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The MSC is an initiative designed to provide meaningful evidence about how well students are 

achieving important learning outcomes. The primary goal of the initiative is to provide 

assessment data that will allow faculty and institution leaders to assess levels of student 

achievement on a set of cross-cutting outcomes important for all disciplines. 

 

MSC currently includes 9 states and 169 institutions currently involved in a year-long pilot 

study. 

 

The pilot project is using authentic student work to assess student learning. MSC does not rely 

on standardized tests but on assignments faculty give to students and uses the LEAP VALUES 

rubrics. Currently using assessments in 3 areas: written communication, quantitative reasoning, 

and critical thinking. Those content areas were selected based on discussions with working group 

of state agencies, academic administrators, and faculty. The second set of content areas to be 

implemented in second year are under consideration, but may include civic engagement and 

global awareness. 

 

Students are assessed after having completed 75 % of credit hours toward degree (either 2 year 

or 4 year degree). 

 

The project is funded for a second year and at least two additional states will be joining the 

project. First year funding provided by Gates Foundation. Each participating state is given some 

funds to use in development as needed. 

 

Data from the project is collected and returned to institutions and not released publicly. 

Governing or coordinating boards make the decision on releasing the data. 

 

Faculty must be involved in planning and assessment. Faculty must want to do it rather than be 

forced to do it in order to be successful. Faculty are heavily involved in designing the 

assignments assessed as well as scoring them. 

mailto:jcarnahan@sheeo.org
http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics


 

MSC experts can come to campus to train faculty on the assessment process, appropriate 

assignments for assessment, and calibrating the rubrics for individual campuses. MSC also 

makes assignment design faculty available to assist states and campuses with assignment design. 

 

The SHEEO website has a variety of resources on assignments in addition to videos and 

webinars about the assessments, project, etc. 

http://www.sheeo.org/mscwebinars 

http://www.sheeo.org/mscfacultyresources 

 

Each institution has flexibility to make decisions about courses and assignments submitted for 

assessment. MSC reviews to make sure it is in compliance with project guidelines and that the 

sampling is valid (e.g., assignments not all submitted from an honors course). 

 

SHEEO has tried to avoid using the assessment data to compare institutions, states, or systems – 

do not want to pit institutions against each other. However, the data could be used internally by a 

state or system to make comparisons of their institutions. 

 

MSC oversight group meeting first week of August to discuss first year data. 

 

http://www.sheeo.org/mscwebinars
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