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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.D   
 

DATE:  May 28, 2008 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Placement Guidelines  
 
 During the March 2008 meeting the Board of Regents approved changes to the Board 
Policy 2:5 and 2:7 related to transfer of credits.  Specifically, these changes removed the 
distinction associated with students transferring from within and outside the Regental system.  
Revisions have been made to the System Placement Guidelines to address the changes made to 
these two Board policies.  Additionally, a number of minor clean-up changes have been 
identified by representatives on the System Assessment Committee which are noted throughout 
the document, as well as updates to Appendix A regarding campus specific practices. 
 
 One section that requires discussion by AAC is section 4.A.8 Distance Education 
Students.  The guidelines currently establish different placement criteria for In-State and Out-of-
State distance education students, indicating that AAC would decide in Spring 2002 whether an 
exemption should continue for Out-of-State students.  No record can be found of this discussion, 
and AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss preferences for handling distance 
education students enrolled in the system.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Recommendation. 
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South Dakota Board of Regents 
English and Mathematics Placement Process For Undergraduate Students into Initial 

English and Mathematics Courses Administration Guidelines 
Approved BOR March 2005, effective Fall 2005 

 
 
I. Policy Overview 

The Board of Regents has developed a standardized placement process to ensure that entering students are 
placed into math and English courses most appropriate for their ability and background.  The requirements 
for placement are set forth in BOR Policy 2:7 Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and BOR 
Policy 2:26 Associate Degree General Education Requirements. Both policies contain the same statement 
included below. 
 
A. Academic Preparation.   

1. Effective Spring 2000, entering students must show evidence of their level of 
academic preparation prior to enrollment into their initial mathematics and English 
courses.  All entering students seeking a baccalaureate degree must provide valid 
Enhanced ACT scores (within the last five years) or must take the ACT COMPASS 
examination in the areas of writing skills, mathematics, and reading.  All non-degree 
seeking students enrolling in English and mathematics courses must provide 
Enhanced ACT scores or must take the ACT COMPASS examination in the areas of 
writing skills and mathematics. 
 

2. Students enrolled prior to Spring 2000 who have already been placed into their initial 
mathematics and English coursework, and transfer students who have completed 
equivalent general education coursework in English and mathematics are exempt from 
this requirement.  

 
3. Transfer students Students transferring within the Regental system will be allowed to 

transfer their placement test scores and continue their sequence of courses in English 
and/or mathematics. 

 
B.  Testing Accommodations. 

Each institution shall give students prior notice that it will provide reasonable 
accommodations for test takers in keeping with institutional practices implementing the 
South Dakota Human Relations Act of 1972, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (refer to Board Policy 1:19). 

 
II. Placement Goals 

A placement system enables students to enroll in courses that suit their ability level and background.  Students 
with deficits will receive the remediation they need to progress through the required general education 
mathematics and English courses with minimal risk of failure.  Other students will be tracked into higher-level 
courses challenging their abilities without overwhelming or boring them.  The fit between student ability and 
course level should increase retention, as students have a greater likelihood of succeeding in courses tailored to 
their capacity. The placement system also provides valid and reliable assessment data on incoming freshmen 
for later comparisons with proficiency examination (CAAP) scores in mathematics and writing (English). 

 
III. Testing Instruments: Enhanced ACT Assessment and ACT COMPASS 
 

A. ACT Assessment. 
The Enhanced ACT Assessment was selected as the primary instrument for the placement process.  
By using students’ Enhanced ACT Assessment scores, the placement process for entering students 
is streamlined through the elimination of the need for additional testing. 
 

B. ACT COMPASS. 
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1. The ACT COMPASS testing software was selected as the secondary assessment instrument.  
Only those students who fall into one of the following categories are required to sit for the 
COMPASS placement test: 

a. Student does not have Enhanced ACT Assessment scores in English and/or Math 
b. Student’s Enhanced ACT Assessment scores are more than 5 years old 
c. Student challenges their course placement 
d. Student wishes to enroll in a mathematics course above the level of college algebra   

 
2. The COMPASS testing system is a computer-based adaptive assessment program that uses 

modules that are self-paced allowing students to work at their own speed and comfort level. 
The tests are adaptive in that the questions are adjusted to the ability level associated with the 
responses to the previous questions.  COMPASS provides immediate scoring, identifies student 
deficits and can be equated with ACT scores.  A tutorial program is used prior to testing to 
acquaint students with the navigation and response patterns.  The COMPASS test does not 
have a time limit and the scores do not affect admission.  Most students take about 20 – 40 
minutes per section.   The Regental universities operate the COMPASS testing system under a 
site license agreement with ACT. 

