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Synopsis: The migration and geographic mobility of college graduates holds significant implications

Jfor a state's economic development prospects. In the decade after graduation, young college students
are very mobile geographically. ""They are far more mobile than they will be at any time later in their
lives" (Postsecondary Education OPPORTUNITY, April 2003, p. 1). While the number of bachelor's
degree holders in South Dakota is on the increase, when measuring the net migration of college
Sfreshmen and college graduates, South Dakota loses both freshmen and graduates to other states -
about 1,500 students per year.

Measures of a state's prosperity are determined in large part by the proportion of its workers with college
degrees.
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