
 

 

Synopsis:  Offering the services and programs of public higher education in Sioux Falls 
is critical not only to the long-term future of that region but to the entire state of South 
Dakota. Many people from throughout South Dakota benefit today from public higher 
education’s presence in the Sioux Falls community. To plan for the future, a permanent 
location for the state university system in Sioux Falls is under development.  

The demographics of South Dakota are changing. While many smaller towns struggle to 
maintain population, other areas are seeing substantial growth. Population forecasts for 2040 
estimate a 73 percent increase in the metropolitan statistical area including Sioux Falls and a 
114 percent increase in the city of Sioux Falls itself. A catalyst for growth in that region has 
been diversification of the economy into new areas such as health care, banking and financial 
services, technology, hospitality, and retail. 
 
The 1990 Census reported about 100,000 people in Sioux Falls, while the 2000 Census pegged 
its population at closer to 123,000. Today, it is estimated that Sioux Falls itself is home to 
145,000 residents. In addition, communities surrounding Sioux Falls are often growing at even 
faster rates. 
 
Public higher education is important to the continuing development of the Sioux Falls-area 
economy. The public higher education center in Sioux Falls—USDSU—was created in 
response to that need. USDSU programs are tailored to the needs of the regional economy and 
the demands of local students. In 2005-06, USDSU served almost 3,300 unique individual 
students. But, who are these local students being served? 
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Sioux Falls has become home to many native-born South Dakotans, who are attracted to new 
opportunities within the region. These people wish to continue to call South Dakota their home 
and maintain the strong cultural and family roots they grew up with. Likewise, USDSU offers a 
perfect opportunity for these same people to obtain the public higher education they need to 
fully participate in the local economy.  
 
A Board of Regents’ review of data, indicating the high schools from which students said they 
graduated, offers interesting results. The data show students—most of them non-traditional—
who were taking coursework at USDSU in 2005-06 hailed from every county in South Dakota 
except two: Shannon and Jones. With more than 80 percent of the students at USDSU currently 
living in the Sioux Falls area, including adjacent out-of-state communities, that means USDSU 
is providing new opportunities to students from all over South Dakota who now call this region 
home. 
 
Future development at USDSU will support the continued growth of the regional economy, 
which in turn is good for the entire state. Just as importantly, USDSU provides a place for 
South Dakotans who find continuing opportunity within their home state to get the education 
they need to be successful. Another way to offer South Dakota students good reasons to stay in 
our state to live, work, and a raise a family! 

For more information, contact Janelle Toman at (605) 773-3455 or send e-mail to janellet@sdbor.edu. 
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