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South Dakota State University 
 

ECE 478: Integrated Curriculum in Birth-to-Age-8 Education 
 
Concepts addressed in this course:  Techniques for creating effective bridges between 
curriculum goals and students’ experiences: guided practice; independent practice 
including homework 
 
Review assignment related to planning lessons, including planning time in lesson for 
guided practice: 
 

We discussed guided practice being provided during the sequence of a lesson 
immediately following modeling by the teacher.  During guided practice, the 
teacher provides assistance to the student as needed for the student to experience 
success with assistance.  Following guided practice, the student would 
demonstrate knowledge through independent practice.  During guided practice, 
the teacher might provide an example while the students practice on their own.  
For example, the children might correct the errors in a sentence on their papers 
while the teacher corrects the same sentence on the whiteboard.  The teacher 
would discuss with the full class why those errors were marked, using questioning 
techniques to guide the children to the correct responses.  The students would 
eventually work independently to correct similar sentences on their own.   
 

Review assignment related to planning lessons, including planning time in lesson for 
independent practice: 
 

We discussed independent practice being provided during the sequence of a 
lesson immediately following guided practice and/or closure.  During independent 
practice, the teacher provides no assistance or limited assistance (typically in 
helping children to understand the directions) to the student.  Independent practice 
is a time for students to demonstrate their knowledge through their independent 
performance.  Independent practice may involve a project, a worksheet, a 
personally designed creation or action, or practice through learning centers work, 
for example.  Independent practice may also involve the use of technology, group 
projects, and homework.   
 
Homework in the primary grades should support the child’s learning and be short 
in duration.  Homework may involve a home reading program, playing games, 
and having discussions.  In the early grades, homework should be interactive 
between the parent and child.  This GUIDED PRACTICE helps to support 
classroom learning.  Students in grade one should have no more than 10-15 
minutes of homework.  By grade three, children could be engaged in no more than 
30 minutes of homework in any one day.  
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Web Resources: 
 http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr1guid.htm
 http://www.iun.edu/~edusew/docs/15_lessn_desin_concepts%20.pdf
 http://www.iun.edu/~edusew/docs/15_lessn_desin_concepts%20.pdf
 http://www.aft.org/parents/k5homework.htm
 http://www.nwrel.org/scpd/sirs/1/cu1.html
 http://www.leaonline.com/doi/abs/10.1207/S15326985EP3603_1?cookieSet=1
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