 
IV. Placement Process 

The placement process is to be consistent across the South Dakota Unified System of Public Higher Education 
and pertain to both degree seeking and non-degree seeking students. 

 
A. Initial Placement  

1. First-Time Students with Valid ACT Scores  
a. For all students with valid Enhanced ACT Assessment scores, the Enhanced ACT 

English and ACT Math scores will be used to determine placement into initial 
English and mathematics courses. 

b. Placement is determined by the ACT and Compass Placement Score matrix 
(Appendix A). 

c. Valid Enhanced ACT Assessment scores are those scores that were earned by the 
student within five (5) years of the date of initial enrollment within the Regental 
system.  

d. If a student has multiple ACT scores, the highest ACT Math and ACT English scores 
are used for placement purposes. 

 
2. First-Time Students without Valid ACT Scores 

a. Students without valid Enhanced ACT Assessment scores must sit for the COMPASS 
Writing, Mathematics and Reading placement exams.  

b. Placement is determined by the ACT and COMPASS Placement Score matrix 
(Appendix A). 

c. Valid Enhanced ACT Assessment scores are those scores that were earned by the 
student within five (5) years of the date of initial enrollment within the Regental 
system. 

 
3. International Students 

a. International, non-native English speakers and immigrant, non-native English 
speaking students are not exempt from Board policies 2:7 and 2:26.  

b. Each institution may develop a process for determining whether international 
students should be required to enroll in ESL courses prior to enrollment in ENGL 
031, 032, 033 or 101. 

c. Upon completion of required ESL coursework, international students will be tested 
using the COMPASS writing placement exam to determine whether they are 
sufficiently prepared to enroll in ENGL 101 or require additional remediation.  An 
example of an institutional process is provided in Appendix B. 

 
4. Transfer Students from Other Regental Universities 
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a. Transfer students transferring from one South Dakota Board of Regents university 
to another, who have not completed the necessary general education coursework in 
English and/or mathematics from an accredited institution are subject to the 
placement requirements outlined in section IV.A.1.  Transfer students who have 
valid placement scores may transfer those scores from the first university. may 
transfer their placement scores earned at the first university. 

b. Students seeking to transfer English or mathematics courses from a South Dakota 
Technical Institute may do so under the current Technical Institute General 
Education Agreement.  English or mathematics courses that are not covered in this 
agreement may not be used to establish initial placement within the Regental 
system.  

c. If an English or mathematics course equivalent to ENGL 101 has have been 
successfully completed (a grade of "C" or higher)  at a Regental university, the 
student may follow the appropriate English or mathematics course sequence at the 
second university without additional placement testing. 

d. If a mathematics course equivalent to MATH 101 has been successfully completed 
(a grade of "C" or higher), the student may follow the appropriate mathematics 
course sequence at the second university without additional placement testing.  

 
5. Transfer Students from South Dakota Technical Institutions 

a. The South Dakota Board of Regents and South Dakota Board of Education 
agreement on articulation of general education courses includes the use of the 
public university placement procedures for English and mathematics.  Technical 
institute students must meet the public university placement cut scores before being 
allowed to enroll in English and math courses that have been approved for 
articulation, if they intend to transfer those courses.   

b. A South Dakota technical student transferring to a Regental university who has 
successfully completed English and/or mathematics coursework that has been 
formally approved for articulation or transfer, may follow the appropriate English 
or mathematics course sequence at the Regental university without additional 
placement testing. 

c. South Dakota technical institute students transferring to a South Dakota Board of 
Regents university, who have not completed the necessary general education 
coursework in English and/or mathematics, may transfer their placement scores 
earned at the technical institute. Technical institute students are responsible for 
ensuring that their placement scores are sent from the technical institute to the 
Regental university.  Students who have completed English and/or mathematics 
coursework that hasve not been approved for articulation or transfer may retest on 
COMPASS upon transferring to a Regental university. 

