
 

 

General Education Review Steering Committee 

 

At the conclusion of the Board of Regents August planning session, the Board approved three 

interrelated action items designed to address emerging challenges in the current higher education landscape 

in the state.  These three action items include:   

 

1. A review of the student learning outcomes that result in unique Institutional Graduation 

Requirements; 

2. A review of the continued value of the CAAP examination for assessing system General 

Education and establishing student academic proficiency; 

3. Alignment of system General Education policy with national efforts to establish a coordinated 

foundation for Liberal Arts Education. 

 

During the September 2014 meeting, AAC agreed that the most effective approach for addressing 

these action items would be to establish a coordinating/steering committee representing faculty and campus 

leadership.  This steering committee would then be charged with evaluating the landscape of current 

national initiatives1 and identify one that could serve to provide a viable roadmap for facilitating significant 

change for the system’s approach to general education.   

 

Timeline & Steering Committee Charge 

 

To provide for adequate time, the work is envisioned to occur over a two-year period resulting in 

catalog changes taking effect for the Fall 2016 term.  To provide an opportunity for faculty to serve as the 

primary drivers for this agenda a two-phase approach is recommended.  Phase One would include a 

comprehensive review by a steering committee of the national and regional level projects currently 

underway that could serve as a framework for redesigning the systems approach to general education.  The 

specific charge for the designated steering committee includes the four primary tasks resulting in an interim 

report for the Board of Regents during their June 2015 meeting outlining specific recommendations and 

action items for moving the system forward.   

 

 Identify common institutional and system level issues within the existing general education 

structure. 

 Identify and evaluate national level initiatives that may serve as a useful framework for 

modifying the existing approach to general education. 

 From this pool, identify one strategy that would serve as a useful roadmap for making systemic 

change to Regental system General Education policy. 

 Develop action items for discipline level working groups for Board consideration with intent 

to address a significant number of the issues/concerns identified by the steering committee.  

 

The committee would develop Following Board approval, Phase Two would represent the creation 

of working groups designed around goals or learning objectives.  Their work would occur between April 

and September of 2015 with a proposed set of recommendations coming forward to the Board in December 

2015 for implementation into existing Board Policy 2:7 and 2:26.  Institutional and system curriculum 

processes would occur in time for the April 2016 Board meeting.  A comprehensive timeline is presented 

in Attachment I.  

                                                 
1 Specifically, the BOR retreat item provided brief background on five national initiatives that may provide a useful framework for 

guiding faculty work in this area.  These include: 1) Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP); 2) Multi-State Collaborative 

to Advance Learning Outcome Assessment (MSC); 3) The Degree Qualifications Profile (DQP); 4) Interstate Passport Initiative 

(Passport); 5) Guided Pathways to Success (GPS). 

 

http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2014/August/2_BORRetreat0814.pdf
http://www.aacu.org/leap/
http://www.sheeo.org/projects/msc-multi-state-collaborative-advance-learning-outcomes-assessment
http://www.luminafoundation.org/publications/The_Degree_Qualifications_Profile.pdf
http://www.wiche.edu/passport/about
http://completecollege.org/docs/GPS_Summary_FINAL.pdf


 

 

 

Attachment I 

 

General Education Review Timeline 

 

 

 


