notification for this particular 
student population.   

 
Two institutions responded to the query for additional information on these students.    

Specifically, of the 24 students at DSU it was determined that four already had degrees from 
another institution (two of which were enrolled in certificate programs), two others were in 
certificate only programs, and the remaining 18 students were all now classified as degree-
seeking students during the Spring 2011 semester.  Similarly, at SDSU it was discovered that the 
majority of students are now classified as degree seeking with major.  A large majority (n = 39) 
were identified for CAAP testing in the Spring, five others were flagged and received deferrals.  
Seven students had also already earned bachelor’s degrees, and of the 75 students on the SDSU 
list only three were still assigned SPEC.SPEC that would have otherwise been flagged for CAAP 
testing.  It is expected that similar results would be obtained from other institutions, suggesting 
that there are only a handful of students in the system each year that would be missed using the 
current CAAP guidelines for targeting associate and bachelor degree-seeking students for testing.   

 
Institutions are encouraged to continue monitoring non-degree seeking students with 

considerable credit to ensure they are receiving the appropriate level of advising to move them 
toward degree-seeking status if that is their intent.     
 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/03-11AAC_6.R_RegistrSpecStud.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/03-11AAC_6.R_RegistrSpecStud.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/09-10AAC_6.J_spec-stud-limitations.pdf