 
6. Transfer Students from Non-Regental Institutions  

Transfer students who have not completed the equivalent of ENGL 101 and/or MATH 102 
are subject to the placement requirements outlined above for first-time students based on 
the availability of valid ACT scores. 

 
7. High School Students Enrolling in Dual Credit Courses  

High school students enrolling in dual credit English and/or mathematics courses are 
subject to the placement requirements outlined above for first-time students based on the 
availability of valid ACT scores. 
 

8. Distance Education Students  
a. In-State 

i. In-state distance education students who have not completed the equivalent 
of ENGL 101 and/or MATH 102 are subject to the placement requirements 
outlined above for first-time students based on the availability of valid 
ACT scores. 
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ii. Those students without valid ACT scores may take the appropriate 
COMPASS placement exam at any one of the six Regental universities or 
county extension offices at an approved testing site using the Internet 
COMPASS.  Their scores will be sent to the institution offering the 
distance education course.  

b. Out-of-State  
Students without valid ACT scores residing in another state who wish to enroll 
in general English or mathematics courses through distance education are 
exempted from COMPASS testing.  The Academic Affairs Council will decide 
in Spring 2002 whether this exemption should continue.  

 
9. Non-Regental Students 

The availability of the COMPASS placement exam for students enrolling in courses at 
non-Regental institutions is determined by each Regental university.  The Regental 
university may charge such students a fee to cover the costs associated with the 
administration of the placement exam. 

 
10. Students with SAT I Scores  

a. For all students with valid SAT I scores, the SAT Verbal and SAT Mathematical 
exam scores will be equated to Enhanced ACT English and ACT Math scores based 
on concordance information provided by ACT, Inc.   

b. Placement is determined by the ACT and Compass Placement Score matrix 
(Appendix A). 

c. Valid SAT I scores are those scores that were earned by the student within five (5) 
years of the date of initial enrollment within the Regental system  

 
11. Regental Student Placement in Pre General Education English Courses  

Regental students seeking degrees from a Regental institution other than the Regental 
university offering the pre general education English course in which the Regental student 
enrolls, will be placed in ENGL 031, ENGL 032, or ENGL 033 according to the 
guidelines of the Regental university offering the course.  An exception will be made for 
the pre general education English courses offered at University Center USDSU.  At the 
University Center USDSU, all students being placed in a pre general education English 
course will be placed in ENGL 033. 

 
B. Exceptions 

1. Placement into a Lower Course 
Students who wish to enroll in courses that are lower than indicated by their placement 
scores must request an exception from the Vice President for Academic Affairs or 
designee by submitting a completed exception form. 

 
2. Placement into a Higher Course  

a. Students who wish to enroll in courses that are higher than indicated by their 
placement scores may challenge their placement by sitting for the COMPASS 
examination.   

b. A student who is still unable to earn the necessary prerequisite for enrollment in the 
higher course may request an exception by submitting a completed exception form to 
the Vice President for Academic Affairs or designee. 

c. Students seeking an exception must provide evidence, to the satisfaction of the 
VPAA or designee of the university offering the course, that they have the necessary 
level of preparation to have a reasonable chance of successfully completing the 
higher level course. Evidence the VPAA or designee may take into consideration 
when deciding whether to grant an exception includes high school coursework, level 
of motivation, etc. 

d. Exceptions must be approved prior to the official add/drop date for the term in which 
the student is enrolled. 
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e. Students challenging their placement must pay $15.65 a testing fee as determined by 
SDBOR to cover the cost of COMPASS testing. 

 
C. Inappropriate Enrollment 

1. Unless granted an exception, students are required to enroll in the initial English and 
mathematics coursework indicated by the placement process.   

2. Regental universities will use the prerequisite course checking function of the Colleague 
software to insure students are enrolled appropriately.    

3. Students who disregard placement directives and are found to be enrolled in the incorrect 
course will be administratively withdrawn from that course and enrolled in the correct one. 

 
V. Completion of Pre-General Education Courses in English and Mathematics 

Effective Fall 2003, students are required to complete pre general education courses in a timely manner 
(Board Policy 2:7). Pre-general education courses include ENGL 031, ENGL 032, ENGL 033, MATH 021 
and MATH 101.   

