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DATE: May 20, 2009 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  IB Credit Recommendation 
 

A request has come forward asking that we accept credit for two courses taken through 
the International Baccalaureate program, including History of the Americas and Psychology.  In 
the past, faculty on each campus have been asked to review the curriculum and make a 
recommendation to AAC, and assessment representatives on each campus were asked to have the 
appropriate faculty groups review materials and provide a recommendation related to the 
appropriate course equivalency by May 11th.  Based on the recommendations received, it appears 
that History of the Americas does not align with any existing course within the Regental system.  
However, Psychology course and examination materials appear to meet the course requirements 
for PSYC 101.  Based on this recommendation the updated IB Credit Policy has been forwarded 
for AAC approval (see Attachment I).      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Recommendation. 
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Attachment I 
 

South Dakota Board of Regents 
International Baccalaureate Program Policy 

 

Examination  
Standard 

Level  Course Equivalency Credit 
Higher 
Level 

Course 
Equivalency  Credit 

General 
Chemistry  NA  NA      

Chemistry  6 to 7  CHEM 112/112L  4  6 to 7  
CHEM 112/112L & 

CHEM 114/114L  8  
       

Computer 
Science  5 to 7  CSC 150  3  5 to 7  CSC 150 & 250  6  

       
English A     5 to 7  ENGL 101, 201, 

and 210  9  

       
History  5 to 7  HIST 122  3     

       

Mathematical 
Studies  5 to 7  

Core, No credit; + 
Topic 7, MATH 104,   
+ Topic 8, STAT 281 

No credit, 
4 3  

   

Mathematical 
Methods  5 to 7  

Core, MATH 115; + 
Topic 7, STAT 281,    
+ Topic 8, MATH 

123  

5 8 9     

Mathematics  NA  

  

5 to 7  

Core, MATH 123 & 
215;      + Topic 9, 
STAT 281, + Topic 
10, MATH 253   + 
Topic 12,  MATH 

125  6 9 9 10  
       

Psychology 5 to 7 PSYC 101 3    
       

French  6  FREN 101  4  4  FREN 101  4  
    5  FREN 101 & 102  8  
    6 or 7  FREN 101, 102. 

201  12 to 13  

German  6  GER 101  4  4  GER 101  4  
    5  GER 101 & 102  12 to 13  
    6 or 7  GER 101, 102, & 

201  
 

Spanish  6  SPAN 101  4  4  SPAN 101  4  
    5  SPAN 101 & 102  8  
    6 or 7  SPAN 101, 102, & 

201  12 to 13  

       
Physics  5 to 7  PHYS 111 & 113  4  5 to 7  PHYS 211 & 213  4  

     if Lab included   
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BHSU 
 

Psychology:  The Psychology Department Chair has replied that after reviewing these 
materials, he would not accept the psychology courses as equivalent to the BHSU 
courses. 

 
DSU 
 

Psychology: I recommend against accepting this course for credit.  It is clearly rigorous 
enough, but its focus on the entire western hemisphere from Canada to the Caribbean to 
Brazil is far too broad to allow for credit in the US sequence (HIST 151, 152) or Latin 
American survey (HIST 405, 406) and far too narrow to justify credit in World Civ. 
(HIST 111, 112). 
 
History: Based on Paul’s response, I recommend against accepting this course for credit.  
It is clearly rigorous enough, but its focus on the entire western hemisphere from Canada 
to the Caribbean to Brazil is far too broad to allow for credit in the US sequence (HIST 
151, 152) or Latin American survey (HIST 405, 406) and far too narrow to justify credit 
in World Civ. (HIST 111, 112). 

 
SDSU 
 

Psychology: In reviewing the course materials, I found adequate coverage of the 
perspectives and research methodology, good coverage of experimental study, and 
probably inadequate coverage of the options or areas of study (because students are 
required to study only one or two areas in depth). I am impressed with the student 
learning outcomes, content, and suggestions for detailed study for all four curricular areas 
of the psychology curriculum; however, I am unclear about the breadth/depth of 
assessment related to these areas. In looking at the “teaching hours,” I would view 
completion of the Standard Level to be equivalent to PSYC 101 (3 credits), and 
completion of the Higher Level to be equivalent to PSYC 102 (4 credits) at SDSU. 
 
History:  I've gone over the attachment, but I am not sure what we have that is equivalent.  
I would not be comfortable describing this as being the equivalent of any U.S. course (we 
don't talk much about Peron...), but I can't think of anything else that it would count as 
other than 100 level credit (in other words, not much value other than some vague 
number of elective credits).  I would not feel comfortable, for example, trying to put this 
into a student's program status review. 

 
USD 
 

Psychology:  I reviewed the course materials and tried to follow the link, but it did not 
take me to a place in which I could respond about the course.  So I am sending this reply.  
I find the course to correspond fairly closely to our PSYC 101 in that it surveys many 
areas of psychology.  The organization and evaluation is quite different, reflecting a 
European style, and a few differences exist in coverage (we are broader with our survey-
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with more on developmental, social, and motivation-and they have more emphasis on 
inter-species comparative psychology and cross-cultural psychology).  Altogether, it 
seems appropriate to me to have it come in as PSYC 101.  In terms of workload, one 
course credit may well be too little.  It was a bit hard to tell from the written materials, 
but it appeared to be more time involved than would be true of just one 3 credit class.  If 
that is, indeed, the case, then it might correspond to the 2-semester intro series that SDSU 
has.  But they would need to weigh in on that from the SDSU perspective.  I hope this 
helps. Please let me know if I need to do anything else.  
 
History: History said that it did not meet it here either. 
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