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SUBJECT:  Mobile Computing Professional Development Funds 
 
 During their April 2009 meeting, the Board of Regents approved a $6 increase to the 
campus technology fee to assist campuses in their ongoing efforts for establishing a mobile 
computing environment.  A portion of this fee ($4 per credit hour) was intended to be used by 
each institution to build/upgrade the wireless infrastructure necessary for supporting this 
environment.  Using the existing infrastructure plans, campuses have been given the approval to 
begin their efforts for expanding the infrastructure using the anticipated funds that will be 
generated based on the $4 per credit hour fee.  The remaining $2 per credit hour charge to 
students is to be used by campuses to provide the necessary professional development for faculty 
to ensure that academic programs are prepared to teach in this new environment once the 
infrastructure is in place.  The funds generated from this portion of the fee increase will be held 
in the Board office until faculty professional development plans are approved.  As a result, 
members of AAC are asked to update the faculty development portions of their institutions 
mobile computing plans to align with the funding sources that will be available (see Table 1 
below to reflect anticipated fund availability based on 2007-08 credit hour counts). 
 

Table 1 
Approximate Professional Development Funds Available Through the $2 Credit Hour Fee 

Institution Credit Hours Professional Development Funds 
BHSU 63,968 $127,936 
DSU 35,339 $70,678 
NSU 46,589 $93,178 
SDSM&T 47,995 $95,990 
SDSU 263,066 $526,132 
USD 162,631 $325,262 
Med. School 7,600 $15,200 

 627,188 $1,254,376 
   

 
(Continued) 

 
 

****************************************************************************** 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 
 Discussion and Recommendation.   



 Although each campus has chosen to move forward with the development of a mobile 
computing environment using a variety of approaches, the professional development plans 
should include the following information consistent with the campus’s mobile computing 
proposals: 
 

• Number of faculty and disciplines involved in the first year expansion; 
• Courses that will be targeted (distinguishing between general education and discipline 

specific courses); 
• Type of curriculum that will be provided for faculty development activities; 
• Future assessment techniques to determine faculty integration into the curriculum; and 
• A complete cost breakdown for the faculty development activities. 

 
Institutions can use the available professional development funds to cover the costs of 

new instructional design staff and resources, curriculum development and delivery, and faculty 
travel related to mobile computing activities.  Funds can’t be used to cover the cost of faculty 
stipends or the purchase of faculty computers.  Professional development plans for 2009-10 
professional development activities are due no later than June 12, and each campus will be 
allowed to draw from these funds once the institutional plan has been approved by the Executive 
Director.   
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