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SUBJECT: Student Engagement Report: 2009  
 

Each year the Indiana University Center for Postsecondary Research and Planning 
(IUCPRP) collects information using the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) from 
undergraduates at four-year colleges and universities across the country.  The data from this 
survey are used to assess a variety of educational practices that have been shown to influence 
student engagement at their respective institution.  Specifically, the NSSE instrument is 
grounded in a theoretical framework that asserts students who are engaged inside/outside the 
classroom gain more from the college experience than those who are not involved. The 
instrument measures first-year students’ and seniors’ engagement on five benchmarks (academic 
challenge, active/collaborative learning, student/faculty interaction, enriching educational 
experiences, and supportive classroom environment) and students at the six Regental Institutions 
have been assessed using the NSSE five times over the past seven years. 

 
The most recent version of the Student Engagement Report deviates from previous NSSE 

reports as it seeks to report data beyond institutional comparisons by further exploring the 
engagement trends that exist within the Regental system.  Recent analysis demonstrates that 
students are becoming increasingly mobile as they take courses from multiple institutions prior 
to graduation.  Data indicate that more than 70% of all seniors within the system have completed 
coursework outside their current home institution.  The engagement report provides a review of 
benchmark categories while also noting important policy-based decisions that contribute to 
student engagement within their postsecondary experience at four-year public institutions in 
South Dakota (see Attachment I).  The report is provided in its current draft state for review and 
comment by AAC representatives.  Although discussion has occurred at the highest levels 
regarding the new structure for the report, the Executive Director has not yet had an opportunity 
to review the policy issues that are currently explored.  As a result, copies will be circulated to 
campus personnel via email after the AAC mailout deadline.  Once the report is finalized, an 
updated executive summary will be added.   
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