 
A. Completion of Pre-General Education Courses 

1. Students placed in pre-general education courses must enroll in and successfully complete the 
courses within the first 30 credit hours. 

2. If a student does not successfully complete the pre-general education course(s) within the first 
30 credit hours attempted, a registration hold is placed on the student’s record.  In any 
subsequent registration during the next 12 credit hours attempted, the student must enroll in 
and successfully complete the pre-general education course(s).  

3. If the pre-general education course(s) is not successfully completed within the first 42 credit 
hours attempted, the only course(s) in which a student may enroll is the pre-general education 
course(s); and the student’s status is changed from degree seeking to non-degree seeking. 

4. Students transferring from non-Regental institutions must enroll in pre-general education 
courses during the first 30 attempted Regental credit hours. These students may enroll in other 
courses concurrently with the pre-general education courses. If the student does not complete 
the pre-general education courses during the first 30 Regental credit hours attempted, during 
the next 12 credit hours attempted, the student must enroll in and complete the pre-general 
education course(s). If the student does not successfully complete the pre-general education 
course(s) within 42 attempted Regental credit hours, the only course(s) in which a student 
may enroll is the pre-general education course(s); and the student’s status is changed from 
degree seeking to non-degree seeking. The Vice President for Academic Affairs may grant an 
exception. 

5. Transfer students entering with 42 or more credit hours, who are still in need of pre-general 
education coursework, are required to enroll in the necessary pre-general education 
coursework during their first enrolled term in the Regental system.  These students may enroll 
in other courses concurrently with the pre general education courses.  If the student does not 
complete the pre general education courses during the first semester of attendance, the only 
course(s) in which a student may enroll is the pre general education course(s); and the 
student’s status is changed from degree seeking to non degree seeking.  If the student is 
required to complete more than one pre general education course in math, the student must 
complete one course the first semester and must enroll in the second pre general education 
course in math during the second semester. The student may enroll in other courses the 
second semester concurrently with the second pre general education course in math. If the 
student does not complete the second pre general education course in math during the second 
semester of attendance, the only course(s) in which a student may enroll is the pre general 
education course(s); and the student’s status is changed from degree seeking to non degree 
seeking.  The Vice President for Academic Affairs may grant an exception. 

6. Students who are placed into MATH 021 are expected to successfully complete both MATH 
021 and MATH 101 before enrolling in MATH 102.  However, a student who performs 
exceptionally well in MATH 021 may petition the VPAA to bypass MATH 101 and enroll in 
MATH 102 as their next mathematics course.  These students must sit for the COMPASS 
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Math placement exam and earn scores that meet or exceed the placement score necessary for 
enrolling in MATH 102. 

 
B. Credit Hours and Grades 

1. Credit hours for the pre-general education courses are included in the total number of credit 
hours attempted. 

2. The grades assigned for courses numbered less than 100 will be RI, RS and RU.   
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Appendix A 
ACT and COMPASS Placement Scores 

Effective Fall 2008 
 

 PRE GENERAL EDUCATION PLACEMENT 
 
University Course(s) Enhanced ACT Scores COMPASS Scores 

 
ENGLISH 

BHSU ENGL 033   Basic Writing: 3 credits* ACT English: 1 to 17 Writing: 1 to 70 
 ENGL 031   Basic Writing: 1 credit* ACT English: 16 to 17 Writing: 49 to 70 
 ENGL 101 English Composition: 3 

Credits ACT English 18 – 36 Writing 71 - 100 

 
DSU & NSU ENGL 033   Basic Writing: 3 credits* ACT English: 1 to 17 Writing: 1 to 70 

 
SDSMT ENGL 033   Basic Writing: 3 credits* ACT English: 1 to 12 Writing: 1 to 29 

 ENGL 032   Basic Writing: 2 credits* ACT English: 13 or 14 Writing: 30 to 47 
 ENGL 031   Basic Writing: 1 credit* ACT English: 15 to 17 Writing: 48 to 70 

