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SUBJECT:  Discipline Council Composition and Membership 
 

Discipline Council composition has been a topic of discussion within the system this past 
year.  Last fall as the Discipline Councils were established for this year, it was noted that certain 
of the Councils, primarily those that include representatives from a range of disciplines, often 
times were not terribly effective.  Participants commonly said that it was impossible to have 
focused discussions because participants came from four or five different disciplines and these 
disciplines often times had markedly different concerns about issues brought before the Council.  
A suggestion was made that the system should consider establishing an Arts and Sciences 
Council and allowing this group to establish discipline-specific, ad hoc Councils as needed.  As 
an outcome of our discussion, some reorganizations were suggested by members of AAC 
including the creation of an Arts and Sciences Discipline Council coupled with the move of a 
few from standing multi-disciplinary Discipline Councils to ad-hoc discipline based councils.  I 
drafted a document that outlined this recommendation, circulated it to all of you for review, and 
then this went to COPS in October.  With their blessing, Dr. Perry invited all of the deans of arts 
and sciences to Pierre for a meeting.  Again, you and your deans were aware of this as well as the 
history of this request.   
 

AAC discussed this topic briefly in April and members were asked to discuss this on 
campus before the semester ended.  It was stated that in June we forward to the Board the annual 
summary of activities of the Discipline Councils.  It was noted that if changes are to be 
recommended in the structure of the Councils, these recommendations should also go to the 
Board at this time.   
 

Members were asked to forward a brief summary of their campus discussions as well as 
any thoughts/comments for consideration.  The only comment offered is attached. 
 

The Council will be asked to consider this and, if changes are recommended, to formally 
develop a statement that will be passed along to COPS and then to the Board.  
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion and Possible Recommendation. 
  



From: Wittmayer, Cecelia  
Sent: Saturday, April 26, 2008 8:54 AM 
To: Gingerich, Sam; Myers, Dean; Pearce, Kristi; Arnold, Clyde; Whitehead, Karen L.(SDSM&T-VP); 
Peterson, Carol; Helling, Mary; Moen, Matthew; Rognstad, Lynn 
Cc: Turman, Paul; Gabriel, Jodi 
Subject: RE:  
 
While I’d agree that it would be preferable to eliminate non-meeting / non-functioning discipline councils, 
discretion is sometimes the better part of valor (I forget who said that – but I’ll bet an A&S dean could tell 
us! ☺).  Anyway, I’d recommend that we not fight this battle on too many fronts at the same time.   
 
So, for Fall ’08, I’d recommend that we officially recognize the A&S dean’s group as a discipline council 
but that we not formally disband the social science group.   
Cecelia 
 


