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SUBJECT:  Awarding of Degrees for Students Not Enrolled  
 
 SDSMT raised an issue of a possible time limit on the awarding of a degree after a 
student leaves the university system.  (see below)  The concern is how far back a former student 
should be allowed to make such requests.   
 

We have a former student who left 7 years ago without completing the B.S. program in 
which he was enrolled.  He has now discovered that he has completed the requirements 
for the AA in General Studies and has asked that we grant him that degree this May.  He 
is not currently enrolled and has not been for 7 years. 
 
This particular student has completed the requirements, e.g. gen ed, as it was stated in 
the catalog from that time, but not necessarily current requirements.  It’s that old 
question of which catalog governs when requirements change over time.   
 
Should AAC consider a BOR policy that puts a time limitation on the awarding of a 

degree or requires that the student be currently enrolled when the graduation list goes to the 
BOR?  Do the universities have their own institutional policies? 

 
NSU and SDSU have had several situations like this and have allowed them to finish 

with the GS AA degree.  Both BHSU and DSU have had these requests and have allowed them 
to finish provided the student has completed the current requirements.  USD also agreed that the 
student should be granted the degree, assuming the student has completed the requirements.   

 
 Staff recommends that policies could be revised to require every candidate for a degree to 
be enrolled as a student at the time they submit a petition to graduate.  In essence, this would 
align with policies that reset the catalog of graduation for students with a break in enrollment. 
(See Sections 3 D. and E, Board policy 2:17 - Awarding of Degrees, Graduation Dates, and 
Catalog of Graduation)  If enacted, this would clearly establish a catalog of graduation for those 
students who stopped out and then request that a degree be awarded based on an out-dated 
program.  
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 
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 SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 
 Policy Manual 
 
SUBJECT: Awarding of Degrees, Graduation Dates, and Catalog of Graduation 
 
NUMBER: 2:17 
 
 
1. Awarding of Degrees 
 

The Board approves the awarding of academic degrees after receiving the university 
president's recommendation on behalf of the university. 

 
A. In recommending that the Board approve the award of a degree to an individual, 

the President certifies that the student has satisfied, or is expected to satisfy, the 
applicable degree requirements in Board Policy or in curricular requests approved 
by the Board. 

 
  1) Board approval is contingent upon the student's completion of all of 

the degree requirements.  A degree may be awarded only after the student 
has completed the degree requirements. 

 
  2) Approval of institutional recommendations by the Board shall not be 

construed to waive any degree requirement for an individual student. 
 

B. Recommendations for awarding degrees shall be submitted to the Board through its 
Executive Director and shall appear on the agenda of a regularly scheduled Board 
meeting. 

 
  1) Universities are authorized to hold commencement exercises prior to 

Board approval of institutional recommendations. 
 
  2) The recommendations shall be submitted in a uniform format 

determined by the Board. 
 
  3) Recommendations shall be submitted to the Board through its 

Executive Director according to the following schedule: 
 
   a) Recommendations for May commencement exercises or 

graduation shall be provided to the Board at its regularly scheduled 
May meeting. 
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 b) Recommendations for August commencement exercises or 
graduation shall be provided to the Board at its regularly scheduled 
August meeting. 

 
   c) Recommendations for December commencement exercises 

or graduation shall be provided to the Board at its regularly 
scheduled December meeting. 

 
   d) A list of the students who completed all requirements shall be 

provided to the Board Office at the beginning of the third week of 
September for students on the previous winter, spring and summer 
graduation lists.    

 
  4) The Board may authorize the Executive Director to approve 

additions, deletions, and corrections to lists of recommendations approved 
by the Board.  Such additions, deletions, and corrections shall be reported to 
the Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

 
 
2. Graduation Dates 

 
A. The official date of graduation for the term is the last date of the term.  For the Fall 

and Spring terms, this date is the last date of final examinations.  For the Summer 
term, it is the last date of the full summer term.  This date of graduation will be 
recorded both on the academic transcript and on the diploma. 

 
B. Commencement ceremonies may be held prior to the official graduation date or after 

the official graduation date. 
 

C. A student’s official date of graduation shall be the official date of graduation for the 
term in which the student successfully completes all requirements. 

 
D. The final graduation verification date for each term will be two days prior to the 

Clearinghouse certification date. 
 

1) The Vice President for Academic Affairs may make an exception to 
the final graduation verification date for student teachers who complete their 
student teaching experience on a date after the verification deadline. 

 
2) The Medical School is exempted from the final graduation verification 
date. 

 
3) Other than the exceptions noted above for student teachers and the 
Medical School, a student’s date of graduation will not be backdated.  If the 
student does not meet graduation requirements prior to the verification 
deadline, the student must apply for graduation in a future term.  
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3. Catalog of Graduation for Undergraduate Students 
 

A. The catalog of graduation begins with the summer term and ends with the 
subsequent spring term. 

 
B. Every student is required to have a catalog of graduation.  New and transfer students 

are assigned the catalog in effect at the time of their initial enrollment at the 
university from which they are seeking a degree.  Students may elect a catalog of 
graduation that is later than their initial catalog but may not elect a catalog of 
graduation that is earlier than their initial catalog. 

 
C. In order to receive a degree, a student must meet the program requirements listed in 

his/her catalog of graduation. 
 

D. Students who discontinue enrollment at any Regental university for more than two 
consecutive semesters are assigned the catalog in effect at the time of their re-
enrollment as their catalog of graduation. 

 
E. Students are considered to be in continuous enrollment for purposes of the catalog of 

graduation so long as any break in enrollment at any Regental university is for two 
or fewer consecutive semesters (excluding summer) and students maintain their 
degree seeking status at the same Regental university. 

 
F. Students who change their degree seeking status from one Regental university to 

another Regental university are assigned the catalog of graduation that corresponds 
to the term they are admitted to their new degree granting university. 

 
 
 
 
 
SOURCE:   BOR November 1990; BOR September 1992; BOR June 1997; BOR August 
2003; BOR, August 2004. 
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