 
SDSU ENGL 033   Basic Writing: 3 credits* ACT English: 1 to 13 Writing: 1 to 30 

 ENGL 032   Basic Writing: 2 credits* ACT English: 14 to 17 Writing: 31 to 70 
 

USD ENGL 032   Basic Writing: 2 credits* ACT English: 1 to 17 Writing: 1 to 70 
    

MATHEMATICS 
 

ALL  MATH 021  Basic Algebra ACT Math: 1 to 17 
Pre-Algebra: 0 to 100 

OR 
Algebra: 0 to 32 

ALL MATH 101  Intermediate Algebra ACT Math: 18 to 19 Algebra: 33 to 44  
*Depending on the university, enrollment in ENGL 031/032/033 may occur either concurrently or sequentially with 
ENGL 101. 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION PLACEMENT 

 
Course(s) Enhanced ACT Scores COMPASS Scores 

   
ENGLISH 

ENGL 101   Composition I ACT English: 18 to 36  Writing: 71 to 100 
   

MATHEMATICS 

MATH 102  College Algebra 
MATH 104  Finite Mathematics ACT Math: 20 to 24 

Algebra:  45 to 100 
OR 

College Algebra: 0 to 52 

MATH 115  Precalculus 
MATH 120  Trigonometry 
MATH 121 Survey of Calculus 

ACT Math >24 and 
necessary COMPASS scores 

College Algebra: 53 to 100 
OR 

Trigonometry: 0 to 39 

MATH 123  Calculus I* ACT Math >24 and 
necessary COMPASS scores Trigonometry: 40-100 

**SDSMT may require students enrolling in MATH 123 to enroll concurrently in MATH 120 based on the results 
of their Trigonometry COMPASS exam.  
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Rationale for English 031, 032, 033—Remedial English 
 
The Academic Affairs Council and the System Leadership Team concurred with the English Discipline Council’s 
recommended change in the guidelines for placement in pre general education courses in English.  The change 
allows universities to determine which of the pre general education courses it will use.  The change is based on 
university experience since 1998 and relates to the difference in student needs among the universities.   
 
The Board of Regents approved in March 2005 changes to the guidelines in placement for pre general education 
courses in English and to the placement administration guidelines effective Fall 2005. 
 
The following information includes each university’s plan for English 031-32-33, rationale, cut scores for 
placement, and exit policy. 
 
Black Hills State University (BHSU) 
Students at Black Hills State University who have English ACT sub-scores of 16 or 17 are placed into English 031, 
a one-credit tutorial class taken concurrently with English 101. Students with English ACT subscores of 15 and 
below are placed in English 033, a three-credit remedial course that is a pre-requisite for English 101.  We do not 
offer English 032, as we found the two-credit course did not meet our students' needs.  Students may challenge their 
English placement by either taking the COMPASS test, or by completing a writing sample that is assessed by the 
Director of Composition and one other English faculty member.  
 
Students at Black Hills State University who have English ACT subscores of 17 and below are placed into English 
033, a three-credit basic writing course that is a prerequisite for English 101. Students may challenge their English 
placement by either taking the COMPASS test in accordance with in the administration guidelines or by completing 
a writing sample that is assessed by the Director of Composition and one other English faculty member. 
 
Dakota State University (DSU) 
Dakota State University plans to offer only the 3-credit ENGL 033. Students must take and pass (grade of "RS" or 
better) in order to register for ENGL 101, Composition I. The justification for this change is that 1) many students 
who were placed into 031 and 032 failed to pass out of those classes and, in effect, wound up taking 033. Therefore 
we have found that placement based on ACT scores to be less than perfect. 2) Offering only ENGL 033 will provide 
our campus with a more stable FTE base. 3) It is impossible to "over remediate" students and, with our campus's 
emphasis on the writing portion of the CAAP exam, we believe that the more writing we can give our students, the 
better they will perform. 
 
Northern State University (NSU) 
Students at Northern State University who have English ACT sub-scores of 17 or lower are placed in Basic Writing 
(ENGL 033), a three-credit pre-requisite to Composition I (ENGL 101).  All students meet twice a week with a tutor 
and once a week in a large-group workshop, where they develop and apply the writing skills they will need to be 
successful in college.  The students write three papers over the course of the semester, and they must pass all three to 
earn a satisfactory grade in the class.  When their papers are graded, the students are evaluated in the following 
areas:  thesis, development, organization, transitions, introduction, conclusion, use of language, grammar, and use of 
outside sources (when applicable).  
 
