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SUBJECT:  Textbook Information with Course Schedules 
 

In February, AAC discussed the changes that were incorporated within the recently 
enacted reauthorization of the HEOA.  Of particular interest is the expectation that by July 2010 
each institution must provide as part of its online schedule information about textbooks.  This 
specific requirement was spelled out on pp 34-35 of the “Dear Colleague" letter referenced in 
February. (http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/attachments/GEN0812FP0810AttachHEOADCL.pdf)  
This section is included on the following pages. 
 

Staff recommends that a small working group be established to work on this.  The group 
will be expected to develop a recommended strategy for AAC review/approval to meet this 
requirement.  In addition, each institution should identify an individual who will be able to 
provide information to this group about institutional procedures used to recommend and acquire 
text books and other supplemental materials.    
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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion and Recommendation
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http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/attachments/GEN0812FP0810AttachHEOADCL.pdf


Textbook Information 
HEOA section 112; HEA section 133 
Effective date: July 1, 2010 
 
The HEOA supports the academic freedom of faculty to select high quality course materials for 
their students while imposing several new provisions to ensure that students have timely access 
to affordable course materials at postsecondary institutions receiving Federal financial 
assistance. These provisions support that effort and include the following: 
 
• When textbook publishers provide information on a college textbook or supplemental material 
to faculty in charge of selecting course materials at postsecondary institutions, that information 
must be in writing (including electronic communication) and must include 

� the price of the textbook; 
� the copyright dates of the three previous editions (if any); 
� a description of substantial content revisions; 
� whether the textbook is available in other formats and if so, the price to the institution 
and to the general public; 
� the separate prices of textbooks unbundled from supplemental material; and 
� to the maximum extent possible, the same information for custom textbooks. 

 
• To the maximum extent practicable, an institution must include on its Internet course schedule 
for required and recommended textbooks and supplemental material 

� the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) and retail price; 
� if the ISBN is not available, the author, title, publisher, and copyright date; or 
� if such disclosure is not practicable, the designation “To Be Determined.” 

 
If applicable, the institution must include on its written course schedule a reference to the 
textbook information available on its Internet schedule and the Internet address for that 
schedule. 

 
• A postsecondary institution must provide the following information to its college bookstores 
upon request by such college bookstore: 

� the institution’s course schedule for the subsequent academic period; and 
� for each course or class offered, the information it must include on its Internet course 
schedule for required and recommended textbooks and supplemental material, the 
number of students enrolled, and the maximum student enrollment. 

 
• Institutions disclosing the information they must include on their Internet course schedules for 
required and recommended textbooks and supplemental material are encouraged to provide 
information on 

� renting textbooks; 
� purchasing used textbooks; 
� textbook buy-back programs; and 
� alternative content delivery programs. 
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The HEOA also requires the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to study the 
implementation of this section and report to Congress (See Non-institutional Studies, Reports, 
and Summits, U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) Studies and Reports, Textbook 
Information) 
 
The Secretary is prohibited from regulating on this section of the HEA, but will monitor 
institutions and review student complaints relating to these provisions. 
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