This model appears to be quite successful in preparing students for college-level writing.  Of the students who 
completed Basic Writing in the fall of 2003 and Composition I in the spring of 2004, 86% achieved a grade of C or 
higher.  A further breakdown is shown below. 
 
10% = A 
45% = B  
31% = C 
  7% = D 
  7% = F 
 
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology (SDSM&T) 
Since Fall 2000 SDSM&T has taught English 031, 032, 033 as co-requisite courses with English 101. 
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Our rationale is simple. The rigidity of the SDSM&T curricula already puts many students behind a semester or two 
due to math/science remediation. 
 
Because we have so few students needing remedial English (10-20 students each semester), we are able to handle 
these students in co-requisite courses.  The remedial instructor works closely with the students on their individual 
weaknesses in a tutorial, one-on-one setting. 
 
We see no valid reason to delay their progress in the English curricula. See the policy statement below: 
 
Board of Regents Policy on English Placement at SDSM&T 
Effective Fall 2000, all new or transfer students with no prior English 101 credit must provide either a valid ACT 
score in English or take the reading/writing portion of the COMPASS exam. 
   
• Students receiving scores of 18 or above on the ACT exam and 71 or above on the COMPASS exam will enroll 

in English 101 only.    
• Students with ACT scores of 15 to 17 or COMPASS scores of 48 to 70 will enroll in English 101 and English 

031: Basic Writing (1 credit) concurrently.   
• Students with ACT scores of 13 to 14 or COMPASS scores of 30 to 47 will enroll in English 101 and English 

032: Basic Writing (2 credits) concurrently. 
• Students with ACT scores of 1 to 12 or COMPASS scores of 1 to 29 will enroll in English 101 and English 033: 

Basic Writing (3 credits) concurrently.   
 
The English 031, 032, and 033 (Basic Writing) courses are designed to provide students with additional help in 
writing.  The concurrent registration provides a specific and meaningful context for lessons learned in the Basic 
Writing sections. 
 
Students enrolled in English 031, 032, or 033 will not receive a grade for English 101 unless, or until, the work for 
the Basic Writing course has been completed with a passing grade.  If the student fails English 031, 032, or 033, the 
English 101 grade will be withheld until the Basic Writing section has been retaken and completed with a passing 
grade.  If the student passes the Basic Writing section but fails English 101, only the English 101 course must be 
retaken and completed. 
 
 
South Dakota State University (SDSU)  
Currently, students attending SDSU who score 17 or below on the ACT or 70 or below on the COMPASS must 
enroll in a basic writing course.  We use the current cut scores to place students into 031, 032, or 033.  Students in 
all basic writing courses receive instruction in grammar, syntax, and style and in crafting a thesis, developing 
paragraphs, providing transitions between ideas and paragraphs, developing and organizing an argument, and in 
proper citation and documentation.  This is the core curriculum for all three classes, but students in 032 and 033--
because they meet for two and three hours per week respectively--receive more individualized instruction through 
workshops and tutorials than do students in 031.  The goal for all students is to write two persuasive essays, each of 
3-4 pages that prepare them for the kinds of essays they will write in 101.  Students submit three drafts of each essay 
and, thus, have the opportunity to revise in response to comments from their peers and instructor.  To pass 031, 032, 
or 033, students must achieve a C- average on their exercises and essays.  In short, they must successfully complete 
all work for the class and demonstrate their ability to write coherent, unified, and persuasive essays that display 
grammatical, syntactic, and stylistic competence.  
 
Because we find 031 to be the least effective of the three courses—50 minutes per week seems insufficient to 
address students' needs effectively--we favor offering two courses--032 and 033.  We are comfortable with the cut 
scores the Discipline Council set in our Spring 2004 meeting.  We also are comfortable considering the USD 
proposal of offering only one course--meeting either two or three hours per week. 
 
We are not comfortable, however, offering any basic writing course concurrently with 101.  We feel students are 
better served by taking two carefully sequenced courses in successive semesters. 
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University of South Dakota (USD) 
An Excerpt from Recommendations of The President’s Task Force for the Review of Writing Instruction at The 
University of South Dakota, May 2004: 
 
First-Semester Freshman Composition 
Two forms of first-semester freshman composition should be available: a 3-credit option and a 5-credit option.  
ENGL 101 (Composition I) would be available as a 3-credit course.  Students needing remedial work would register 
concurrently for a 2-credit Basic Writing class linked with a 3-credit Composition I class. The resulting 5-credit 
linked course would have integrated content and would meet daily;  a single instructor would be assigned to each 5-
credit course and would teach the same group of students each day.  The 2-credit remedial component of the linked 
5-credit class will be treated as remedial classes are currently treated.  That is, these credit hours will be charged at 
the self-support tuition rate and they will not count toward graduation. 
• The 3-credit ENGL 101 would be similar to the current 101 curriculum but would be revised to give greater 

attention to grammar and mechanics.  The 5-credit combined course would supplement the 101 curriculum with 
dedicated instruction in basic grammatical, rhetorical, and mechanical skills, along with vocabulary usage; and 
would focus on the deployment of those skills in paragraph composition. Essential elements of paragraph 
structure, including topic sentences and the use of evidence and other forms of support for argumentation, 
would be emphasized.  

• ENGL 101 would satisfy the first 3 credits required to meet Goal 1 of the System General Education 
Requirements (SGRs). 

• Course redesign would be undertaken in 2004/2005. 
 
Placement into the Initial Composition Course 
The current 1-, 2-, or 3-credit options for remedial coursework would be replaced with a single 2-credit option as 
described above. 
• Students scoring 17 or below on the English component of the ACT entrance exam would be required to enroll 

in the 5-credit option. 
• Students scoring 18 or above on the ACT would enroll in the 3-credit option. 
• Students without a valid ACT or those scoring below 18 who wish to challenge their placement will take the 

COMPASS test for placement purposes. 
 
Rationale 
A USD study of concurrent versus non-concurrent completion of English 101 and English 03X and subsequent 
performance on the CAAP Writing test showed the difference between the two groups approached significance. The 
study suggested that students who complete English 101 and English 03X concurrently perform better on the CAAP 
Writing test than students who complete these courses non-concurrently. This conclusion is further supported by the 
significant negative correlation between the English 101 and English 03X time-lag and students’ CAAP Writing 
scores. 
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Appendix B 
Example of International Student Placement Process 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Test on COMPASS Writing 

Placement exam 
Complete ESL 

program 
requirements 

Score 
1 to 19 

Score 
30 to 47 

Score 
48 to 70 

Score 
> 70 

Enroll in 
ENGL 033 

Enroll in 
ENGL 032 

Enroll in 
ENGL 031 

Enroll in
ENGL 101 

Michigan Language 
Test 

Score <80 Score 80 or higher on both 
written and listening tests 

Enroll in ESL 
Program 

TOEFL 
EXAM

TOEFL score <550 
or missing 

TOEFL score 550 or 
higher 
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Appendix C 
SAT I to ACT Conversion 

 
Concordance Between SAT I Recentered Verbal Score 

and ACT English Score 
    

SAT I Verbal ACT English SAT I Verbal ACT English 
800 36 540 23 
790 35 530 23 
780 34 520 22 
770 34 510 21 
760 34 500 21 
750 33 490 20 
740 33 480 20 
730 32 470 19 
720 32 460 19 
710 31 450 18 
700 31 440 17 
690 30 430 17 
680 30 420 16 
670 29 410 16 
660 29 400 15 
650 29 390 15 
640 28 380 14 
630 28 370 14 
620 27 360 13 
610 27 350 13 
600 26 340 13 
590 26 330 12 
580 25 320 12 
570 25 310 11 
560 24 300 11 
550 24   
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Concordance Between SAT I Recentered 
Mathematical Score and ACT Mathematics Score 

      
SAT I Math ACT Math  SAT I Math ACT Math 

800 36  520 22 
790 35  510 21 
780 34  500 21 
770 34  490 20 
760 33  480 20 
750 33  470 19 
740 33  460 19 
730 32  450 18 
720 32  440 18 
710 31  430 18 
700 31  420 17 
690 31  410 17 
680 30  400 17 
670 30  390 16 
660 29  380 16 
650 29  370 15 
640 28  360 15 
630 28  350 15 
620 27  340 14 
610 27  330 14 
600 26  320 14 
590 26  310 14 
580 25  300 13 
570 25  290 13 
560 24  280 13 
550 23  270 13 
540 23  260 12 
530 22  250 12 

 
 

 
 


